Posted:

U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
Kremmling Field Office
P.O. Box 68
Kremmling, CO 80459

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

NUMBER: DOI-BLM-C0O-120-20090017-EA

PROJECT NAME Renewal ofPermit Renewa#0501834

LEGAL DESCRIPTION Bureau of Land Management (BLM) administered land includes all
or part of the following:

Allotments
07150 (Grizzly McFarlane)
T.7N., R 79W., Sec27- 34
07151 (Grizzly No. 4)
T.7N., R 80W., Secl4,15,22,23
07152 (Grizty Big Pasture)
T.7N., R.80W., Sec 2326
T.7N., R 79W., Sec 19
07154 (Pole Mountain)
T.6N.,R.81W., Sec 4
07153 (Grizzly Mexican Rige)
T.7N.,R.81W., Sec 30 and 32
T.6N.,,R.81W.,Sec5
07155 (Grizzly No. 4A)
T.7N., R80W., Sec 22

APPLICANT: Blain Evans

PURPOSE AND NEED FOR THE ACTION E lwestock grazing permit # 0501834
authorizes grazing on allotments 07150 (Grizzly McF&)a@7151 (Grizzly No 4), 07152

(Grizzly Big Pasture), 07153 (Grizzly Mexicandge) 07154 (Pole Mmtain) and 07155

(Grizzly No 4A) expires on February 28, 2009. Evans Livestogk Applied to renew their
livestock grazing permit. The permit is subject to renewal at the discretion of the Secretary of
the Interior for a period of up to 10 years. Bwal of this livestock grazing permit would allow
themto continue grazing otheir designated allotments for a period of 10 years beginning on
March 1, 20009.




DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES

Backgroundhtroductiorlssues an€Concerns

During the 1999 permit renewal @ess, it was determined thaa&resof allotment 0715Qvas

not achieving Standards for Public Land Health in Colorado (Standardsg¢tlands and

wildlife. Thecausativdactors werelivestock andrrigation practices. New terms and

conditions were attached to the permit to help improvednelitions within the allotment

Since 1999two projects have been completadallotment 0715@0 help improve the allotment
These projects weresagebrush treatemt and new livestock water wellAllotments 7151 and
07155 were assessed for Standards and were determined to be meeting the Standards.
Allotments07066 07152, 07153 and07154 were not assed for Standards in 1999 because they
are low priority allotmets with no knowm resource concerns or problems.

Allotment 07150nvasagainassessed for complianfir Standardsn June2006. It vas
determined thahe allotment is in compliance with the Standartisvas notedhat irrigation
practices are a concern as well as the allocation of AUMlstments 7151 and 07155 were
assessed for Standards in 2006 and were determined to be meeting the Statidartents
07152 07153and 7154vere not assessed for Standdrdeause they are low priority allotments
with no known resource concerns or problems. .

Allotment 07066 wasriginally part ofthe Evan® iveldock permit,however because it ipat
of a base property legsewill be analyzedn another NEPA document.

Proposed ActionThe Proposed Action woul@new the livestock grazing permit and implement
a new grazing system for allotment 7150.

The permit would be renewed for-y@ars (through February 28, 2019).

The Standard Terms and Conditions are included in Attachment #2.

There would b&o change iRUMSs.

Allotment 07150 would extend the grazing season to help implaimenéwgrazing

system

A newgrazingsystem for allotment 07150 would be implemented.

e Conversion to yearlings use would be authorized at a rate not to exceed 1.5 yearlings per
COW.

e Two weels of flexibility for allotments 07151 and 07155 would be provided.

The renewed livestock grazing permit would authorize grazing to the following extent:

Allotment Livestock Season of Use | % Public Land* AUMs**
Number Kind | Begin End
07150 (Grizzly | 168 C 7/01 9/15 100 427
McFarlane)
07151 (Grizzly | 113 C 6/08 6/21 100 52
No 4)
07152 (Grizzly |300 C 5/16 11/30 | 16 314
Big Pasture)
07153 (Grizzly |120 C 6/01 9/30 16 77
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MexicanRidge)

07154 (Pole 87 C 6/01 9/30 10 35
Mountain)

07155 (Grizzly |115 C 6/03 6/07 100 19
No 4A)

*%% Public Land is the percentage of forage within the public land (BLM) portion of the allotment.
*AUM = animal unit month = amount of forage required to support 1 cow and calf for 1 month.

Total AUMSs that would be authorized for this permi96.

Design Features for the Proposed Action

e Motorized travel to routes would be restricted to designatéd@p end as i dent i f
within 1988 OffRoad Vehicle Implementation Plan decis{see attached map)

e Temporary exemption® the 1988 OHRoad Vehicle Implementation Plavould
include:

o Routesidentifiedon adjacent lands acquired by the BLM after the 1988R0o#d
Vehicle Implementation Plan decision for administrative traeguiredby the
permittee Requirements would be to access range improvements such as wells
and fencelines.

o Permitting of motorizé crosscountry travel for fence maintenance. Permittee
would travel only along fencelines for this purpose. In the event a fenceline is also
a landownership boundary, all motorized travel would occur on théhbhside
of the fence.

0 Permit caséy-case mtorized crossountry travel for instances of retrieving
injured animals or other emergencies. All instances should be approved by the
authorizing officer beforehand when possible. In the case of an emergency, any
motorized crossountry travel would beeported to the BLM immediately. Any
permitted or emergency cressuntry travel will be evaluated for resource
damage. Any rutting of soil or damage to vegetation found to be excessive and
establishing a new route would have reclamation completed Ipethdttee.

0 Permit motorized travel within the Seasonal Closure dates of June 1 to August 1
for the permittee on routes designated
routes identified for administrative travel on adjacent lands acquired by the BLM
after the 1988 OfRoad Vehicle Implementation Plan decision.

e Specific restrictions and exemptions of the 1988Ruad Vehicle Implementation Plan
would be part of the Terms and Conditions of the grazing permit.
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