Posted:

U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
Kremmling Field Office
P.O. Box 68
Kremmling, CO 80459

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION

NUMBER: DOI-BLM-C0O-120-2009-0028CX

PROJECT NAME Renewal ofLivestockGrazingPermits # 051949 for Coal Mountain LLC on
Allotment 00007 (Coal Mountain), # 051764 for Matheson Ranch on Allotment 07552
(Meadow), # 052926 for William Thomas Jr. on Allotment 07557 (Perkins), and # 051814 for
Elkfork Ranch LLC on Allotment 07565 (Brown).

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Kremmling Field Office (KFOldministered land includes all or part
of the following:

Allotment 00007 (Coal Mountain)
T.3N., R. 80W.,, Sec4 and 5

Allotment 07552 (Meadow)
T.3N,, R. 80W., Sec21-23, 2628

Allotment 07557Perkins)
T.3N,, R. 80W,, Sec17, 20, 21

Allotment 07565 (Brown)

T.3N., R 79W.,, Sec7 and 18

T.3N., R. 80W,, Sec 1-3, 1015, 22, 23
T.4N., R 80W., Sec23-26, 35, 36

APPLICANTS: Coal Mountain LLC, Matheson Ranch, William Thomas Jr., Elki®akch
LLC.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTIONThe Proposed Action would reneie following
livestock grazing permits

# 051949 for Coal Mountain LLC on Allotment 00007 (Coal Mountain),

# 051764 for Matheson Ranch on Allotment 07552 (Meadow),

# 052026 for William Thomas Jr.,

# 051814 for Elkfork Ranch LLC on Allotment 07565 (Brown).
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These permits expire on February 28, 2088.four permittees have applied to have their
permits renewedIimplementation of the Proposed Action would renew these permits for a
periodof ten years beginning on March 1, 200ehe permits would be renewed with no changes
to the number or kind of livestock, season of use, or livestock grazing preferenceeskpress
AUMs*,

* AUM = animal unit month = the amount of forage needed to support one cow and her calf for
one month.

The renewed livestock grazing permits would authorize livestock grazing to the following extent:

Permit Allotment Livestock Season of Use Percent AUMs
Number Knd Public Land
051949 00007 69 Cattle| 06/017 09/30 10 28
051764 07552 168 Cattlel 05/151 06/10 100 149
052926 07557 65 Cattle| 05/167 09/30 20 59
051814 07565 187 Cattlel 07/017 08/31 100 381

Allotments 00007 (Coal Mountain) and 07557 (Perkinscastodialc at egory ACO al |l o
with smal percentages of publiclan€at egory ACO all ot ments do not
compliance with th&tandards for Public Land HealthColorado (Standards). However, both

of these allotments were monitored in 2@0®I ro issues or concerns were identified.

Allotment 07552 (Meadow) isseimprovec at egory @Al 0 all ot ment . It
compliance with the Standards by an intseglinary (ID) team from the Kremmling Field

Office on July 13, 2006. It was determined that the allotment is in compliance with the

Standards.

Allotment 07565 (Brown) isrmimprovec at egory Al 0 all ot ment that i
Troublesome Wilderrss Study area. The allotment was assessed for compliance with the

Standards on August 18, 1998, during the 1999 permit renewal process. The allotment was
determined to be in compliance with the Standards. Since no changes were made to number or

kind of livestock, season of use, or amount of authorized livestockngrpreferencethe

allotment was nioreassessed for compliance with the Standaftiere are no known issues or

concerns associated with this allotme
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Maps: Hyannis Peak, Gunsight Pass
Whiteley Peak, Hinman Reservoir
BLM, Kremmling FO 10/29/2008
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07565 BROWN
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PLAN CONFORMANCEREVIEW: The Proposed Action is subjeotand has been reviewed
for conformance with the following plan (43 CFR 1610.5, BLM 1617.3):

Name of Plan Kremmling Resource Management Plan (RMP), Record of Decision
(ROD)

Date Approved:December 19, 1984;pdlated February 1999

Decision Number/Pagelivestock Grazing: pages 6 and 8, as revised

Decision LanguageObjectives of the RMP/ROD include allocation of a base level of
livestock forage and maintaining or improving forage production and conditemeas
where livestock grazing is a priority or is compatible with the land use priority. The
RMP designated allotments 00007 (Coal Mountain) and 07557 (Perkins) with a wildlife
priority. Allotment 07552 (Meadow) has a livestock grazing designatioratrAdint
07565(Brown) has a livestock grazing and forest products designation with a water
designation along the water courses within the allotment. The Proposed Action is
compatible with these designations.

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION REVIEW The Proposed An qualifies as a categorical

exclusion under 516 DM 11, Number: (D) (11) (&332 , fA( 1) t he same ki nd
grazed, (2) the active use previously authorized is not exceeded, and (3) grazing does not occur
more than 14 days earlier or laterthaas speci fied on the previous
following extraordinary circumstances in 516 DM 2, Appendix 2, apply.

Extraordinary Circumstances Yes No
2.1 Have significant impacts on public health or safety X
2.2 Have significantmpacts on such natural resources and unique X

geographic characteristics as historic or cultural resources; park,
recreation or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers;
national natural landmarks; sole or principal drinking water aquifer
prime farmlands; wetlands (Executive Order 11990); floodplains
(Executive Order 11988); national monuments; migratory birds; an
other ecologically significant or critical areas.

2.3 Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve X
unresolvedconflicts concerning alternative uses of available resour
[NEPA section 102(2)(E)].

2.4 Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environment; X
effects or involve unique or unknown environmental risks.

2.5 Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision X
principle about future actions with potentially significant environme

effects.

2.6 Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually X
insignificant but cumulatively gnificant environmental effects.

2.7 Have significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for X

listing, on the National Register of historic Places as determined b
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