Posted:

U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
Kremmling Field Office
P.O. Box 68
Kremmling, CO 80459

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

NUMBER: DOI-BLM-CO-120-20090018EA

PROJECT NAME Renewal ofPermit Renewa#0501817

LEGAL DESCRIPTION Bureau of Land Management (BLM) administered land includes all
or part of the following:

07115 (Indian Creek)
T.5N.,R.81W.,, Sec2,10,11,14,15

07176 (5 East)
T.6N., R.81W., Sec 15

07177 (5 West)
T.6N., R.81W., Sec 1522

07178 (5 South)
T.6N.,R.81W., Sec 22

APPLICANT: VanValkenburd.ivestock

PURPOSE AND NEED FOR THE ACTIONVanValkenburg grazing permit # 0501817 that
authorizes grazing on allotments 07115 (Indian Creek), 07176 (5 Northj7 (5West),07178

(5 South) expires on February 28, 2009. ValkenburglLivestock has applied to renew their
livestock grazing permit. The permit is subject to renewal at the discretion of the Secretary of
the Interior for a period of up to 10 years. Renesfahis livestock grazing permit would allow
themto continue grazing otheir designated allotments for a period of 10 years beginning on
March 1, 20009.




DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES

Backgroundhtroductiorllssues and Concerns

During the 1999 permit renewal @ess, it was determined tH# acresvere not achieving
Standards for Public Land Health in Colorado (Standards) da@otolivestock distribution
resulting in over utilization of forage allotment#07115 Allotments#07176,#07177 and
#07187 were not assessed for Standaetsuse they amistodialallotments with no know
resource concerns or problems

Allotment#07115wasagainassessed for compliant® Standarden June2006. It vas
determined athat timethe allotment is in compliance with the Standariisvas notedhat
repeated use in tHewer pasture was a concern. Allotme#@3176#07177 andf07187were
not assssal for Standards because they anstodialallotments with no know resote concerns
or problems.

Since the assessmeattemporary electric fence has been put up in the lower pasture to split this
pasture. A permanent fenaed a new water development areposed for 2009A future
projectincludes another fence in the upppasture to create four pastures.

Proposed ActionThe Proposed Action woul@énew the livestock grazing permit and implement
a new grazing system for allotme#i7115

The permit would be renewed for-y@ars (through February 28, 2019).

The Standard Terms and Conditions are included in Attachment #2.

There would b&no change iRUMSs.

Indian Creek allotment grazing plan would be implemented.

Conversion to yearlings use would be authorized at a rate, not to exceed 1.5 yearlings per
cow

The renewed livestock grazing permit would authorize grazing to the following extent:

Allotment Livestock Season of Use | % Public Land* AUMs**
Number Kind | Begin End

07115 (Indian 45 C 6/01 9/30 100 180
Creek) Lower
Pasture
07115 (Indian 160 C 6/01 9/30 13 83
Creek) Upper
Pasture
07176 (5 North) | 30 C 6/1 8/10 15 11
07177 (5 West) |4 C 6/1 7/31 67 5
07178 (5 South) | 40 C 6/01 7131 49 39

*% Public Land is the percentage of forage within the public land (BLM) portidinecéllotment.
*AUM = animal unit month = amount of forage required to support 1 cow and calf for 1 month.

Total AUMSs that would be authorized for this permi8&.
2



Design Features of the Proposed Action

e Continue monitoring of riparian and wetlaconditions to help identify trersd
along both Grizzly Creek and Indian Creek. If conditions are declining, then
additional management option®wd be considered.

e The BLM would monitor theroject area foestablishment of invasive, non
native species.

e The BLM will be responsible for implementing control measures, which would
include partnershiwvith the Jackson County Weed Abatememnbdram.
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No Action Alternative The No Action Alternative would not implement thewgrazing plan
for allotment#07115 The permit would be renewed under the old permit (12999)and
stipulations

The permit would be renewed for-{8ars (through February 28, 2019).
The Standard Terms and Conditions are included in Attachment #2.
There would be nohange in the season of use or AUMs
Allotment#07115 would allow for grazing the lower pasture twice.

