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A CRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS

Acronyms and Abbreviations

ACRONYM OR

ABBREVIATION COMPLETE PHRASE
ACEC Area of Critical Environmental Concern
BLM Bureau of Land Management
CFR Code of Federal Regulations
CNAP Colorado Natural Areas Program
CNHP Colorado Natural Heritage Program
EIS Environmental Impact Statement
FLPMA Federal Land Policy and Management Act
GUSG Gunnison sage grouse
IBA Important Bird Area
NCA National Conservation Area
ONA Outstanding Natural Area
PCA Potential Conservation Area
RMP Resource Management Plan
RNA Research Natural Area
SWCR Southwest Canyon Riparian Habitat
UFO Uncompahgre Field Office
USFS United States Forest Service
WCC Western Colorado Congress
WSA Wilderness Study Area
WSERC Western Slope Environmental Resource Coun
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.0 - EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

As part ofthe land use planning process for the Uncompahgre Resource Management
Plan (RMP), a Bureau of Land Management (BLM) interdisciplinary team reviewed
twenty-two proposalsof lands identifiedior special designation as Areas of Critical
Environmental ConcerfACECS). Elevemominationsvere submitted byexternal
sources(includingother agenciesindthe public) sevenwere submittedinternaly (by

BLM specialistsand four areexisting ACEG. The team analyzed theventy-two areas

to determinewhetherthey 1) are within the planning area art) contain values that

meet the relevance and importance criteria foynsideration as potential ACECs.

This report presents the evaluation forms usedthg BLM to evaluat all existing and
proposed ACECsNineteenareaswere found to meet the relevance and importance
criteria. Areas found to meet the relevance and importance criteria are identified as
potential ACECsand will be fully considered for designation and management in the
RMP

The BLM droppedrom further ACEC consideration areas that wefeund not to meet

the relevance and importance criteria.
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INTRODUCTION

2.0 - INTRODUCTION

The Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA) and BLM ManueddquddsSthe

BLM togive priority to the designation and protection Afeas of Critical Environmental
Concern (ACEC9 during the land use planning process. The BLM Uncompahgre Field Office
(UFO)is currently revisinghe 1985 San Juan/San Miguel and 1989 Uncompahgre Basin
RMPs. Th&JncompahgrdRMP will provide a single, comprehensive land use plan that will
guide management of public land within thecompahgrd?lanning Aregplanning area)
administered by the BO. Only the publiclandsand federal mineral estate managed by BLM
within the planning areare the subjecs of this document.

The planning are# insouthwestern Colorado(as shown in Map 1gnd consists athe
UFO, excluding the Gunnison Gorge National ConservatArea (NCA) and the
DominquezEscalante NCAWithin the planningarea,the BLM administerspgproximately
675,67 7acres of public surface land aB®34,662acres of federal mineral estate in
Montrose, Delta, Gunnison, Ouray, San Migaad Mesaounties.

The analysis and findings for ACEC relevance and importance cnt@saompletedin
accordance withtFLPMA Section 202 (43 US Code 1712[c][3]), 43 Code of Federal
Regulations 1610-Z, and BLM Manual 1613 (BLM 1988a).

2.1 Area of Critical Environmental Concern

An ACECis anarea of BLMadministered land where special management attention is
needed to protectits relevantandimportant valuegas detailed irgection 3.2 from
irreparable damag@&CECs are an administrative dgsation made by BLM through a land
use plan. Itis unique to BLM in that no other agency uses this form of designation.

2.2 Special Management Attention

Special management attention refers to management prescriptions developed during
RMPpreparationexpressly to protect the important and relevant values of an area from the
potential effects of actions permitted by the RMP, including proposed actions deemed to be
in conformance with the terms, conditions, and decisions of the RMP (BLM Manual
1613.12). Tiese are management measures that would not be necessary or prescribed if the
critical and important features were not present.
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Map 1 - Uncompahgre RMP Planning Area
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STEPS IN THE ACEC PROCESS

3.0- STEPS IN THE ACEC PROCESS

This section summarizes thmeajor steps in the identification and evaluation of ACECs.

3.1 Nomination

BLM staff, other agencies, or members of the public may nominate ACECs at any time, but
they are only designated during the BLM land use plannirgepso In addition, ésting
ACECs are reconsidered.

During the scoping period for the RMP revision, the UFO solicA&ECnominations from
the public.At public meetings,ite UFOshoweda Special Management Areasdisplay
panelanddistributed afact sheet providinghnformationon what ACECsare, dong witha
map showing current ACECs in the UF®he fact sheet and mapere alsomadeavailable
on the planningvebpage (http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/ufo/luncompahgre_rmp.htrihe
fact sheet and dplay panel are shown in Appendixand Bof this report In addition to
providing information on ACECs, the fact sheet stated:

The BLM wants your inplta.you know of any areas within the planning area that

meet the criteria for becoming an ACEC? Angividual or organization may

nominate an ACEC during the public scoping period. The nomination should

describe the areads special values. I nforn

and importance criteria (43 CFR 161y mustbe included in the nomirian.

