Posted:

U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
Kremmling Field Office
P.O. Box 68
Kremmling, CO 80459

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

NUMBER: DOI-BLM-CO-120-2009003GEA

PROJECT NAME Renewal ol ivestockGrazingLease #051910 for Diamondtail Ranch on
Allotments 07254 (Shell Creek), 07255 (Crazy Mountain), and 07260 (Forrester Creek).

LEGAL DESCRIPTION Kremmling Field Office (KFO) achinistered land includes all or part
of the following:

Allotment 07254 (Shell &ek)
T.11N.,, R 76 W., Sec 1-4, 915, 2227, 34, 35

Allotment 07255 (Crazy Mountain)
T.11N.,, R 76 W., Sec4-9

Allotment 07260 (Forrester Creek)
T.11N.,, R 76 W., Sec17, 19
T.11N.,, R 77W., Sec13, 23, 24
APPLICANT: Diamondtail Ranch

PURPOSE AND NEED FOR THE ACTION

Di amondt ai |l Ranchodés | ivestock grazing | ease
allotments 07254 (Shell Creek), 07255 (Crazy Mountain) and 07260 (Forrester Creek) expires on
February 282009. Diamodtail Rand has applied for renewal tifeirlease. The livestock

grazing lease is renewable at the discretion of the Secretary of the Interior for a period of up to
ten years. Renewal of this lease would allow the Diamondtail Ranch to continue grazing on their
designated allotmestfor a period of ten years beginning on March 1, 2009.

Backgroundhtroductiorllssues and Concerns

During the 1999 permit renewal process, Allotment 07254 (Shell Creek) and Allotment 07255
(Crazy Mountain) were assessed for commeawith the Standards for Public Land Health in
Colorado (Standards). Both allotments were determined to be in complianedl witthe
Standard. Allotment 07254 (Shell Creek) was granted an increase in authdixizetbck

#



grazingpreference from 3BAUMs* to 455 AUMSs. The authorized livestock grazing preference
on Allotment 07255 (Crazy Mountain) was increased from 133 AUMs to 256 AUMs. There was
no change to the authorized grazing preference on Allotment 07260 (Forrester Creek).

* AUM = animal unit month = the amount of forage needed to support one cow and her calf for
one month.

All three allotments wereeassessed for compliance with the Standards on July 26, 2006.
Allotments 07255 (Crazy Mounta and 07260 (Forrester Creek) were determtodzk in
compliance with Standard # 3 (upland vegetation and wildlife) by an interdisciplinary (ID) team
from the Kremmling Field Office. The ID team determined Allotment 07254 (Shell Creek) was
functioning at risk for Standard # 3.

DESCRIPTION OF PROBSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES:

Proposed Action

The Proposed Action would renew livestock grazing lease # 051910 for a period of ten years
beginning on March 1, 2009 with the following change.

The authorized livestock grazing preference on Allotnd&254 (Shell Creek) would be reduced
from 455 AUMs to 365 AUMs. The 365 AUMs was the authorized prefengmmeto 1999
when the allotmenwasdetermined to be in complianegth the Standaré 3 (upland vegetation
and wildlife). In 1999, everyone recaged that the allotments had not been used maathe
permitted increases were not necessarily going to work long term. With the drdliginbent
7254(Shell Creekxould not sustain the increaserhe reductiorwould be the appropriate
action requied by the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the Kremmling Field
Office Resource Management Plan (RM&pring the allotment back into compliance with the
Standards.

Since Allotment 07255 (Crazy Mountain) was determined to be in compliarttéheit
Standards no reduction in the authorized preference would be required.

No change in authorized grazing preference was granted to Allotment # 07260 (Forrester Creek)
during the 199%aserenewal processo no changes would be implemented during [dase
renewal.

During the 1999 lease renewal process, a deferred rotation grazing plan was implénag¢nted
included all three allotmentsThis grazing system would continue to be in effect for the renewed
lease.

Allotment 07254 (Shell Creek) woultk permitted 30 days of use each year
Allotment 07255 (Crazy Mountain) would be authorized for 14 days of use each year
Allotment 07260 (Forrester Creek) would be authorized for 10 days of usgesach

Grazing on each allotment would be deferred tgust 1 one out of three yearStandard terms
and conditions would apply.



Renewed livestock grazing leas®51910would authorize livestock grazing to the following

extent:

Allotment Livestock Season of Use Percent Public AUMs

Number Kind Land

07254 (Shell 112 Cattle 6/17 9/30 81 364
Creek)
07255 (Crazy 48 Cattle 6/17 9/30 100 193
Mountain)
07260 (Forrester| 57 Cattle 6/171 9/30 100 229

Creek)

A copy of the proposed lease with standard terms and camlgienclosed as Attachment 1.

Design Features of the Proposed Action

e The permittee would be responsible for notifying the BLM of all county listed noxious

weeds which result from their livestock grazing operations.

e The BLM would be responsible for implementing control measures, which would include

partnershipwith the Grand County Weed Abatemenogram.
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