The renewed livestock grazing permit would authorize grazing to the follaxilegt (which is
the same as the 192909 permit)

Allotment Livestock Season of Use | % Public Land* AUMs**
Number Kind | Begin End

07115 (Indian 145 C 6/01 6/30 100 143
Creek) Lower
Pasture
07115 (Indian 145 C 7/1 9/12 13 46
Creek) Upper
Pasture
07115 (Indian 145 C 9/13 9/30 86 74
Creek) Both
pastures
07176 (5 North) | 30 C 6/1 8/10 15 11
07177 (5West) |4 C 6/1 7131 67 5
07178 (5 South) | 40 C 6/1 7/31 49 39

*%% Public Land is the percentage of forage within the public land (BLM) portion of the allotment.
*AUM = animal unit month = amount dbrage required to support 1 cow and calf for 1 month.

Total AUMSs that would be authorized for this permi8&.

Alternatives Considered But Eliminated From Further Analysis

No livestock grazing was considered but eliminated from further anédydise following
reasons:

e Livestock grazing with the Kremmling Field Office was fully analyzed and authorized in
the RMP/EIS as recorded in the 1984 Approved Plan and Record of Decision. At that

time a fiNo Grazing Alterecedi vedo was consid



e This alternative is not consistent with the Federal Land Policy and Management Act
(FLPMA) that stated: Athe public | ands be
Nationds need for domestic sourchlis of mine
| andsééeo

e During public scoping and staff review there were no issues or concerns identified that
would support a ANo Grazing Alternative. o

It has been determined that significant progress toward achieving compliance with the Standards
for Public Land Health in Colorado would occur with the appropriate livestock grazing
guidelines set forth in the Proposed Action

PLAN CONFORMANCE REVIEW The Proposed Action is subjgotand has been reviewed
for conformance with the following plan (43 CFR 161@B&M 1617.3):

Name of Plan Kremmling Resource Management Plan (RMP), Record of Decision
(ROD)

Date Approved:December 19, 1984; Updated February 1999

Decision Number/Pagelivestock Grazing: pages 6 and 8, as revised

Decision LanguageObijectives of the RMP/ROD include allocation of a base level of
livestock forage and maintaining or improving forage production and condition in areas
where livestock grazing is a priority or is compatible with the land use priority. The
RMP designated thproject area with a livestock grazing priority.




AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT / ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES / MITIGATION
MEASURES

INVASIVE, NON-NATIVE SPECIES

Affected Environment:Past actions such as livestock grazing, motorized travel,
recreation, et that have caused disturbance of vegetation anti@edicontributed to the
invasion and spread of invasive, rogtive species (noxious weeds). Theremnarknown
invasive, nomative species (noxious weedgpwing within the allotmentdf present, species
would belocated along roadwayand inhigh-use areas, such as livestock watering areas. Soill
or vegetation disturbing activities provide an avenue for the establishment and expansion of
invasive, nomative species. The BLM monmothese known areas to canitthe spread of
these species.

Environmental Consequenceany type of soil or vegetation disturbance in an area
where nomnative, invasive species are established promotes their expdosaer.the No
Action or Proposed étion impacts are expected to be minimal because within the Standard
Terms and Conditions of their permit, the permittee is responsible for notifying the BLM of alll
county listed noxious weeds which result from their livestock grazing operations.

Mitigation: None
MIGRATORY BIRDS

Affected Environment:A variety of migratory bird species, primarily birds of prey and
songbirds, use the allotments proposed for renewal. Surveys conducted in 1994 by the Colorado
Breeding Bird Atlas Partnership reded many species in the areaincludlygai nsonds haw
redtailed hawksgoldeneagles greentailedtowhee mountain andvesternbluebirds,sage
thrasherhornedlark, western kingbirdsAmericankestras, and @mmonnighthawis in the
sagebrush habitat common to these allotments. Species common in and adjacent the mixed
lodgepole and aspen forests incliBlack-capped Chickade€lark's Nutcrackem. Flicker,
Gray Jay andNorthern Goshawk

Environmental Consequencéiderthe No Action Alternative and the Proposed Action
allotments #7176, #7177, and #7178 would be renewed without any chiatige AUMS,
however the season of use would be changed for the proposed dtteNo Action
Alternative and the Proposed Actioreaxpected to maintain current conditions for migratory
birds. The Proposed Actiamould implement aew grazing plan for allotme#115 to prevent
possible future Standards issues. The season of use wogdseand the AUMs would remain
the same.This would be more beneficial to migratory birds since grass and forb production
would likely increase as compared to the continuation of current grazing managemenéwThe
grazing plarwould provide for better plant vigor and thereby would produce iplarg material
available for bird use, especially by those species that nest on the ground.