3.2 Relevance and ImportanceCriteria

Nominations for ACECs must meet criteria oflevance andimportance as defined i3
CFR1610.72. This reportconsidersonly these criteria and does not discuss management
prescriptions Relevance antinportanceare further definedin BLM Manual 16134s
follows

Relevance

Areas meeting the relevance criterion possess
a fish or wildlife resource or other natural system or process; or natural haaard

An area meets the relevance criterion if it contaimse or moref the following:

1. A significant historic, cultural, or scenic value (including but not limited to rare or
sensitive archeological resources and religious or cultural resources important to
Native Americans).

2. Afish and wildlife resource (including but not limited to habitat for endangered,
sensitive, or threatened species or habitat essential for maintaining species diversity).

3 Draft E valuation of Proposed and Existing
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STEPS IN THE ACEC PROCESS

3. Anatural process or system (including but not limited to endaad, sensitive, or
threatened plant species; rare, endemic, or relic plants or plant communities that
are terrestrial, aquatic, or riparian; or rare geological features).

4. Natural hazards (including but not limited to areas of avalanche, dangerous @podin
landslides, unstable soils, seismic activity, or dangerous cliffs). A hazard caused by
human action may meet the relevance criteria if it is determined through the
resourcemanagement planning procdbsit it hasbecome part of a natural process.

An area also neets the criteria for relevance if it contage plant species or community
ranked G1through G3 orS1through S3 by the Colorado Natural Heritage Program
(CNHP). CNHP rankings are defined in Tabled the following page

Importance

To meet theimportance criterion, the value, resource, system, process or hazard resource

must oOhave substanti dhisigenkeradahygerangdi vabueg.!
local significance and special worth, consequence, meaning, distinctivenessedocau

concern, especially compared to any similar resource, or qualities or circumstances that

make it fragile, sensitive, rare, irreplaceable, exemplary, unique, endangered, threatened, or
vulnerable to adverse change. A natural hazard can be impoftarg a significant threat to

human life or property.

An area meets the importance criterionahe or moref the followingcharacteristics are
present

1. Has more than locally significant qualities that give it special worth, consequence,
meaning, digtictiveness, or cause for concern, especially compared to any similar
resource.

2. Has qualities or circumstances that make it fragile, sensitive, rare, irreplaceable,
exemplary, unique, endangered, threatened, or vulnerable to adverse change.

3. Has been recogmed as warranting protection to satisfy national priority concerns
or to carry out the mandates of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act
(FLPMA).

4. Has qualities that warrant highlighting to satisfy public or management concerns
about safety and publwelfare.

5. Poses a significant threat to human life and safety or to property.
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Table 1 - Colorado Natural Heritage Program Element Imperilment
Rankings

CNHP GLOBAL RARITY RANKING
(based on the range -wide status of a species)
Critically imperiled globally because of extreme rarity (5 or fewer occurrenc
or very few remaining individuals), or because of some factor of its biology
makingit especially vulnerable to extinction. (Critically endangered throughd
its range).
Imperiled globally because of rarity (6 to 20 occurrences), or because of ot
G2 |factors demonstrably making it very vulnerable to extinction throughout its
range. (Endangered throughout its range).

Very rare or local throughout its range or found locally in a restricted range
to 100 occurrences).(Threatened throughout its range.

Apparently secure globally, though it might be quite rare in parts of its rang
especially at the periphery.

Demonstrably secure globally, though it may be quite rare in parts of its ran
especially at the periphery

CNHP STATE RARITY RANKING

(based on status of species [relative abundance of individuals ] in each state )
Critically imperiled in statdbecause of extreme rarity (5 or fewer occurrences
or very few remaining individuals), or because of some factor of its biology
making it especiallyulnerable to extirpation from the state. (Critically
endangered in state).

Imperiled in state becauss rarity (6 to 20 occurrences), or because of other
factors demonstrably making it very vulnerable to extirpation from the
state.(Endangered othreatened in state).

Gl

G3

G4

G5

S1

S2

S3 | Rare in state (21 to 100 occurrences).

3.3 Consideration of Potential ACECs

Eacharea meeting theelevance and importana&iteria must be identified aspotential
ACEC andmust beconsidered aRRMP alternatives are developeHach potential ACEC
must beproposed for designation iat least onealternativein the Draft RMRBLM Manal
1613.222B. As RMP alternatives are developed, management prescriptions are fully
developed. Management prescriptianay (not must) vary across the alternatives.

3.4 Comments on Proposed ACECs

The publichas the opportunity to commentn the desgnation recommendations included
in this draftreport, and the public may comment on any aspect of the ACEC analyk&s.
comments areconsideredprior to finalizing the report The public will also have the
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STEPS IN THE ACEC PROCESS

opportunity to comment on the draft RMP.

