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CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION

NUMBE1t: COl 40_2008_O7OCE

CASEFILE/PROJECT NUMBER: COC-72995 I COC-72905

PROJECT. NAME: Lookout Mountain Communications Site Lease / Alamosa Properties, L.P., d/b/a

Sprint / Nextel

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: T. 6 5., R. 89 W., SWNESW Section 11,

Sixth Principal Meridian, Garfield County, Colorado.

APPLICANT: Alamosa Properties, L.P., dlb/a Sprint-Nextel

contact: Jerry Cunningham 303721-4003 / Brett Pfieger 303907-0844

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION: The proposed action is to authorize a telecommunication

cabinet within the footprint of Garfield County's approved communication site at Lookout Mountain

COC-23456. The 10 x 6 foot above ground grated metal platform holds two equipment cabinets is

already in place. The cabinet provides support to Sprint/Nextel ` s wireless telecommunications equipment

on Garfield County's Tower. During 2007's compliance check, it was discovered that both Sprint-Nextel

and Garfield County were in trespass. Concurrently, Garfield County is requesting their communication

site lease to be changed from a facility owner and allowed to lease space.

Because the cabinet is not within the facility shelter, Sprint-Nextel must be approved under a 2800-14 to

be a Facility Manager. If approved, the applicant would not be allowed to lease additional space on their

cabinet without prior authorization.

PLAN CONFORMANCE REVIEW: The Proposed Action is subject to and has been reviewed for and is

in conformance with 43 CFR §1610.5 and § 2800, BLM 1617.3 the following plan:

Name of Plan: Record of Decision and Glenwood Springs Resource Manauement Plan.

Date Approved: January, 1984; revised in 1988; amended in November 1991 - Oil and Gas

Leasing and Development - Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement; amended Nov.

1996 - Colorado Standards and Guidelines amended in August 1997 - Castle Peak Travel

Management Plan amended in March 1999 - Oil and Gas Leasing & Development Final

Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement; amended in November 1999 - Red Hill Plan
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Amendment; and amended in September 2002 - Fire Management Plan for Wildiand Fire

Management and Prescriptive Vegetation Treatment Guidance.

Decision Number/Page: Page 41, Utility and Communication Facility Management.

Decision Language: To respond in a timely manner to requests for utility and communication

facility authorizations on public land while considering environmental, social, economic, and

interagency concerns.

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION REVIEW: Right-of-way COC54381 was most recently reviewed for

NEPA compliance in the authorization covered by environmental analysis CO-078-3-1 023 in February

1994. Other communication rights-of-way within the same footprint are COC55952 / American Tower,

COC55573 / Verizon Wireless, and COC 13758 Garfield County.

The proposed action qualifies as a categorical exclusion under 516 DM 6, Appendix 5.4, Number: E.

Realty #12. None of the following exceptions in 516 DM 2, Appendix 2, apply.

12 Grants of right-of-way wholly within the boundaries of other compatibly developed rights-

of-way, and

The Departmental Manual 516 DM 2.3A3 & App. 2 requires that before any action described in the

following list of categorical exclusions is used, the exceptions must be reviewed for applicability in each

case. The proposed action cannot be categorically excluded if one or more of the exceptions apply, thus

requiring either an EA or an EIS. When no exceptions apply, the following types of bureau actions

normally do not require the preparation of an EA or EIS.

None of the following exceptions in 516 DM 2, Appendix 2, apply.

EXCLUSION YES NO

F. Have significant impacts on public health or safety. X

G. Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic

characteristics as historic or cultural resources; park, recreation or refuge lands;

wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national natural landmarks; sole or principal

drinking water aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands Executive Order 11990;

floodplains Executive Order 11988; national monuments; migratory birds; and

other ecologically significant or critical areas.

X

H. Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve unresolved conflicts

concerning alternative_uses_of available_resources_[NEPA_Section_1022E].

X

I. Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental effects or involve

unique or unknown environmental risks.

X

J. Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in principle about

future_actions_with_potentially_significant_environmental_effects.

X

K. Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant but

cumulatively significant_environmental_effects.

X

L. Have significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing, on the National

Register_of Historic Places as determined by_either the bureau or office.

X

M. Have significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, on the List of

Endangered or Threatened Species, or have significant impacts on designated

Critical Habitat for these species.

X

N. Violate a Federal law, or a State, local, or tribal law or requirement imposed for the

protection of the environment.

X
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0. Have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on low income or minority

populations Executive Order 12898.

X

P. Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal lands by

Indian religious practitioners or significantly adversely affect the physical integrity

of such sacred sites Executive Order 13007.

X

Q. Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious weeds or

non-native invasive species known to occur in the area or actions that may promote

the introduction, growth, or expansion of the range of such species Federal

Noxious_Weed Control_Act_and_Executive Order_13112.