THREATENED, ENDANGERED AND SENSITIVESPECIES ifcludes a finding ostandard ¥

Affected Environment:A list of threatened, endangered, and candidate sp@diich
could inhabit the proposed project area was received from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on
January 12, 2009. Analysis of this list indicated that Canada lynx is the only listed species which
could inhabit one of the allotments included ia firoposed grazing permit renewal. Allotment
#7115is located within the Sheep Mountain Lynx Analysis Unit (LAU). The southeastern
portion of the allotment is identified as habitat for lynx. Because the dominant vegetative type is
lodgepole pine in tils part of the allotment, the arealla® en desi gnated as Ot h
lynx. Snowshoe hares, pine squirrels, and blue griobséitthis part of the allotment and
would provide a prey base for Canada lynx.

Environmental Consequencéider the NoAction Alternative, the permit would be
renewed without any changes. Since there would be no chanipespermit, the No Action
Alternative would maintain current conditions for Canada Lynx. The quantity and quality of
vegetation including shrubs agdung lodgepole pine treesas sufficient to meet the food and
cover needs of snowshoe hares in allotment #7111& Proposed Actiowould implement a
new grazing plan for allotment #7115 to prevent possible future Standards issues. The season of
use woull increaseand the AUMs would remain the saniBhis would increase grass and forb
productivity in the allotment and snowshoe hare habitat would likely improve. Thetéfre
Proposed Action would increase habitat for snowshoe hares, the primary ey $peCanada
lynx. The Proposed Actioandthe No Action Alternative would impact vegetative cover for
Canada | ynx. Therefore, the proposed grazing
lynx.

Finding on the Public Land Health StandardTbreatened & Endangered species:
Allotment #7115 was assessed for comptiarfior Standards in June 2006 aleerminedo be
in compliance. It was noted that repeated use in the lower pasture was a cime&roposed
Action would implement a negrazing plan for this allotment to prevent possible future
Standards issuemsd likely improve allotment #7115 as compared to the No Action Alternative
The Proposed Actioandthe No Action Alternative would impact allotments #61#7177, or
#7198,

WATER QUALITY, SURFACE AND GROUND ificludes a finding ostandard ¥

Affected Environment: The allotments are all within the Upper North Platte River basin,
within the Grizzly Creek 8 order watershedAllotment#7115 contains private and public
segmerd of Indian Creek, a tributary to Grizzly Creek. Allotmefté77 and#7178 contain
only ephemeral drainages that are tributary to Grizzly Creek, as does most of altirest
Approximately 110 acres (the southwest portion) of allotr4@t¥6 is trilutary to the South
Fork of Mexican Creek, a tributary to Grizzly Creekie 1999 Grazing Permit Rewal
Environmental Assessment includedaamsessment of h e  p eompliantednith the Clean
Water Act and the Colorado Land Health Standasdan attaghent. The attachment discusses
riparian and watershed conditions for each allotment and the runoff pathways.

The State of Coloradods 2008 Status of Wat
streams in this portion of the basin as fully supportigcalture, water supply, primary contact
recreation, and coldwater aquaticddlass 1. Grizzly Creek is still listed on the current
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Monitoring and Evaluation List (2006) as having possible impairment for aquatic life use. The
list includes those streasegments where impairments might exists, but additional data is
needed to determine if an impairment exists and if so, for which stream segments.

The BLM has continued to monitor water quality at the highway bridge on Grizzly Creek
and recently addedme monitoring on Indian Creek. Both streams have been difficult to
sample due to increased beaver activity. During the 2002 drdhglgteams were dry, as was
Lower Indian Creek by late summer 200%s discussed in the 1999 Environmental Assessment,
it appear s mdjoasedintert sources arpateeanmsodthese segments. The use of
the temporary f ence aofdpariarhcendipoasrararetucimge 6 s moni t
streambank tramplingna utilization levels along Indian Creek. This helps maintain water
temperatures and reduce stream sediments.