3.5 Designation

Designation of ACECs occurs when the record of decidionthe EISis signed and the
RMP is approved.
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4.0 - ACEC IMPORTANCE AND RELEVANCE
EVALUATIONS

This sectiondescribes eachxisting and proposedrea andprovides arevaluaibn of
whether or not it meets thecriteria for relevance and importanc#ap2 on pagel0 shows
all existing and proposed ACEQdap3 on pagell showsareas that meet thCEC
relevance and importance criteria, and therefare identified as potential ACECA.
description evaluationand mapf eachproposed area follas.

4.1 Existing and Proposed ACECs Considered

The following table shows ACECs thidle BLM is considering; those exisenceunder the
current RMPs, and thodeeingproposed bythe BLM and publicThe tablealso shows
whetheranexisting or proposed AEC mees the relevance and importance criteria

Table 2 - Existing and Proposed ACECs in the Planning Area

RELEVANT
PAGE AND RELEVANCE |IMPORTANCE
NoO. ACEC NAME STATUS |IMPORTANT ?| CRITERIA CRITERIA NOTES
Needle Rock
9 |OutstandingNatural| Existing Yes 1,3 1,2,3
AreadACEC
Adobe Badlands
12 |OutstandingNatural| Existing Yes 1,2,3 1,23
Area/ACEC
Includes existing
Salt Desert Shrub BLM Adobe Badlands
15 |Ecosystem Bsearch Proposil Yes 2,3 1,2,3 Outstanding
Natural Aread ACEC P Natural
Area/ACEC
Fairview Rsearch I
18 Natural Area ACEC Existing Yes 3 1,2,3
21 |ResearchNatural Yes 2,3 1,2,3
Ared ACEC Proposl Natural
Area/ACEC
South Fairview Includes existing
ResearchNatural External Fairview RRsearch
24 AreaACEC, with Proposl Yes 2,3 1.2,3 Natural
CNHP Expansion ArealACEC
. BLM
28 |Roubideau Proposal Yes 1,23 1,2,3
7 Draft E valuation of Proposed and Existing
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RELEVANT
PAGE AND RELEVANCE |IMPORTANCE
No. ACEC NAME STATUS |IMPORTANT ?| CRITERIA CRITERIA NOTES
Corridors ACEC
RoubideatPotter- | External
31 Monitor ACEC Proposl ves 1,23 123
Lower
Uncompahgre External
35 Plateau Cultural Proposl Yes 1 L2
ACEC
San Miguel River -
37 ACEC Existing Yes 1,2,3 1,2,3
San Miguel River BLM ang Includes existing
40 gt -. | External Yes 1,2,3 1,2,3 |San MigueRiver
ACEC with Addition
Proposal ACEC
Gunnison Sage External
43 |Grouse Sitessan Pronosl Yes 2 1,2,3
Miguel ACEC P
Gunnison Sage
46 Grouse Sites West | External No > 1,23
Montrose County | Proposl
ACEC
Gunnison Sage
Grouse, Sims Mesg External
49 and Cerro Sites Proposl ves 2 1,23
ACEC
Dolores River BLM
52 |Slickrock Canyon Pronosl Yes 1,2,3 1,2,3
ACEC P
56 |La Sal Creek ACEQ 2X€Mal yeq 2,3 1,2,3
Proposal
Within proposed
External Dolores River
59 |Coyote Wash ACEC( Pronosl Slickrock Canyon
P ACEC- will not be
considered
61 |East Paradox ACEC( BLM Yes 2,3 1,2,3
Proposl
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RELEVANT
PAGE AND RELEVANCE |IMPORTANCE
No. ACEC NAME STATUS |IMPORTANT ?| CRITERIA CRITERIA NOTES
West Paradox BLM
65 ACEC Proposl ves 2,3 1,23
Paradox Long Valle External
68 |(West Paradox Roc Yes 1 1,2
Proposl
Art)
Tabeguache Puebilc External
71 |and Tabeguache Yes 1 1,2
Proposl
Caves
Within Dominguez
.| External Escalante NCA
73 | Young Egg Locality Proposl will not be
considered
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Map 2 - Existing and Proposed ACECs in the Planning Area
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Map 3 - Potential ACECs in the Uncompahgre Planning Area

Potential ACECs [ eusingAcecs Land Status A
[JProposedACECs [ Private A
BLM NCA

[ uro Boundary
0 10 20
e Miles  ERXX] Wildeness Study Areas

11 Draft E valuation of Proposed and Existing
AREAS OF CRITICAL EN VIRONMENTAL CONCERN
for the Uncompahgre Planning Area
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1. NEEDLE ROCKONA/ACEC

Status: Existing

General Location: Delta County, pproximately four miles southeast of Crawford,
Colorado, north of the Smith Fork River, and south of Missouri Flats.

Acreage: 83

Significance: The Needle RockOutstanding Natural Area (ONA) anACEC consists
mainly of a volcanic geological structurghmhighvalue scientific, interpretive, and scenic
characteristicsThe isolated sucture is the remaining core of a tertiary volcano.