X

Site Map, Drawings, and Communications Site Use Lease.
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INTERDISCIPLINARY REVIEW:

Name

Cheryl Harrison

Kay Hopkins

Carla DeYoung

Desa Ausmus

Tom Fresques

Jeff O'Connell

Dereck Wilson

Title

Archaeologist

Outdoor Recreation Planner

Ecologist

Wildlife Biologist

Fisheries Biologist

Hydrologist

Range Mgt Specialist

Area of Responsibility

Cultural and Native American Concerns

ACEC, VRM, WSR, Wilderness

T/E/S Plants, Vegetation

Wildlife, T/E/S Wildlife, Migratory Birds

Fisheries, TIE/S Fish

Soil, Air, Water

Invasive, Non-native Species

REMARKS/MITIGATION:

Cultural Resource/Native American Concerns: Class III cultural resources inventories GSFO#5499-10

and 1004-29 encompass the proposed action. No cultural properties were identified that are eligible or

potentially eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places NIRHP. There would be no

direct impacts to cultural resources from the implementation of the proposed action. However, indirect

long-term cumulative impacts from increased access and the presence of project personnel could result in

a range of impacts to known and undiscovered cultural resources in the vicinity of the location. These

impacts could range from illegal collection and excavation to vandalism.

A standard EducationfDiscovery/NAGPRA Stipulation for cultural resource protection would be attached

to the permit. The importance of this stipulation should be stressed to permittee informing them of their

responsibilities to protect and report any cultural resources encountered. This is especially important

since the CCC picnic area, an historic property eligible for listing on the NIRHP, is nearby.

- - - --

Gameld county American Tower

oFAA_

C0C72995/LookoutMtnCornrnSize/SprincNexte/ c/ha Alunosa P'ope'iies LP Page 4 qf /4



The following needs to be added to the permit and adhered to by all personnel involved in the proposed

action.

The National Historic Preservation Act N}IPA requires that if newly discovered cultural resources

are identified during project implementation, work in that area must stop and the agency Authorized

Officer notified immediately 36 CFR 800.13. The Native American Graves Protection and

Repatriation Act NAGPRA, requires that if inadvertent discovery of Native American Remains or

Objects occurs, activity must cease in the area of discovery, a reasonable effort made to protect the

items discovered, and immediate notice made to the BLM Authorized Officer, as well as the

appropriate Native American groups IV.C.2. Notice may be followed by a 30-day delay

NAGPRA Section 3d. Further actions also require compliance under the provisions of N}IPA and

the Archaeological Resource Protection Act.

Threatened and Endangered Species: The proposed action would have `no effect' to any federally listed

species and "no impact" to any candidate or BLM sensitive plant species.

Noxious and Invasive Plant Species: Surface disturbing activities associated with the communication site

will likely create a niche for the invasion of noxious weeds or other invasive species. The applicant will

monitor the project area for the presence of any noxious weeds and will be responsible for promptly

controlling any noxious weeds on the Colorado State List A or B except rcdstcm filaree within the lease

area. If the applicant chooses to use herbicides as the control method on public lands, a Pesticide Use

Proposal shall be submitted to the BLM and approved prior to initiating any herbicide spraying.

NAME OF PREPARER: Carole Huey, Realty Specialist

DATE: April 24, 2008

DECISION AND RATIONALE: I have reviewed this Categorical Exclusion Report and have decided to

implement the proposed action.

This action is listed in the Department Manual as an action that may be categorically excluded. I have

evaluated the action relative to the 12 criteria listed above and have determined that it does not represent

an exception and is, therefore, categorically excluded from ftirther environmental analysis.

SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED OFFJCIAL:

Associate ic d Manager

DATE SIGNED:

___________
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Form 2800-18 Issuing Office: C0140

Revised March 2004 Serial Number: COC-72995

THE UNITED STATES
Department of the Interior

Bureau of Land Management

COMMUNICATIONS USE LEASE

Alamosa Properties. L.P.. d/bfa Sprint-Nextel

contact: Jerry Cunthngham 303721-4003 / Brett Pfleger/Consultant 303907-0844

Lessee Name

333 Inverness Drive South EnElewood CO 80112

Billing Address -2 City SI Zip Code

THIS LEASE, dated this

____________

day of_______________________ , 20, by and

between the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, acting through the Bureau of Land

Management, Department of the Interior hereinafter called the `United States"

or "Bureau of Land Management", as authorized by the Act of October 21, 1976, and

implementing regulations 90 Stat. 2743; 43 U.S.C. 1701, et seq. 43 CFR 2800, and

Alamosa Properties. L.P.. dJbfa Sprint-Nextel, successors, and assigns hereinafter called the

"Lessee".

The United States and the Lessee are jointly referred to herein as the "Parties." As used herein,
the "Authorized Officer" refers to the Bureau of Land Management official having the delegated

authority to execute and administer this lease. Generally, unless otherwise indicated, such

authority may be exercised by the Field Manager or District Manager for the public lands

wherein the following described lands are located.

The United States, for and in consideration of the terms and conditions contained herein and the
payment to the United States

of a rental in advance by the Lessee, does hereby grant to the Lessee a lease for the following
described lands in the County

of Garfield , State of Colorado

T6S. R89W, SWNESW SECTION 11
6TH

P.M.

Legal Description hereinafter called the "property".

The Lessee accepts this lease and possession of the property, subject to any valid existing rights,
and agrees not to use the property, or any part thereof; except as a site for only the construction,
operation, maintenance, and termination of a

10 x 6 foot above ground grated metal platform holding two equipment cabinets

see Exhibit A Photo

communications facility.
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