Posted:

U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
Kremmling Field Office
P.O. Box 68
Kremmling, CO 80459

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

NUMBER: DOI-BLM-CO-120-20090016EA

PROJECT NAME Renewal of Livestock Grazing Perm#it051819 for W Diamond Ranch
(Alan Wheatley) on allotments 07569 (Wheatley A), 07586 (Wagd), and 07588 (Wheatley
D).

LEGAL DESCRIPTION Kremmling Field Office (KFORadministered land includes all or part
of the following:

Allotment 07569 (WheatieA)
T.2N., R80W,, Sec3, 911, 15, 16, 222

Allotment 07586 (Wheatley B)
T.2N., R80W.,, Sec 10

Allotment 07588 (Wheatley D

T.3N., R80W, Sec3, 4

T.4AN., R80W.,, Sec21-23, 2628, 3335
APPLICANT: W Diamond Ranch

PURPOSE AND NEED FOR THECTION:

W Diamond Ranchdés | ivestock grazing permit #
07569 (Wheatley A), 07586 (Wheatley B) and 07588 (Wheatley D) expires on

February 28, 2009. W Diamond Ranch has applied for renewal of this permipeifhi¢ is

subject to renewal at the discretion of the Secretary of the Interior for a period of up to 10 years.
Renewal of this permit would allow the W Diamond Ranch to continue grazing on their

allotments for 10 years beginning on March 1, 2009.



DESQRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES

Backgroundhtroductiorllssues and Concerns

Allotment 07588 (Wheatley D) was assessed for compliance witht#melards for Public Land
Health in ColoradoStandardsduring the 1999 permit renewal process. An interdisciplinary

(ID) team from the Kremmling Field Office determined that 90 acr@sméadow by Rabbit

Ears Creek in the allotmentere not meeting Standard #uplandvegetation anavildlife) due

to histoic livestock grazing practicesA rotation grazing system was implemented where in odd
number years the livestock would start in the north pasture and move south as the grazing season
progressed. In even numbered yetirs cattle would start in the sbupasture and move north

as the grazing season progressed. ratenf movement would depend on fordgeels. This
allotment was reassessedthgID team on July 13, 2006The ID teandetermined thathe
allotmentis nowin compliance with the Standfs. The meadow by Rabbit Ears Creek that

failed Standard # 3 during the 1999 assesgwas found to have greatly improved, but that

there is still room for improvement. The ID team recommended continued monitoring to ensure
the meadow continues to impe

Allotment 07569 (Wheatley A) was assessed for compliance with the Standards on

August 19, 1998. The ID team determined that 760 acres in the allotment was not in compliance
with Standard # 3uplandvegetation andavildlife) and 300 acres were not @ompliance with

Standard # 1 (8ls) and Standard # Svaterquality) due to historic livestock grazing practices

A deferred rotation grazing systeg@ittachment 1was implemented at that time as the

appropriate action to bring the allotment into comuptie with the Standards. The allotment was
reassessed on July 13, 2086 part of the 2009 permit renewal process to determine the success
of the appropriate action and the current conditions of the allotment. The ID team determined
the entire allotmens now in compliance with all of the Standards.

Allotment 07586 ias ma | | ACO c at elgonotyeenaskessed faneomplianteh a t
with the Standards. However, the allotment was monitored in 2008. No issues or concerns are
associated with tkiallotment.

Praposed ActionThe Proposed Action woul@new livestock grazing permit # 0518d@h the
standarderms andconditions (Attachmen?) andcontinue the grazing systems implemented
during the 1999 permit renewalocess The allotments aneow in compliance with the

Standards and continuation of these grazing systems should keep the allotments in compliance
with the Standards. No changes would be made to the number or kind of livestock, season of
use, or authorized livestock grazing prefage in each of the allotments

The renewed livestock grazing permit # 051819 would authorize livestock grazing to the
following extent:

Allotment Livestock Season of Use| Percent Public AUMs
Number Kind Land
07569 (Wheatleyy 180 Cattle 05/167 06/19 100 207
A)
07586 (Wheatley 12 Cattle 05/1671 07/15 50 12
B)




07588 (Wheatley, 200

D)

Cattle

07/011 10/15

50

352

The total authorized grazing preference for Allotment 07569 is 208 AUMSs, for Allotmen® 0758
is 12 AUMs and for Allotment 07588 is 320JMs.

Design Features of the Proposed Action

e The permittee would be responsible for notifying the BLM of all county listed noxious
weeds which result from their livestock grazing operations.

e The BLM would be responsible for implementing control measures, which would include

partnershipwith the Grand County Weed Abatemengram.

¢ No motorized or mechanized travel is permitted within the Troublesome Wilderness
Study Area year roundAny rutting of soil ordamage to vegetatidound by such modes
of travel by the permittee or authorized dahsesvould have reclamation completed by

the permittee.

e Continue monitoringllotment for unnecessary or undue degradation. If unnecessary and

undue degradation isdiad within the WSA boundary due to grazing, implement

reductions in authorized use or other actions necessary to enstirepanment of the

WS AOSs
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f o rAttaphmens3dsravnaptof tleen
Troublesome Emergency Road and #f&osure.
e Permitting of motorized travel for fence maintenanahin the Wolford Mountain

Travel Management Area and Troublesoheenporary Road and Area Closure
Attachment 4 is a map of the WolfoktbuntainArea Designatedravel Routes.

Permittee would travel only along fencelines for this purpageno cross country
travel In the event a fenceline is also a landownership boundary, all motorized travel
would occur on the neBLM side of the fence.

as

e Permit caséy-case motorized crosuntry travelwithin the Wolford Mountain Travel
Management Areand Troublesome Temporary Road and Area Closur@stances of
retrieving injured animals or other emergencies. All instances should be approved by the

authorizing officer beforehand whengsible. In the case of an emergency, any
motorized crossountry travel would be reported to the BLM immediately. Any
permitted or emergency cressuntry travel will be evaluated for resource damage. Any
rutting of soil or damage to vegetation found&excessive and establishing a new route
would have reclamation completed by the permittee.

Wi

e No motorized travel is permitted within the Wolford Mountain Travel Management Area
during the winter seasonal closure between December 15 and April 15 witlcépdiex

of designated open routes for snowmobiles when there is a minimum of 12 inches of

snow. Attachment 5 is a map of the Wolford Mountain Area Winger Travel Restrictions.
e Specific restrictions and exemptions of the Wolford Travel Management Plan and
Troublesome Temporary Road and Area Closure would be part of the Terms and
Conditions of the grazing permit.
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