General Description: This 8Bacre sitelocatedabout four milesnortheast of Crawford,
Coloradowas designated in thE989 Uncompahgre Basin RM#’the Needle Rock
ONA/ACEC. The spectacular volcanic formation rises almg800 feet above the Smith
Fork RiverValley. The areais managed to protect the $entificand scenic qualities ofeh
site.

Values Assessed:  NaturalSystem RareCeologicdleature
Scenic

Relevance Criteria Considered 1 and3

Importance Criteria Considered 1, 2,and 3

RELEVANCE CRITERION

YES/
No RATIONALE FOR DETERMINATION
A significant historic, cultural, or The ACEC is within a Scenic Quality
scenic value (including but not Class A area, and the aanic neck is ar
1 limited to rare or sensitive Yes iconic symbol for the North Fork of the

archeological resources and
religious or cultural resources
important to Native Americans).

A natural process or system Needle Rock is an outstanding examp
(including but not limited to of a rare volcanic neck.

endangered, sensitive, or

3 |threatened plant species; rare,

Gunnison region.

. . Yes
endemic, or relic plants or plant
communities that are terrestrial,
aqguatic, or riparian; or rare
geological features).
Draft E valuation of Proposed and Existing 12
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IMPORTANCE CRITERION

YES/

NO | RATIONALE FOR DETERMINATION
Has more than locally significant The area has regional interest and
qualities, which give it special worth| a tourist attraction.
consequence, meaning, distinctiven{ Yes
or cause for concern, especially
compared to any similar resource.
Hasqualities or circumstances that The fragile volcanic neck is eroding
make it fragile, sensitive, rare, and is susceptible to damage by
irreplaceable, exemplary, unique, Yes |visitors.
endangered, threatened, or vulneral
to adverse change.
Has beerrecognized as warranting The area was designated as a BLM
protection to satisfy national priority Yes Instant Study Area, which was pre

concerns or to carry out the
mandates of FLPMA.

FLPMA.
Part of CNAP October 1992.
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ACEC Map 1 - Needle Rock ONA /ACEC (Existing)
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2. ADOBE BADLANDSONA/ACEC

Status: Existing
General Location: Delta County, @proximately threemiles northwest of DeltaColorado.
Acreage: 6,383

Significance: The Adobe Badland®NA and ACECconsists of Mancos shale hills dfads
which, through wind and water erosiohave formed unique scenic formations. Tdhe e a 0 s
soils are highly erodible and salinesulting in high sediment loads and very salumoff.

The area also contains known apatential habitat forseveralfederally listecendangered
andthreatened plant species

General Description: The 1989 Uncompahgre Basin RMP designdteaditea located
approximately threemiles northwest of Delta, Coloradas theAdobe Badlands
ONA/ACEC.The areais managed to protect its uniqugcenic qualities, improve threatened
and endangeresdpecies habitat, and reduce actam@sion.The ACEC containsccupied
habitat forthe threatenedColorado hookless cactu8LM fnsitiveadobe penstemorand
other nativeplants The BLM Sensitiverhite-tailed prairie dog and kit foxnhabit the area.

Values Assessed  Botanical Federallyhreatened Species
Wildlife: BLM Sensitive Species
Scenic
Natural Process HighlyErodibleSoils

Relevance Criteria Considered 1,2,and 3

Importance Criteria Considered 1, 2,and 3

RELEVANCE CRITERION

YES/
NO [ RATIONALE FOR DETERMINATION
A significant historic, cultural, or The area is not significantly differer
scenic value (including but not limite than other Mancos shalareas.
1 [torareor sensitive archeological No
resources and religious or cultural
resources important to Native
Americans).
A fish and wildlife resource (includin Two BLMsensitive animal species
but not limited to habitat for (white-tailed prairie dog andit fox)

2 |endangered, sensitive, or threatene{ Yes [inhabit the area.
species or habitat essential for
maintaining species biodiversity).
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RELEVANCE CRITERION

YES/
NO [ RATIONALE FOR DETERMINATION
A natural process or system Colorado hookless cactus and adob
(including but not limited to penstemon, which are rare and
endangered, sensitive, or threatene| endemic sensitive plants, occupy th
plant species; rare, endemic, or reli¢ Yes |area.
plants or plant communities that are
terrestrial, aquatic, or riparian; or
rare geological features).
IMPORTANCE CRITERION VEY
NO [ RATIONALE FOR DETERMINATION
Has more than locally significant Adobe Badlands is listed in state ar
qualities, which give it special worth regional hiking guide books becaus
consequence, meaning, distinctiven| Yes | of its scenic formations.
or cause for concern, especially
compared to any similar resource.
Has qualities or circumstances that Adobe Badlands is withimadobe
make it fragile, sensitive, rare, roadless area, which is vulnerable
irreplaceable, exemplary, unique, adverse change (highly susceptible
endangered, threatened, or vulneral erosion) without special
to adversechange. management. Nearby private lands|
Yes |pose a threat of illegal off road
recreation, dumping, and other
damaging ses.
Saline soils are vulnerable to adver|
change, in the form of increased
erosion.
Has been recognized as warranting The area has been an ACEC since
protection to satisfy national priority Yes 1989,and is within an area

concerns or to carry out the
mandates of FLPMA.

designated as a WSA in 1992.

