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U.S. Department of the Interior 

Bureau of Land Management 

Kremmling Field Office 

P.O. Box 68 

Kremmling , CO 80459 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT  
 

 

NUMBER:  DOI-BLM-CO-120-2009-0012-EA 

 

PROJECT NAME:  Renewal of Livestock Grazing Permit # 051779 on Allotment 07556 (Orr) 

and Livestock Grazing Lease # 051933 on Allotment 07770 (Orr T) for Grady Culbreath 

 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  Kremmling Field Office (KFO) administered land includes all or part 

of the following: 

 

Allotment 07556 (Orr) for livestock grazing permit # 051779 
 

T.1N, R.80W, Sec. 14, 23, 25-29, 32-36 

 

T.1S, R.79W, Sec. 7 

T.1S, R.80W, Sec. 1-4, 10-14 

 

Allotment 07770 (Orr T) for livestock grazing lease # 051933 

T.1S, R.79W, Sec. 7, 8 

 

APPLICANT:  Grady Culbreath 

 

PURPOSE AND NEED FOR THE ACTION:   

 

Grady Culbreathôs livestock grazing permit # 051779 that authorizes livestock grazing on 

Allotment 07556 (Orr) and livestock grazing lease # 051933 that authorizes livestock grazing on 

Allotment 07770 (Orr T) expire on February 28, 2009.  Grady Culbreath has applied for renewal 

of his permit and lease.  The permit and lease are subject to renewal at the discretion of the 

Secretary of the Interior for a period of up to 10 years.  Renewal of this permit and lease would 

allow Grady Culbreath to continue grazing on his designated allotments for a period of 10 years 

beginning on March 1, 2009. 
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DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES: 

 

Background/Introduction/Issues and Concerns:   

 

During the 1999 grazing permit renewal process, Allotment 07556 (Orr) was assessed for 

compliance with the Standards for Public Land Health in Colorado (Standards) on 

August 17, 1998.  It was determined that 120 acres of the 3536 acres in the allotment did not 

meet Standard # 1 (soils) or Standard # 3 (upland vegetation and wildlife) due to historic 

vegetation manipulation by disking and seeding.  At that time, a rest rotation grazing system was 

implemented as the appropriate action to bring the allotment into compliance with the Standards 

(Attachment 1).   

 

Since the 1999 permit renewal, the permittee has implemented a new grazing system with 

approval of the Kremmling Field Office.  The permittee runs a guest ranch operation where the 

guests receive a more traditional cowboy experience.  Each day the guests move the livestock 

away from water and loafing areas to areas within the allotment that have sufficient vegetation 

for the livestock. This results in even grazing and low use of riparian areas and reduces the 

amount of time the cattle spend loafing in one area. 

 

To assess the results of the new grazing regime, Allotment 07556 (Orr) was reassessed for 

compliance with the Standards on June 8, 2006. An interdisciplinary (ID) team from the 

Kremmling Field Office determined that the allotment is now in compliance with all of the 

Standards. 

 

If the permittee decides to return to a cow/calf or yearling operation, he would be required to 

follow the rest rotation grazing system implemented during the 1999 permit renewal process. 

 

Allotment 07770 (Orr T) is a category ñCò allotment.  Therefore, no assessment for compliance 

with the Standards is required.  However, the allotment was monitored in 2008, and no issues or 

concerns were identified with this allotment. 

 

Proposed Action:  

 

The Proposed Action would renew livestock grazing permit # 051779 and livestock grazing lease 

051933 for 10 years beginning on March 1, 2009. 

 

 The permit and lease would be renewed for a period of 10 years from March 1, 2009 

through February 28, 2019, 

 Standard terms and conditions would apply (Attachment 2), 

 There would be no changes to the number or kind of livestock, season of use, or amount 

of livestock grazing preference as expressed in AUMs*. 

 

* AUM = animal unit month = the amount of forage needed to sustain one cow and her calf for 

one month. 

 

Renewed livestock grazing permit # 051779 would authorize livestock grazing to the following 

extent: 
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Allotment Livestock 

Number   Kind 

Season of Use Percent Public 

Land 

AUMs 

07556 (Orr)    149        Cattle 6/1 ï 10/1 100 603 

 

 

Renewed livestock grazing lease # 051933 would authorize livestock grazing to the following 

extent: 

 

Allotment Livestock 

Number  Kind 

Season of Use Percent Public 

Land 

AUMs 

07770 (Orr T)       20     Cattle 6/1 ï 10/1 100 81 

 

The total livestock grazing preference for permit # 051779 on Allotment 07556 (Orr) is 603 

AUMs and for lease # 051933 on Allotment 07770 (Orr T) is 84 AUMs.  A copy of the proposed 

permits with standard terms and conditions is enclosed as Attachment 2.  

 

Design Features of the Proposed Action: 

 

 The permittee would be responsible for notifying the BLM of all county listed noxious 

weeds which result from their livestock grazing operations.   

 The BLM would be responsible for implementing control measures, which would include 

partnership with the Grand County Weed Abatement Program. 

 Temporary exemptions to the 1988 Off-Road Vehicle Implementation Plan would 

include: 

o Permitting of motorized travel for fence maintenance. Permittee would travel only 

along fencelines for this purpose with no cross country travel permitted. In the 

event a fenceline is also a landownership boundary, all motorized travel would 

occur on the non-BLM side of the fence. 

o Permit case-by-case motorized cross-country travel for instances of retrieving 

injured animals or other emergencies. All instances should be approved by the 

authorizing officer beforehand when possible.  In the case of an emergency, any 

motorized cross-country travel would be reported to the BLM immediately.  Any 

permitted or emergency cross-country travel will be evaluated for resource 

damage. Any rutting of soil or damage to vegetation found to be excessive and 

establishing a new route would have reclamation completed by the permittee. 

 Specific restrictions and exemptions of the 1988 Off-Road Vehicle Implementation Plan 

would be part of the Terms and Conditions of the grazing permit. 
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