Environmental Consequencd$he Proposed Action implements a grazing system that is
designed to better distribute livestock utilization ia #ilotment and reduce the number of times
plants are grazed. These changes will improve vegetative cover in areas currently grazed at
heavier | evels and increase desirable vegetat
zone and streambankslMde more stable and reduce sediment loads to the stream as sedges
replace bluegrass in the understory. Under the No Action Alternative, current conditidds wou
be expected to continue with no further improvements to Indian Creek.

Mitigation: None

Finding on the Public Land Health Standard for water qualitydian and Grizzly
Creeks are considered to be meeting the Standard for water quality. The Proposed Action
requires a grazing system that should improve stream stability, helping proteotjueditsrfor
the longterm. Under the No Action Alternative, the Water Quality Standard is met, but is more
at risk for future failure due to riparian conditions.

WETLANDS & RIPARIAN ZONES (ncludesa finding onStandard

Affected Environment:The 1999 Environmental Assessment describes the riparian
communities in allotment7115. Allotmentsf7176,#7177, and#7178 do not have any known
wetland areas. In 2002, the BLM contracted for a wetland inventory in Rarth Allotment
#7 1 1 5 6 spastue was mapped as containi®@.47 acres of riparian mire. The southeastern
terrace of Indian Creek has multiple small seeps that feed the riparian and beaver pond complex.
The riparian system extends above and below the pasture, but the mire is eittirelthe
lower pasture. The mire is atypical in that it is almost exclusively riparian. The private
irrigation ditch does not appear to affect th
channel degradation and soil disturbance, espeasilynd the most sensitive spring areas, and
it has likely affected plant species composition. These grazing impacts are likely reversible with
alternate grazing managemeér{lohnson and Gerhardt, 2002)he Grizzly Creek portion has
generally receivetess use than Indian Creek, as livestock would graze Indian Creek early and
late and not drop down to Grizzly Creekhe BLM has been monitoring livestock use of the
riparian areas and streambank conditions since 2@0@tment#7 1 1 te@dpmorary fencand
1999 changes in the permit are helping improve the area.

Environmental Consequence$he Proposed Action would implement a grazing system
that helps reduce livestock pressure in the riparian area. This benefits the upper pasture too,
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wherepublic lands are only 13% of the pasture. Due to the densityi@n Creek and Grizzly

Cr e enmilawscanopesand the number of beaver dams, livestock tend to congregate on certain
stream segments that are more accessithe. Proposed Action creatasGrizzly Creek

pastur@ so that livestock will use this portion of the lower pasture, rather than regrazing Indain
Creek.Asl n di a n utllzatorel&vélssdecrease, sedges will begin to increase in the
understory over invader and increaser specsegiges will help reduce streambank sloughing

and channel widening. The grazing system will also promote wetland vegetation in the seeps.
The grazing system will eventually help reduce riparian use in the Upper Pasture, when fencing
splits the pasturenitwo. Under the No Action Alternative, it is unlikely that any more
improvementlong Indian Creelwill be achieved and current conditions would continbnelian

Cr e aipadas and wetland areas would be at risk for failing the Standard in the future.

Mitigation: None

Finding on the Public Land Health Standard for riparian systétiestment#7115 is
considered to be meeting the Standard, but additional improvements are desired. Implementing
the Proposed Action will continue to benefit both the private and public riparian areas, and
benefit the public mire. These improvements should helggrtingterm health.

SOILS (ncludes a finding oi$tandard )}

Affected Environment:The grazing permits fa¢7176,#7177, andt7178 are not
affected by the permit renewal as no changes are proposéter alternative Allotment
#7 115 06 s desoribéds tha 1989 Environmental Assessment. During the 1999 and 2006
allotment assessments, and duringyor@sinonitoring, there have been few upland soil concerns.
The uplands are well vegetated, especially in the upper pasture where vegetaliiter and
provide good ground cover. The slopes adjacent to Indian Creek tend to have some livestock
trailing. The | ower pastureds slopes overl oo
These gullies appear to f otfromlifestackam | ar ge snowd

Environmental Consequences The Proposed Actiondés grazi
lower pasture in two, reducing the number of times a plant is grazed. The shorter season in each
pasture should also help reduce trailing along teeks. These changes will maintain or
improve overall upland soil conditions. The No Action Alternative would continue current
conditions. Although the area would meet the Standard, the opportunity to protect high use areas
and insure their longterm héalcould be at risk.