Draft E valuation of Proposed and Existing
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ACEC Map 2 - Adobe Badlands ONA/ACEC (Existing)

Adobe Badlands Existing N
Acreage = 6383.42 ] AcEC Submission Land Status
14S 96W, 155 96W [ smnca [ ] Private
[] uro Boundary State BLM
0 075 . I County Boundaries I County/City BOR
e Miles RREZ Wildemess Study Areas USFS . NPS
17 Draft E valuation of Proposed and Existing

AREAS OF CRITICAL EN VIRONMENTAL CONCERN
for the Uncompahgre Planning Area



ACEC IMPORTANCE AND RELEVANCE EVALUATIONS

3. SALT DESERT SHRUB ECOSYSTERNA/PROPOSEDACEC

Status: Proposed
Proponent: BLM (includes the CNHP Wells Gulch PCA)

General Location: Delta County, mrthwest of Delta, Colorado; north and east of
highway 50, and south of the Grand Mesa National Forest.

Acreage: 34,548 (including 6,383 for existing Adobe Badlands ONA/ACEC)

Significance: The proposed ACEC contains@re population ofthe threatenedColorado
hookless actus(Sclerocactus glaycesld desert shrubland communities (locally imperiled),
white-tailed prairie dog and burrowing owl (both BLM sensitive speci€h)s ecosystem is
easily disturbed and difficult to restore.

General Description: This broad, gently sloping shrub/grassland covers a large area east
of the Gunnison River in westerndé)a County. The existing Adobe Badlands ACEC lies
within part of the proposed ACECVegetationn much of the ared characterized by
shadscale with galleta grass, except on north facing slopes whedethie@ant grass is salina
wildrye. The area also tstwo occurrences of globally vulnerable to globally sed@8G5)
andlocally imperiled (G3/S2)old desert shrubland communities.

The area contains significant populationshef threatenedColorado hookless cactus
(G3/S3; globally and locally vulnerable), as well as BLM Sensitive specieta(letifgairie
dog, burrowing owl). The area is suitable habitat for and may have populations of BLM
Sensitive species kit fox (G4/S1; globallysedocally critically imperiled), and ferruginous
hawk (G4/S3B; locally vulnerable).

The largeflowered breadrootis frequent over a large areasually on the edges of dry
washes, but never very abundant in any one place. Associated species isgaoged
greasebush, low rabbitbrush, snakewged, i mpliraedVi®rmon tea, twin bladderpod,
Easterdaisy Indianpaintbrush, thrift mock goldenweed, and hairy golden aster.

The hills are quite free of weeds, except for some cheatgrass. Lowdwialgs are
dominated by greasewood, with seablight and winterfat. Low areas tend to be more weedy,
with cheatgrass and halogeton.

The clay soils derived fromflancosshale, with scattered basalt pebbles and cobbles on the
surface, were also typical of other sites.

The area haaBiodiversity Significance RankB2: Very High Biodiversity Significance

Values Assessed: Botanical Federallyrilangered arithreatene@ecies
Fish andVildlife: BLMSensitiv&oecies

Relevance Criteria Considered 2 and3
Importance Criteria Considered 1, 2,and 3
Draft E valuation of Proposed and Existing 18
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RELEVANCE CRITERION

YEeS/
NO | RATIONALE FOR DETERMINATION
A fish and wildlife resource (includin There is habitat for the following
but not limited to habitat for BLM Sensitive species: whiteled
endangered, sensitive, or threatene( Yes | prairiedog, burrowing owl, kit fox,
species or habitat essential for and ferruginous hawk, pronghorn
maintaining species diversity). antelope
A natural process or system (includil Much of the kmwn populations of
but not limited to endangered, the endemic and Federally listed
sensitive, or threatened plant specie Colorado hookless cactus are
rare, endemic, or relic plants or plan located in this area. The salt deser
communities which are terrestrial, shrubland ecosystem is easily
. S .| Yes . g
aquatic, or riparian; or rare geologic; disturbed and difficult to restore.
features). CNHP considers salt desert
shrubland in the area to be globally
vulngable and locally imperiled
(G3/S2).
IMPORTANCE CRITERION Ve
NO | RATIONALE FOR DETERMINATION
Has more than locally significant Adobe soils, within a selenium
qualities, which give it special worth| program management area; endem
consequence, meaning, distinctiven| Yes plant pecies; significant population
or cause for concern, especially of a Federally listed threatened and
compared to any similar resource. endemic species (Colorado hookles
cactus)
Has qualities or circumstances that Salt desert shrubland is ranked as
make it fragile, sensitive, rare, globally vulnerable and locally
irreplaceable, exemplary, unique, imperiled (G3/S2). Multiple exampl
endangered, threatened, oulnerable Yes in the area of how difficult this area
to adverse change. to recover from disturbance
activities. Multiple sensitive specie
known o have potential to be in the
area.
Has been recognized as warranting Possible demonstration area as
protection to satisfy national priority protected area for cactus and speci
concerns or to carry out the Yes |recovery.

mandates of FLPMA.

