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Public Meeting ObjectivePublic Meeting Objective

Provide background on South Park Land Tenure Adjustment  Provide background on South Park Land Tenure Adjustment  --
Environmental Assessment (EA)Environmental Assessment (EA)

Why did BLM complete this EA?Why did BLM complete this EA?
What legal authorities bound the land tenure proposals in the EAWhat legal authorities bound the land tenure proposals in the EA??
What public participation process was followed?What public participation process was followed?
What alternatives were considered in this EA?What alternatives were considered in this EA?

Outline Outline BLMBLM’’ss proposed Resource Management Plan (RMP) amendmentsproposed Resource Management Plan (RMP) amendments

Review EA alternativesReview EA alternatives

Summarize example EA results (Erik, Leah, Summarize example EA results (Erik, Leah, NataleeNatalee, Keith), Keith)

Describe how and where public can view EADescribe how and where public can view EA

Provide details for EA public comment (30Provide details for EA public comment (30--day comment period)day comment period)

Describe next stepsDescribe next steps





BackgroundBackground
Why did BLM complete this EA?Why did BLM complete this EA?

Issues and concerns Issues and concerns –– new new 
informationinformation

WetlandsWetlands
Mountain PloverMountain Plover
Open SpaceOpen Space
Cultural ResourcesCultural Resources
PaleontologicalPaleontological ResourcesResources
South Park National Heritage Area South Park National Heritage Area 

Need for the actionNeed for the action
ResourcesResources
County Land Use PlanningCounty Land Use Planning

BLM Resource BLM Resource 
Management Plan Management Plan –– 19961996

South Park unitSouth Park unit

Limited public lands Limited public lands 
designated for retentiondesignated for retention

Current realty language with Current realty language with 
respect to BLM retention respect to BLM retention 
unclearunclear

RMP contains no language RMP contains no language 
specific to new resource specific to new resource 
concerns (i.e. mountain concerns (i.e. mountain 
plover)plover)



BackgroundBackground
What legal authorities bound What legal authorities bound BLMBLM’’ss proposal proposal 

and EA?and EA?
US Congressional Legislation & US Congressional Legislation & 
Presidential Executive OrdersPresidential Executive Orders

Alphabet soup of Acts & Alphabet soup of Acts & EOEO’’ss
Bound BLM land retention, disposal, & Bound BLM land retention, disposal, & 
exchange decisionsexchange decisions
EA Appendix 2

National Historic Preservation Act National Historic Preservation Act 
(1996)(1996)

National Environmental Policy Act National Environmental Policy Act 
(1969)(1969)

Endangered Species Act (1973)Endangered Species Act (1973)

Federal Land Management Policy Federal Land Management Policy 
Act (1976)Act (1976)

Resource Conservation and Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act (1976)Recovery Act (1976)

Federal Land Exchange Federal Land Exchange 
Facilitation Act (1994)Facilitation Act (1994)

Federal Land Transaction Federal Land Transaction 
Facilitation Act (2000)Facilitation Act (2000)

Recreation and Public Purpose Recreation and Public Purpose 
Act (1926)Act (1926)

EO 11988 Floodplain Management EO 11988 Floodplain Management 
and Protection of Wetlandsand Protection of Wetlands



BackgroundBackground
What public participation process was What public participation process was 

followed?followed?
BLM  South Park Land Tenure effort begins in BLM  South Park Land Tenure effort begins in 
February 2004February 2004

Public meetings in Public meetings in FairplayFairplay
February 2004February 2004
February 2005February 2005
January 2007January 2007
February 2008February 2008

Park County Commissioner meetingsPark County Commissioner meetings
February 2004February 2004
February 2005February 2005
January 2007January 2007
February 2008February 2008

Federal and State contact meetingsFederal and State contact meetings
USFSUSFS
USFWSUSFWS
NRCSNRCS
Indian TribesIndian Tribes
CDOWCDOW
State Land BoardState Land Board

Meetings with Interest GroupsMeetings with Interest Groups
Colorado CattlemanColorado Cattleman’’s Associations Association
The Nature ConservancyThe Nature Conservancy
Colorado Open LandsColorado Open Lands
Habitat Partnership ProgramHabitat Partnership Program
South Park Wetlands Focus GroupSouth Park Wetlands Focus Group
Colorado CattlemanColorado Cattleman’’s Land Trusts Land Trust
Front Range Resource Advisory CouncilFront Range Resource Advisory Council
Senator AllardSenator Allard’’s staffs staff
Senator SalazarSenator Salazar’’s staffs staff
Congressman Congressman LambornLamborn’’ss staffstaff