Mitigation: None

Finding on the Public Land Health Standard for upland sdile allotment is meeting
the Standard. Renewing the permithe No Action Alternativeywould put some small areas at
risk for failing the Standard in the future. The Proposed Action would benefit the entire
allotment, both private and public lands, and insure that longterm soil health, especially adjacent
to riparian areas, is maintained.
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VEGETATION (includes a finding oiStandard 3

Affected Environment:The vegetation found with the livestock grazing allotments is a
mixture ofan over story of sagebrushrubsaspen, lodge pole pine and Douglasiith an
understory of grassesd forbs. During the 1999 land health assessneavas noted that there
were concernwiith livestockdistribution inallotment#07115causing uneven use within the
allotment This impact was reducing riparian vegetation vigor along Indian Cigglestock
use was adjusteahdit was determineduring follow up monitoringhat in order to improve the
public land within the lotment a new grazing system waseckd

Environmental Consequence$he proposed action would renew the permit for Hrye
and implement a new grazing system for allotr#m115. In order to impment the new
grazing systenmanewpermanent fencand alditional water sourcesould be neededOnce
completedthese projects would provideur pastures The new pasturesould help improve
the vegetation by teidng the amount of time livestock have to graze the vegetation before they
are moved to another pasturén theNo Action Alternative allotmen#07115 wouldrenew the
permit as it currently existd.ivestock distibution would continue to be @bncernas well as
potential repeated use of vegetatiodnder the No Action Alternative and the Proposed Action
allotments #7176, #7177, and #7178 would be renewed without any chdingasipacts to
vegetation are na@nticipated to change the vegetation.

Mitigation: None

Finding on the Public Land Health Standard for plant and animal commupéits, see also
Wildlife, Aquatic and Wildlife, Terrestrigl Allotment#07115 was assessed for compliance for
Standatls in June 2006. It was determined at that time té&dint is in compliance with the
Standard It was noted that repeated use in the lower pasture was a concern. AllGHDTATS,
#07177 andt07187 were not assed for Standards because theystmdial allotments with no
known resource concerns or problems.

WILDLIFE, AQUATIC (includesa finding onStandard 3

Affected Environment:A variety of intermittent and perennial water bodies are located
in the allotments included in the proposed grazing permit renewal. These water bodies include
drainage bottoms, stock ponds, Indian Creek, and several small-fgatipgrennial drainages.
These waters support aquatic wildlife, primarily waterbirds, beaver, and muskrats during wet
periods. Indian Creek supports coldwater fish such as brook trout, minnows, dace and suckers.

Environmental Consequencéider the No Action Alternative artle Proposed Action
allotments #7176, #7177, and #7178 would be renewed without any changes. Since there would
be no changes to these allotments, the No Action Alternative and the Proposed Action are
expected to maintain current conditions for aquatidliké. The Proposed Actiowould
implement a new grazing plan for allotment #7115 to prevent possible future Standards issues.
The season of use woultcrease slightland the AUMs would remain the samihis would be
more beneficial to aquatic wildlifeince grass and forb production would likely increase and
riparian areas would improve as compared to the No Action Alternative.
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Finding on the Public Land Health Standard for plant and animal commupéit:s, (see also
Vegetation and WildlifeTerrestria): Allotment #7115 was assessed for compliance for Standards in
June 2006and determined to be in compliance. It was noted that repeated use in the lower
pasture was a concerfhe Proposed Action would implement a new grazing plan for this
allotment to prevent possible future Standards issues and likely improve allotment #7115 as
compared to the No Action Alternative. Neither the Proposed Action nor the No Action
Alternative would impact allotments #71#&,177, or#7158.

WILDLIFE, TERRESTRAL (includes a finding oStandard 3

Affected Environment:These allotments provide habitat for a variety of upland wildlife.
Mule deer, pronghorn antelope, moose and Rocky Mountain elk occupy the area at different
times of the year while badgers, cts®, red foxes, whitailed jackrabbits, and a variety of
small rodents live in the allotments on a ykmrg basis. Pronghorn antelope and mule deer
primarily use the allotments during the summer while elk use the northern allotments in the
winter and suthern allotments in the summer. Moose concenatatey Indian Creek and
Grizzly Creek throughout the year.