Biodiversity Significance RankB2:
Very High Biodiversity Significance
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ACEC Map 3 - Salt Desert Shrub Ecosystem RNA/Proposed ACEC
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4. FAIRVIEW RNAACEC

Status: Existing

General Location: Approximately four miles southeast of Montrose, Colorado, and about
3.5 miles east of highway 550.

Acreage: 213

Significance of the Existing ACEC The existingResearch Natural Area (RNA) arRiCEC
contains a significant portion ohe of the largest populations of the federally endangered
clayloving buckwheatEriogonum pelinophijum

Description: The 1989 Uncompahgre Basin RMP designated#iwwiewRNA/ACEC.
The ACEC has two tracts.The south tract (213acres) is the subject of this evaluatipand
is located about four miles southeast of Montrosehe north tractis in the Gunnison
Gorge NCA planning area, and wasdesignated with the NCA RMP in 20030uth
Fairviewcontains a large populatiasf clayloving buckwheatEriogonum pelinophijuiirhis
species is endemic to the Adobe badland$/oihtrose and Delta countiesyith the known
range restricted to less than 35 square miles.

South Fairvievalso containgative plant communities representativetbé sparsely
vegetated adobe badlands and a populatioin®BLM sensitive speciedabe beardtongue
(Penstemorretrorsus

Values Assessed: Botanical Endangered arBLMSensitivépecies
Relevance Criteria Considered 3

Importance Criteria Considered 1, 2,and 3

RELEVANCE CRITERION
YES/
NO | RATIONALE FOR DETERMINATION

A natural process or system (includil The area contais populations of the
but not limited to endangered, federally endangered ckigving
sensitive, or threatened plant specie buckwheat Eriogonum pelinophijum

3 |rare, endemic, or relic plants or plan| Yes
communities that are terrestrial,
aquatic, or riparian; or rare geologici
features).
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IMPORTANCE CRITERION
YES/
NO [ RATIONALE FOR DETERMINATION
Has more than locally significant The area contains a significant
qualities, which give it special worth portion of one of the largest
consequence, meaning, distinctiven Yes populatians of the federally
or cause for concern, especially endangered clapving buckwheat
compared to any similar resource. (Eriogonum pelinophijumG1/S1
species.
Has qualities or circumstances that The endangered clay loving
make it fragile, sensitive, rare, buckwheat(Eriogonum pelinophijug
irreplaceable, exemplary, unique, Yes [vulnerable to adverse change.
endangered, threatened, or vulneral
to adversechange.
Has been recognized as warranting The area is an existing BLM ACEC
protection to satisfy national priority within a recommended CNHP PCA
concerns or to carry out the The US Fish and Wildlife Service
mandates of FLPMA. Yes [could potentially designate habitat i
the area as critical habitat falay
loving buckwheatEriogonum
pelinophilujn
Draft E valuation of Proposed and Existing 22
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ACEC Map 4 - Fairview RNA/ACEC (Existing)

p—

S oy Nk
e
i [ o, - .

Fairview Existing

N
Acreage = 212.89 L] AcEC submission Land Status
BLM NCA Private

48N 8W, 48N aw D |:| A

[_] uro Boundary State BLM
0 095 05 [ County Boundaries County/City BOR @
e Miles BREZS Wildemess Study Areas USFS NPS

23 Draft E valuation of Proposed and Existing

AREAS OF CRITICAL EN VIRONMENTAL CONCERN
for the Uncompahgre Planning Area




ACEC IMPORTANCE AND RELEVANCE EVALUATIONS

5. SOUTH FAIRVIEW RNAPROPOSEDACECEXPANSION

Status: Existing, with proposed additional area
Proponent: BLM

General Location: Approximately four miles southeast of Montrose, Colorado; about 3.5
miles east of highway 550, and west of South Canal.

Acreage: 367

Significance of the Proposed ACEC The existing Fairview Research Natural Area (RNA)
and ACEC contains a significant portion of one of the largest populations of the federally
endangered clalpving buckwheatKriogonum pelinophijuand a good (Banked)

occurrence ofadobe beardtongueEfiognum pelinophilymvhich is 8BBLM sensitive species
andglobally vulnerable (G3/S3)

Description: The 1989 Uncompahgre Basin RMP designatedr#iview RNA/ACEC.
The ACEC has two tractsThe south tract (213acres) is located about four miles
southeast of Montrose, and is a part of this proposed ACH®@e north tract is in the
Gunnison Gorge NCA planning area, and waslesignated with the NCA RMP in 2002.
South Fairvieveontains a large population of a listed endangered species anaaignifi
populations of a candidate speci@ghite-tailed prairie dog) Since designation of the South
Fairview RNA ACECadditionaldense populations of cldgving wild buckwheat have been
discovered to the south. In addition, populations of this spelsase been receiving
increasing pressures from development both on and off Blrdds Much of the potential
suitable habitat for claypving wild buckwheat is located on private laragl has either
been developed or may be developed in the future

