Posted:

U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
Kremmling Field Office
P.O. Box 68
Kremmling, CO 80459

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

NUMBER: DOI-BLM-CO-120-2009003~EA

PROJECT NAME Renewal of Livestock Grazing Permits Kathleen Moore #0500149 and
Willford Ranches #0501824.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION Bureau of Land Management (BLM) administered land includes all or
part of the following:

07119(Independence)
T.11N., R.80W., Sec 20, 2127,28,29, 33,34
T.10N., R.80W., Sec 34

07093 (Spring Creek)
T.8N., R.78W., Sec 1920, 29, 30, 31,32
T.8N., R.79W., Sec 24
T.7N., R.78W., Sec 56

07094 (Leatherman Place)
T.8N., R.78W., Sec 20

APPLICANTS: Willford Ranches Kathleen Moore

PURPOSE AND NEED FOR THE ACTIONKathleen Moorés grazing permit # 0500149 that
authorizes grazing on allotments 07093 (Spring Creek) and 07094 (Leatherman Place) and
Willford Ranclés permit #0501824or allotments 07093 (SprinGreek) and Independence
Mountain (07191) expire on February 28, 2009. Kathleen Moore and Willford Ranches have
applied to renew their livestock grazing pesniThe perms aresubject to renewal at the
discretion of the Secretary of the Interior fqpexiod of up to 10 years. Renewal aésl

livestock grazing pernstwould allowthemto continue grazing otineir designated allotments

for a period of 10 years beginning on March 1, 2009.




Backgroundhtroductiorllssues and Concerns

During the1999 permit renewal pcess, it was determined that 1583es were not achieving
Standards for Public Land Health in Colorado (Standardsjadiiestock inallotment 07093
During the1999allotmentassessmentd338 acres were determined to not be achieving
Standardgor allotment 07191 Allotment07094 washot assed for Standards becausea
custodialallotment with ndknownresource concerns or problems.

Currently, Moore and Willfordlivestock gazing alotment 07093 is common. This allowsth
permitteedo share the allotment using a rotational grazing sysigeing 4 pastures. This system
allows both operators to keep their livestock separate from eachootherare the allotment and
pastures All other allotments are permitted to only one of the operators.

Since 1999, development of range improvements has occurred in allotments 07093 and 07191.
These projects include springdevelopments and internal fence construction.

Allotment 07093 wasgainassessed for standards in 2006. dllegment was noted as meeting
Standards. Concesaboutthecommon use and the Windmill pastueeeivinggrazing use two

times every five yearsevediscussed. Allotment 071%dasalsoassessed for compliance fo

Standards in June 200Buring the assessmettie allotment was determined to be meeting the
standards however much of the area fifasctioningatri s k 0 . Al |l otnaghent 070914
assessed for Standards becauseaitidsv priority allotment with no knen resource concerns or

problems.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES:

Proposed ActionThe Proposed Action would renew the livestock grazing peforit€athleen
Moore #0500149 and Willford Ranches #050182d implement a new griag system for
allotmens 07191 and 07093

The permit would be renewed for-y@ars (through February 28, 2019).

The Standard Terms and Conditions are included in Attachment #2.

There would be no change in AUMs.

The season of use on allotment 07@&3Willford Ranches would be increaséf days

to provideflexibility. The season of use would also be charmeti0 days foKathleen

Moore to adjust to their preferred grazing season.

e Grazing plas would be implementefbr allotment7093 which would splitthe pastures
providing Willford Ranches with two pastures dfidore Ranches with tw@astures

e A grazing plan would also be implemented for allotn@#191

Conversion to yearling use would be authorized at a rate, not to exceed 1.5 yearlings per

cow

The renewed livestock grazing permit would authorize grazing to the following déatent
livestock grazing permi#0500149Kathleen Moore)



Allotment Livestock Season of Use | % Public Land* AUMs**
Number Kind | Begin End
Spring Creek 200 C 6/11 7112 67 142
07093
Leatherman 20 C 6/01 9/30 100 80
Place 07094

*% Public Land is the percentage of forage within the public land (BLM) portion of the allotment.
*AUM = animal unit month = amount of forage required to suppardiv and calf for 1 month.

The proposed grazing system for allotment 07093 would rotate livestock through 3 pastures (2
BLM and 1 State) yearly.

Total AUMSs that would bewthorized for this permit i222.

The renewed livestock grazing permit would auttegrazing to the following extent for
livestock grazing permit #050182Willford Ranches)

Allotment Livestock Season of Use | % Public Land* AUMs**
Number Kind | Begin End
Spring Creek 77 C 6/11 9/1 100 210
07093
Independence | 111 C 5/21 10/15 |45 243
Mtn 07191

*9%% Public Land is the percentage of forage within the public land (BLM) portion of the allotment.
*AUM = animal unit month = amount of forage required to support 1 cow and calf for 1 month.

The proposedrazing system for allotment 07093 would retivestock through tw&LM
pastures.

The proposed grazing system for allotment 07191 would rotate livestock through five pastures.
Most years 1 pasture would be rested.

Total AUMSs that would be authorizedrfthis permit is 453.

Design Features of the Proposed Action

e Continue Riparian/Wetland Monitoring upward trend is not maintained, adjust
management.

e The permitteavould be responsible for notifying the BLM of all county listed noxious
weeds which result from their livestock grazing operations.

e The BLM would monitorthe allotmentgor further establishment or expansion of
invasive, nomative species.

e The BLM would be responsible for implementing control measures, which would include
partnershipwith the Jackson County Weed Abatememnb@ram.
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