Posted:

U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
Kremmling Field Office
P.O. Box 68
Kremmling, CO 80459

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

NUMBER: DOI-BLM-C0O-120-2009001GEA

PROJECT NAME Renewal olivestock Grazing Permit 051820for Troublesome Valley
Ranch on Allotments 07538 (RCA), 07580 (Monum@regek), 07581 (Watson), and 07582
(Becker)

LEGAL DESCRIPTION Kremmling Field Office (KFORadministered land includes all or part
of the following:

07568 (RCA)
T.1N., R8OW., Sec 1-5, 911
T.1% N, R80W.,, Sec 32-35
T.2N., R.80W, Sec27-35

07580 (Monument Creek)
T.3N., R79W,, Sec.18, 19, 30, 31
T.3N.,, R.80W, Sec.13, 24, 25

07581 (Watson)
T.2N., R79W., Sec 21

07582 (Becker)
T.2N., R80W.,, Sec25

APPLICANT: Carol and Pete PetersehTroublesome Valley Ranch

PURPOSE AND NEED FOR THE ACTION

Troubl esome Valley Ranchodés | ivestock grazing
allotments 07568 (RCA), 07580 (Monument Creek), 07581 (Watson), and 07582 (Becker)

expires on February 28, 2009. Troublesome Valley Ranch has applied to renewstibshive

grazing permit. The permit is subject to renewal at the discretion of the Secretary of the Interior
for a period of up to 10 years. Renewal of this livestock grazing permit would allow the
Troublesome Valley Ranch to continue grazing on their dastgl allotments for a period of 10

years beginning on March 1, 20009.



DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES

Backgroundhtroductiorllssues and Concerns

During the 199%ermit renewal process, Allotment 07568 (RCA) was assessed for aon®li
with the Standards for Public Land HealthColorado (Standards)t was determined at that

time that the X Pasturg815 acresjvas not in compliance with Standat@ (upland vegetation
and wildlife) because the pasture contained too much cregtedtgrassAgropyron cristatum

and bare soil. The remaining 6105 acres in the allotment was determined to be in compliance
with the Standards. A rest rotation grazing system wasamphtedat that time as the
appropriate action to bring the allotmeamtio compliance with the Standardsollowing the

initial Standards assessments that began in 1999, guidance came out conceretdeysagas
compared to the expected natural vegetation community. The guidance allowed for a higher
percentage of the eded species to be growiirgthe area and it would still be in compliance

with Standard # 3 (upland vegetation and wildlife). The area that failed Standard # 3 in
Allotment 07568 (RCA) would fall into this categoryo assess the results of the charigebe
grazing sgtemand to meet the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
and the Kremmling Field Office RMRAllotment 07568 (RCA) was reassessed for compliance
with the Standardsn June 9, 2006 An interdisciplinary(ID) teamform the Kremmling Field
Office agreed the entire allotment is now in compliance with Standard # 3.

Al'l ot ment 07580 (Monument Creek) is an AMO ca
compliance with the Standards during the 1999 permit renewal probesKremmling Field
Office ID team agreed the allotment is in compliance with the Standards.

Al l ot ments 07581 (Watson) and 0 7No8sBesgmBnefork er )
compliance with the Standar dshowewrheyevgrai r ed on
monitored during the 2009 permit renewal process. No issues or concerns are associated with
these allotments.

Proposed Action

The Proposed Action would renew livestock grazing permit # 051820 with no changes to the
livestock grazig systems. The rest rotation grazing system implemented in T®08llotment
07568 (RCA)as allowed the allotment to improve ahis now in compliance with Standard

# 3 (upland vegetation and wildlife)Therefore, no new changes are required. Thegnaring
permit would be renewed with no changes to the number or kind of livestock, season of use,
grazing system or authorizéidestock grazing preference expressedifiVis* on any of the
allotments associated with this perm# copy of the proposedepmit with standard terms and
conditions is enclosed @gtachment 1

* AUM = Animal Unit Month = the amount of forage required to sustain one cow and her calf
for one month.

e The permit would be renewed for a period of 10 years from March 1, 2009 through
February 28, 2019.
e The Standard Terms and Conditionsuebapply
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e There wouldoe no changes to the numbekord of livestock, season of use, grazing
system, or amount of authorized preference expressed in AUMSs.
e The permittee wuld follow the authorizedivestock grazing plan.

The renewed livestock grazing permit # 051820 would authorize livestock grazing to the
following extent:

Allotment Livestock Season of % Public AUMs
Number Kind Use Land

07568 RCA 325 Cattle 6/11 6/30 95 305

07580 Monument 75 Cattle 7/017 8/15 100 113

Creek

07581 Watson 55 Cattle 6/171 9/15 11 21

07582 Becker 50 Cattle 6/17 9/15 25 44

The total livestock grazing preference for permit # 051820 is 325 AUMAlimment 07568
(RCA), 113 AUMsfor Allotment 07580 (Monument Creek), 21 AUMs for Allotment 07581
(Watson), and 44 AUMs for Allotment 07582 (Becker).

Design Features of the Propds&ction:

e The permittee would be responsible for notifying the BLM of all county listed noxious
weeds which result form their livestock grazing operations.

e The BLM would be responsible for implementing control measures, which include
partnership with th&rand County Weed Abatement Program.

e Permitting of motorized travel for fence maintenanahin the Wolford Mountain
Travel Management Areand Troublesome Temporary Road and Area Closure
Permittee would travel only along fencelines for this purpase no cross country
travel In the event a fenceline is also a landownership boundary, all motorized travel
would occur on the neBLM side of the fence.

e Permit caséy-case motorized crosountry travelwithin the Wolford Mountain Travel
Management Areand Troublesome Temporary Road and Area Closur@stances of

retrieving injured animals or other emergencies. All instances should be approved by the

authorizing officer beforehand when possible. In the case of an emergency, any
motorized crossountry travel would be reported to the BLM immediately. Any

permitted or emergency cressuntry travel will be evaluated for resource damage. Any
rutting of soil or damage to vegetation found to be excessive and establishing a new route
would have reclamatiocompleted by the permittee.

No motorized travel is permitted within the Wolford Mountain Travel Management Area
during the winter seasonal closure between December 15 and April 15 with the exception
of designated open routes.

Specific restrictions and exgtions of the Wolford Travel Management Péard

Troublesome Temporary Road and Area Closwrald be part of the Terms and

Conditions of the grazing permit.
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