The area has aiodiversity Significance RamkB2: Very High Biodiversity Significance

This site has gentle to steep adobe hills, derived fidancosshale. The South Canal, with

an adjacenservice roadjs the east boundary of the proposed ACE®art of theBLM land

has been designated a Research Natural Area. Vegetation consists of desert shrub
communities, witlgreasewood in the bottoms and shadscale and mat saltbush on hillsides.
Plants frequently found associatedh the clayloving wild buckwheat andhé adobe
beardtongue are black sagebrush, woody aster, Gardaktbush, and bottlebrush

squirreltail.

Values Assessed: Botanical Federallyriflangerednd BLMensitivépecies
Fish andVildlife: Federal &didateSpecies

Relevance Criteria Considered 2 and3

Importance Criteria Considered 1, 2,and 3
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RELEVANCE CRITERION

YES/
NO | RATIONALE FOR DETERMINATION
A fish and wildlife resource (includin The area has whitgailed prairie dog
but not limited to habitat for habitat (a BLM Sensitive species th
endangered, sensitive, or threatene( Yes |has been petitioned for listing unde
species or habitat essential for the Endangered Species Act.
maintaining species biodiversity).
A natural process or system (includil There are clayjloving wild buckwhea
but not limited to endangered, (endangered) populations including
sensitive, or threatened plant specie areas of seedling generation (which
rare, endemic, or relic plants or plan[ Yes |arare occurrence). The area also
communities that are terrestrial, has occurrences of Colorado deser
aquatic, or riparian; or rare geologic; Parsley (a BLM Sensitive) and othe
features). rare plants.
IMPORTANCE CRITERION VES
NO | RATIONALE FOR DETERMINATION
Has more than locally significant The area has adobe saoils, significal
qualities, which give it special worth| populations of dederally listed
conseqguence, meaning, distinctiven{ Yes [endangered and endemic species
or cause for concern, especially (clayloving wild buckwheat).
compared to any similar resource.
Has qualities or circumstances that Clayloving wild buckwheat
make it fragile, sensitive, rare, (endangered) populations are
irreplaceable, exemplary, unique, endemic to area; highest densities
endangeredthreatened, or vulnerabl{ Yes [buckwheat are in the proposed
to adverse change. additions; threats to clajoving wild
buckwheat have been described ag
threats fran development.
Has been recognized as warranting Part of the proposed area is in an
protection to satisfy national priority existing ACEC.
concerns or to carry out the Threats to clayloving buckwheat are
mandates of FLPMA. predominantly due tairban
development. Much of the historic
habitat in the area has been or may,
Yes |be developed. Habitat for the

species is becoming restricted to
predominantly BLM lands in the
UFO.

FWS is currently evaluating potenti
Critical Habitat designation in the
areafor clayloving wild buckwheat.
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ACEC Map 5 - South Fairview RNA/Proposed ACEC Expansion
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6. SOUTH FAIRVIEW RNAPROPOSEDACECEXPANSION

Status: Existing, withCNHP-proposed expansion

Proponent: CNHP, WesternSope EnvironmentalResourceCouncil WesternColorado
Congress Craig Grother

General Location: Approximately four to eight miles southeast of Montrose, Colorado;
both east and west of South Canal.

Acreage: 4,249

Significance: The existing Fairview RNA and ACEC contamsignificant portion of one of
the largest populations dhe federally endangered ctiwing buckwheatEriogonum
pelinophilujm

The Dry Cedar Creek areaontainsan occurrence of the federalgndangered clalpving
buckwheat Eriogonum pelinophiju@olorado desert parsleyl{omatium concinnymwhich is
a BLM sensitive species agidbally imperiledbeardtongue Renstemon retrorsasadgood
neighbor bladderpodLesquerella vicipavhich areboth globally vulnerable

The South Canal areeontains an excellent occurrence of tfederally endangered clay
loving wildbuckwheat Eriogonum pelinophijuand he globally vulnerable adobe
beardtongue Eriogonum pelinophijum

Description: The 1989 Uncompahgre Basin RMP designated-tieriew RNA/ACEC.
The ACEC has two tractsThe south tract (213 acrg is located about four miles
southeast of Montrose, and is a part of this proposed ACH®e north tract is in the
Gunnison Gorge NCA planng area, and was f@esignated with the NCA RMP in 2002.
Fairviewcontains a large population of a listed endangered species and significant
populations of a candidate specieSince designation of the South Fairview RNA ACEC,
additionaldense populations of clayloving wild buckwheat have been discovered to the
south. In addition, populations of this species have been receiving increasing pressures from
development both on and off BLMnds Much of the potential suitable habitat for clay
loving wildbuckwheat is located on private landsd has either been developed or may be
develop in the future