Environmental Consequencésnder the No Action Alternative and the Proposed Action
allotments #7176, #7177, and #7178 would be renewed witmyuthanges. Since there would
be no changes to these allotments, the No Action Alternative and the Proposed Action are
expected to maintain current conditions for terrestrial wildlife. The Proposed Awbioid
implement a new grazing plan for allotmefTt115 to prevent possible future Standards issues.
The season of use wodlttreaseand the AUMs would remain the samEghis would be more
beneficial to terrestrial wildlife since grass and forb production would likely increase as
compared to the No Aain Alternative. This additional vegetation would be especially
importantto wildlife that use the allotment during winter.

Finding on the Public Land Health Standard for plant and animal commupéits, see also
Vegetation and Wildlife, Aquat}¢ Allotment #7115 was assessed for compliance for Standards in
June 2006and determined to be in compliance. It was noted that repeated use in the lower
pasture was a concerfhe Proposed Action would implement a new grazing plan for this
allotment toprevent possible future Standards issues and likely improve allotment #7115 as
compared to the No Action AlternativEhe Proposed Actioandthe No Action Alternative
would impact allotments #71787177, or#7158.

RANGE MANAGEMENT:

Affected Environmen Livestock use in allotmes#07115 has been grazed with
livestock starting in the lower pasture and then moving livestock into the upper pasture. In the
fall, livestock are allowed to drift back into the lower pastuPermittee generally uses #07115
for one herd of cattle arallotmens #07176,#07177 andt07178for their other herd of cattle.

Environmental Consequences: UnderRheposedAction, the new grazing systeand
proposed range improvememégjuire more movement of the livestock. Tisisinticipated to
improve the vegetation for future years in the allotment. Under the No Action alternative the
permittee would continue to graze the allotment without using the pasture fémeéong term
health of the vegetation would be reduced @mald cause a reduction in AUMs in the future.

12



Under theProposedAction orNo Action Alternative livestock use would not be impacted for
allotments#07176,#07177 andt07178

Mitigation: None

CUMULATIVE IMPACTS SUMMARY: : Livestock grazing has been an important use of the
public lands in the Kremmling Field Office since the introduction of domestic livestock in the
1870s. Presently, the Field Office supports a grazing program on approximately 378,000 acres of
BLM -administeed public lands. Currently, these public ranges are licensed at a level of
approximately 39,726 Animal Unit Months (AUMSs) for livestock.

For the purpose of this EA, the general geographic boundary for cumulative impact analysis is
North Park. The Kremmtig Field Office is dividedhorth to soutlby the Continental Divide.

The public lands to the north of the divide are generally referred to as North Park, and those to
the south of the divide, Middle Park. In North Park, there are approximately 260,08@facre

BLM -administered public lands that are currently being grazed, and 26,656 AUMs that are
licensed.

In looking at past actions within the geographic area over the past ten years, there have not been
any major changes to the North Park allotments. Aontgjof the allotments have been assessed

for standards and the permits modified when needed due tcomapliance with specific

standards or new information that has been received (i.e. new sage grousk Rikyl

interdisciplinary Team (IDT) assesseeb allotments for compliance with the Colorado Public

Land Health Standards, and both allotments met standards.

In looking at reasonably foreseeable actions, the Coalmont area in southern Jackson County has
seen recent interest in oil and gas develogmidrere is a potential this activity could have a
cumulative impact on North Park allotments in the future depending upon the extent of
development. Other reasonably foreseeable actions that are projected to occur include minor
range improvement projects.

In terms of cumulative impacts to cultural resourgeazing may cause substantial ground
disturbance and cause cumulative, long term, irreversible adyéeses to historic properties
throughout the Kremmling Field Office. However, as part of th&Blermit renewal process,
allotments are being assessed and inventoried for cultural resources. If resources are found and
eligible for NRHP, mitigation is implemented. This process is attempting to mitigate any major
cumulative impacts to cultural resoascin the Kremmling Field Office.

