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4. Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental effects or involve 
unique or unknown environmental risks. 

 X 

5. Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in principle about 
future actions with potentially significant environmental effects. 

 X 

6. Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant but 
cumulatively significant environmental effects. 

 X 

7. Have significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing, on the National 
Register of Historic Places as determined by either the bureau or office.  

 X 

8. Have significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, on the List of 
Endangered or Threatened Species, or have significant impacts on designated 
Critical Habitat for these species. 

 X 

9. Violate a Federal law, or a State, local, or tribal law or requirement imposed for the 
protection of the environment. 

 X 

10. Have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on low income or minority 
populations (Executive Order 12898). 

 X 

11. Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal lands by Indian 
religious practitioners or significantly adversely affect the physical integrity of such 
sacred sites (Executive Order 13007). 

 X 

12. Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious weeds or 
non-native invasive species known to occur in the area or actions that may promote 
the introduction, growth, or expansion of the range of such species (Federal 
Noxious Weed Control Act and Executive Order 13112). 

 X 

 
MAPS & PICTURES: 
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INTERDISCIPLINARY REVIEW:   
 

Name Title Responsibility 

Jeff O’Connell Hydrologist Soil, Air, Water, Geology 

Cheryl Harrison Archaeologist Cultural Resources and Native American Concerns 

Carla DeYoung Ecologist ACEC, Special Status Plants, Land Health Stds, 
Vegetation 

Tom Fresques Fisheries Biologist Aquatic Wildlife, Special Status Fishes 

Mike Kinser Rangeland Management Specialist Wetlands and Riparian Zones, Range Management 

Dereck Wilson Rangeland Management Specialist Weeds, Range Management 

 
REMARKS/MITIGATION:   
Cultural/Native American:  The Education/Discovery/NAGPRA Stipulation needs to be added to the 
permit. 

Education/Discovery/NAGPRA Stipulation 
The National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) requires that if newly discovered cultural 
resources are identified during project implementation, work in that area must stop and the 
agency Authorized Officer notified immediately (36 CFR 800.13).  The Native American Graves 
Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), requires that if inadvertent discovery of Native 
American Remains or Objects occurs, activity must cease in the area of discovery, a reasonable 
effort made to protect the item(s) discovered, and immediate notice made to the BLM Authorized 
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Officer, as well as the appropriate Native American group(s) (IV.C.2).  Notice may be followed 
by a 30-day delay (NAGPRA Section 3(d)).  Further actions also require compliance under the 
provisions of NHPA and the Archaeological Resource Protection Act. 

 
Area of Critical Environmental Concern 

Proposed activities would occur adjacent to the proposed Dotsero Crater ACEC.  In order to 
protect the ACEC geologic values which include the integrity of the crater rim, the applicant 
would extract cinders from the wall within the previously disturbed area northeast of the crater 
rim.   

 
Reclamation 

Following completion of extraction operations in a particular area, the applicant would reclaim 
disturbed areas in accordance with the existing mining and reclamation plan and to the 
satisfaction of the State of Colorado Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety and the Bureau 
of Land Management Glenwood Springs Field Office.  These activities shall occur the first fall 
following completion of mining extraction.    

 
Road Maintenance 

The applicant would perform road maintenance as needed to access operations.  The applicant 
shall complete these activities within the disturbed road corridor only and may not take material 
from outside this area to perform maintenance.  Maintenance shall not consist of sidecasting 
material or removing material from the graded surface but by regrading materials within the 
disturbed road corridor to improve access conditions.    

 
Signage and Delineation 

The applicant shall accurately and appropriately sign and delineate the permitted working area 
within one year of the completion of the contract for the sale of volcanic cinder.  Proper signage 
is important to protect the general public and would allow the BLM to analyze and monitor the 
operator’s progress with respect to surrounding resource concerns.   
 

Volumetric Accountability 
The applicant shall provide the BLM Glenwood Springs Field Office with volumetric or weighted 
tags quarterly once activities commence.  These tags would be used to evaluate the progress of 
the applicant and to assess when a new contract needs to be initiated.  These can be mailed to the 
Geologist at the Glenwood Springs Field Office, 50629 Highway 6 & 24, Glenwood Springs, 
Colorado 81601 or faxed to 970-947-2829.   
 

CONTACT PERSON:  For additional information concerning this Categorical Exclusion review, 
please contact Jeff O’Connell via email at Jeffrey_O’Connell@blm.gov or by telephone at 970-
947-2824. 
 
DECISION AND RATIONALE:  I have reviewed this categorical exclusion record and have decided to 
implement the proposed action.  This action is listed in the Department Manual as an action that may be 
categorically excluded.  I have evaluated the action relative to the 12 criteria listed above and have 
determined that it does not represent an exception and is, therefore, categorically excluded from further 
environmental analysis. 
 
 
 