The area had 8iodiversity Significance RaoikB2: Very High Biodiversity Significance
From the CNHP PCA descriptions for Dry Cedar Creek and South Canal areas:
Dry Cedar Creek

The Dry Cedar Creek areas the southern part of the Uncompahgre Badlands, consisting of
adobe hills derived fronrMancosshale. The area is mostly BLM land andragmented by
roads, canalgndpowerlines.The Dry Cedar Creek areaontainsan occurrence of the
federally endangered chyving buckwheatHriogonum pelinophijurithe site also contains
excellent (Aranked) and goo@B-ranked) occurrences ofolorado desert parsley

27 Draft E valuation of Proposed and Existing
AREAS OF CRITICAL EN VIRONMENTAL CONCERN
for the Uncompahgre Planning Area



ACEC IMPORTANCE AND RELEVANCE EVALUATIONS

(Lomatium concinnymwhich is a BLM sensitive species ghabally imperiledG2G3/S2S3)
excellent (Aranked) and fai{C-ranked) occurrences of the globally vulnerable (G3/S3)
adobe beardtonguePenstemon retrorsasdan unrankd occurrence of the globally
imperiled (G2/S2) gocdeighbor bladderpodlesquerella vicina

The low hills support sparseegetation of desert shrulpgciesincluding greasewood,
shadscale, mat saltbush, Gardner saltbush, and &#aek Associated spesiinclude galleta,
salina wildrye, Indian rice grass, bottlebrush squirreltail, wintgfatkly pear cactus, yellow
milkvetch, and woody aster. Common weeds in the area include cheatgrassaaada

thistle. Scattered Utah juniper occurs in uplandsisSare clay with some cobbles. The
adobebeardtongue was found on lower slopes with black sage, while the Colorado desert
parsley was usually aidges and in small drainages. The goetyhbor bladderpod was
located on a small mesa top next tonaater siorage tank.

South Canal

The South Canasite has gentle to steep adobe hills, derived friglancosshale. The South
Canal, with an adjaceservice road, runs through the sitelhe area has a mix of private
and BLM ownershipThis site contains an excellent occurrence of federally endangered
clayloving wildbuckwheat Eriogonum pelinophijuand a good (Banked) occurrence of
the globally vulnerable (G3/S&)jobe beardtonguePenstemon retrorsusdditional
vegetation casists of desert shrub communities, wigheasewood in the bottoms and
shadscale and mat saltbush on hillsides. Plants frequently found assodlatbé clay
loving wild buckwheat and the adobe beardtongue are black sagebrush, woody aster,
Gardnersalthush, and bottlebrush squirreltail.

Values Assessed: Botanical Federally Endangered @addidateandBLMSensitive
Species

Relevance Criteria Considered 2 and3

Importance Criteria Considered 1, 2,and 3

RELEVANCE CRITERION
YES/

NoO RATIONALE FOR DETERMINATION

The area contains Whit¢ailed
prairie dog habitat (a BLM Sensitive
Yes |species).

A fish and wildlife resource (includin
but not limited to habitat for
endangered, sensitive, or threatene(
species or habitat essential for
maintaining species biodiversity).
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RELEVANCE CRITERION

YES
NO | RATIONALE FOR DETERMINATION
A natural process or system (includil The area has gaulations of the
but not limited to endangered, endangered claypving wild
sensitive, or threatened plant specie buckwheat(Eriogonum pelinophijum
rare, endemic, or relic plants or plan including areas of seedling generat
communities that are terrestrial, Yes |(which is a rare occurrence). The
aquatic, or riparian; or rare geologic; area also has occurrences of
features). Colorado desert Parsley (a BLM
Sensitive species) and other rare
plants.
IMPORTANCE CRITERION VEY
NO | RATIONALE FOR DETERMINATION
Has more than locally significant The area has adobe soils, endemic
qualities, which give it special worth plant species, and significant
consequence, meaning, distinctiven| Yes [populations of a Federally listed
or cause for concern, especially endangered species (clewing wild
compared to any similar resource. buckwheat).
Has qualities or circumstances that Clayloving wild buckwheat
make it fragile, sensitive, rare, (endangered) populations are
irreplaceable, exemplary, unique, endemic to area; highest densities
endangered, threatened, or vulnerall Yes [buckwheat are in the proposed
to adverse change. additions; threats to clajoving wild
buckwheat have been described ag
threats from development.
Has been recognized as warranting Part of the proposed area is in an
protection to satisfy national priority existing ACEC.
concerns or to carry out the Threats to clayloving buckwheat are
mandates of FLPMA. predominantly due to urban
development. Much of the historic
Yes habitat in the area has been or may

be developed. Habitat for the
species is becoming restricted to
predominantly BLM lands.

FWS is currently evaluating the are
for Critical Habitat designatiofor
clayloving wild buckwheat.
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ACEC Map 6 - South Fairview RNA/Proposed ACEC Expansion
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