
   

Posted: ______________ 

 

 

U.S. Department of the Interior 

Bureau of Land Management 

Kremmling Field Office 

P.O. Box 68 

Kremmling , CO 80459 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT  
 

 

NUMBER:  DOI-BLM-CO-120-2009-0030-EA 

 

PROJECT NAME:  Renewal of Livestock Grazing Lease #051910 for Diamondtail Ranch on 

Allotments 07254 (Shell Creek), 07255 (Crazy Mountain), and 07260 (Forrester Creek). 

 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  Kremmling Field Office (KFO) administered land includes all or part 

of the following: 

 

Allotment 07254 (Shell Creek) 

T. 11 N., R. 76 W., Sec. 1-4, 9-15, 22-27, 34, 35 

 

Allotment 07255 (Crazy Mountain) 

T. 11 N., R. 76 W., Sec. 4-9 

 

Allotment 07260 (Forrester Creek) 

T. 11 N., R. 76 W., Sec. 17, 19 

T. 11 N., R. 77 W., Sec. 13, 23, 24 

 

APPLICANT:  Diamondtail Ranch 

 

PURPOSE AND NEED FOR THE ACTION:   

 

Diamondtail Ranchôs livestock grazing lease # 051910 that authorizes livestock grazing on 

allotments 07254 (Shell Creek), 07255 (Crazy Mountain) and 07260 (Forrester Creek) expires on 

February 28, 2009.  Diamondtail Ranch has applied for renewal of their lease.  The livestock 

grazing lease is renewable at the discretion of the Secretary of the Interior for a period of up to 

ten years.  Renewal of this lease would allow the Diamondtail Ranch to continue grazing on their 

designated allotments for a period of ten years beginning on March 1, 2009. 

 

Background/Introduction/Issues and Concerns:   

 

During the 1999 permit renewal process, Allotment 07254 (Shell Creek) and Allotment 07255 

(Crazy Mountain) were assessed for compliance with the Standards for Public Land Health in 

Colorado (Standards).  Both allotments were determined to be in compliance with all of the 

Standards.   Allotment 07254 (Shell Creek) was granted an increase in authorized livestock 
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grazing preference from 365 AUMs* to 455 AUMs.  The authorized livestock grazing preference 

on Allotment 07255 (Crazy Mountain) was increased from 133 AUMs to 256 AUMs.  There was 

no change to the authorized grazing preference on Allotment 07260 (Forrester Creek). 

 

* AUM = animal unit month = the amount of forage needed to support one cow and her calf for 

one month. 

 

All three allotments were reassessed for compliance with the Standards on July 26, 2006.  

Allotments 07255 (Crazy Mountain) and 07260 (Forrester Creek) were determined to be in 

compliance with Standard # 3 (upland vegetation and wildlife) by an interdisciplinary (ID) team 

from the Kremmling Field Office.  The ID team determined Allotment 07254 (Shell Creek) was 

functioning at risk for Standard # 3.   

 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES: 

 

Proposed Action:  

 

The Proposed Action would renew livestock grazing lease # 051910 for a period of ten years 

beginning on March 1, 2009 with the following change. 

 

The authorized livestock grazing preference on Allotment 07254 (Shell Creek) would be reduced 

from 455 AUMs to 365 AUMs.  The 365 AUMs was the authorized preference prior to 1999 

when the allotment was determined to be in compliance with the Standard # 3 (upland vegetation 

and wildlife).  In 1999, everyone recognized that the allotments had not been used much, so the 

permitted increases were not necessarily going to work long term. With the drought, Allotment 

7254 (Shell Creek) could not sustain the increase.    The reduction would be the appropriate 

action required by the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the Kremmling Field 

Office Resource Management Plan (RMP) to bring the allotment back into compliance with the 

Standards. 

 

Since Allotment 07255 (Crazy Mountain) was determined to be in compliance with the 

Standards no reduction in the authorized preference would be required. 

 

No change in authorized grazing preference was granted to Allotment # 07260 (Forrester Creek) 

during the 1999 lease renewal process, so no changes would be implemented during this lease 

renewal. 

 

During the 1999 lease renewal process, a deferred rotation grazing plan was implemented that 

included all three allotments.  This grazing system would continue to be in effect for the renewed 

lease. 

 

 Allotment 07254 (Shell Creek) would be permitted 30 days of use each year 

 Allotment 07255 (Crazy Mountain) would be authorized for 14 days of use each year 

 Allotment 07260 (Forrester Creek) would be authorized for 10 days of use each year. 

 

Grazing on each allotment would be deferred to August 1 one out of three years.  Standard terms 

and conditions would apply. 
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Renewed livestock grazing lease # 051910 would authorize livestock grazing to the following 

extent: 

 

Allotment Livestock 

Number     Kind    

Season of Use Percent Public 

Land 

AUMs 

07254 (Shell 

Creek) 

   112        Cattle 6/1 ï 9/30 81 364 

07255 (Crazy 

Mountain) 

   48          Cattle 6/1 ï 9/30 100 193 

07260 (Forrester 

Creek) 

   57          Cattle 6/1 ï 9/30 100 229 

 

A copy of the proposed lease with standard terms and conditions is enclosed as Attachment 1. 

 

Design Features of the Proposed Action: 

 

 The permittee would be responsible for notifying the BLM of all county listed noxious 

weeds which result from their livestock grazing operations.   

 The BLM would be responsible for implementing control measures, which would include 

partnership with the Grand County Weed Abatement Program. 
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