PERSONS / AGENCIES CONSULTEDStarting in February 2008, a scoping process was
begun to request information concerning the renewal of grazing permits/leases and to prioritize
areas or allotments with issues and concefiiiee Field Office sent scoping letters, along with

land status maps showing the affected allotments, to the following groups and agencies:
Colorado Division of Wildlife (Steamboat, Walden, Hot Sulphur Springs, Ft Collins); District
Board of Grazing Advisrs; County Commissioners (Grand, Jackson); Stock Growers (Middle
Park, North Park, Upper Big Laramie River Ranch Assoc.); Northwest Resource Advisory
Council; United States Forest Service (Silverthorne, Granby, Walden); US Fish and Wildlife
Service (Arapho Wildlife Refuge); Tribal Councils (Arapaho, Shoshone, Southern Ute);
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Colorado Commission of Indian Affairs; Ute Indian Tribe Uintah & Ouray Agency Business
Committee; Colorado Environmental Coalition; Colorado State Land Board.

The BLM Colorado State fiice also mailed outreach letters, concerning the renewal of grazing
permits/leases, to all Congressional offices, State and Federal agencies, and major
environmental, conservation, and user group organizations.

In addition, individual letters were sewtthe affected permittees/lessees informing them that

their permit/lease was up for renewal and requested any information they wanted included in, or
taken into consideration, during the renewal process. A Notice of Public Scoping was posted on
the Intenet, at the Colorado BLM home page, asking for public input on permit/lease renewals
and the assessment of public land health standards within the Field Office. This notice was
followed up inOctoberwith an Internet posting of the Field Office prioritiian of allotments

and a determination as to which allotments would be assessed according to the land health
standards. The proposed project was also posted on the Kremmling Internet NEPA Register.

INTERDISCIPLINARY REVIEW: SeelDT-RRC in Appendix 1
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FONSI

DOI-BLM -CO-120-2009-0018-EA

Based on the analysis of potential environmental impacts contained in the attached
environmental assessment, and considering the significance criteria in 40 CFR 1508.27, | have
determined that the Proposed Action will not have a significant effect omtharh

environment. An environmental impact statement is therefore not required.

DECISION RECORD

DECISION Itis my decision to authorize the Proposed Action (see Attachment #3 for new
grazing plan for allotment # 07115) as described in the attachedh&fenew livestocrazing
permit # 050181 1ntil February 28, 2019. The new permits will be subject to the mitigation
measures included below.

RATIONALE: The proposed action was chosen because it would result in better livestock
distribution, improve ggetative vigor and overall cover, protect watershed conditions, produce
more plant material available for bird use, especially by those species that nest on the ground,
and improve habitat conditions for sag@use.

When a livestock grazing permit/leasxpires, it is subject to renewal at the discretion of the
Secretary of the Interior for a period of up to ten years. Livestock grazing, when properly
managed in accordance with good rangeland ecology practices, has been proven to result in
improved lan health. The public benefits from public lands which are maintained in a healthy
condition and are able to produce sustainable resources for a variety of uses.

The livestock producer benefits from a renewed livestock grazing permit/lease to grgeefora

BLM managed land. Livestock grazing on BLM managed land is an integral part of the
|l ivestock producerd6s operation, and an i mport

MITIGATION MEASURES:

Culturat

-A Class lll field inventorywill be completedvithin the teryear expiration period of the
grazing permitMitigation would be identified and implemented in consultation with the
Colorado State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) if historic propertide@ated duringhe
subsequent field inventognd if BLM determinesha grazing activities woul@ddversely impact
the properties.

COMPLIANCEMONITORING: Compliance with the renewed livestock grazing permit and its
associated terms and conditions will be accomplished through the Kremmling Fiekl Off
Range Management Program. Livestock grazing will be monitored by the range staff and other
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area personnel, as appropriate, to ensure compliance. The Kremmling Field Office Range
Monitoring Plan will be used to schedule periodic utilization checkkeatdrend data, and

evaluate allotment condition. When activity plans have been developed covering an allotment,
monitoring methods and schedules included in them will be applied to the allotment. Changes
will be made to the permit, based on monitoymwgjen changes are determined necessary to
further protect land health.

NAME OF PREPARER Peter Torma

NAME OF ENVIRONMENTAL COORDINATOR Susan Cassel

DATE: 3/10/09

SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED OFFICIAL /s/ Peter McFadden

DATE SIGNED: 3/10/09

ATTACHMENTS:

1). Livestock grazing permit @501817
2). Standard Term and Conditions

3). Grazing plan for allotment # 07115

APPENDICES

Appendix 1i Interdisciplinary Team Analysis Review Record and Checklist
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