Public Comment PeriodsPublic Comment Periods
Feb 25 Feb 25 –– Mar 19, 2004Mar 19, 2004
Dec 13 2006 Dec 13 2006 –– Mar 1 2007Mar 1 2007
Feb 27 Feb 27 –– Mar 28 2008Mar 28 2008

275+ comments received 275+ comments received 
Dec 13 2006Dec 13 2006--Mar 1 2007 scopingMar 1 2007 scoping

EA Appendix 3



BackgroundBackground
What alternatives were considered in this What alternatives were considered in this 

EA? EA? 
Alternatives developmentAlternatives development

NEPA requirementNEPA requirement
FeasibilityFeasibility
PlanPlan--level alternativeslevel alternatives
Environmental impact comparisonEnvironmental impact comparison
Alts vary by land tenure categoryAlts vary by land tenure category

RetentionRetention
Exchange Exchange –– RestrictedRestricted
DisposalDisposal

Alts vary by BLM parcel acreageAlts vary by BLM parcel acreage
Alts vary by BLM parcel configurationAlts vary by BLM parcel configuration

No Action AlternativeNo Action Alternative
Alternative B (current situation)Alternative B (current situation)

Action AlternativesAction Alternatives
Alternative A (Alternative A (former proposed action)former proposed action)
Alternative CAlternative C
Alternative D (BLM Proposed Action)

Alternatives not consideredAlternatives not considered
Retain all BLM landsRetain all BLM lands

Range of alternativesRange of alternatives
EA considers realty EA considers realty allocation allocation 
alternativesalternatives

Numerous other land tenure Numerous other land tenure 
combinations possiblecombinations possible

Alternatives consider interests of Alternatives consider interests of 
society at largesociety at large

Alternatives do NOT considerAlternatives do NOT consider
Specific disposalsSpecific disposals
Specific exchangesSpecific exchanges



BLMBLM’’ss proposed proposed 
Resource Management Plan (RMP) Resource Management Plan (RMP) 

amendment decisionsamendment decisions
Proposed BLM parcel retention, disposal, Proposed BLM parcel retention, disposal, 
and exchange (and exchange (EAEA Map D Map D –– Alternative DAlternative D))

Proposed realty language definition Proposed realty language definition 
clarifications (clarifications (EAEA Table 1Table 1))

Proposed RMP decision language changes Proposed RMP decision language changes 
((EA Table 2EA Table 2))













EA Results SummaryEA Results Summary

EA considers direct, indirect, & cumulative impactsEA considers direct, indirect, & cumulative impacts

EA estimates how proposed retention, disposal, & exchange EA estimates how proposed retention, disposal, & exchange 
alternatives would impactalternatives would impact

BLM critical and nonBLM critical and non--critical environmental elementscritical environmental elements
BLM Colorado Public Land Health StandardsBLM Colorado Public Land Health Standards

Summary Summary 
Terrestrial Wildlife and Wetlands (Erik Terrestrial Wildlife and Wetlands (Erik BrekkeBrekke, BLM RGFO, BLM RGFO--Wildlife Wildlife 
Specialist)Specialist)
Recreation (Leah Recreation (Leah QuesenberryQuesenberry, BLM RGFO, BLM RGFO--Recreation Planner)Recreation Planner)
Realty Authorizations (Realty Authorizations (NataleeNatalee CzarnotaCzarnota, BLM RGFO, BLM RGFO--Realty Specialist)Realty Specialist)
Range (Keith Berger, BLM RGFORange (Keith Berger, BLM RGFO--Range SpecialistRange Specialist--Resource Advisor)Resource Advisor)



EA Results SummaryEA Results Summary



EA ResultsEA Results
Terrestrial Wildlife, Migratory Birds, WetlandsTerrestrial Wildlife, Migratory Birds, Wetlands

Mountain Plover Fen & Mire Wetlands



EA ResultsEA Results
Terrestrial Wildlife, Migratory Birds, WetlandsTerrestrial Wildlife, Migratory Birds, Wetlands



EA ResultsEA Results
RecreationRecreation

Affected EnvironmentAffected Environment
Primary recreation Primary recreation 
destinations = USFS + State destinations = USFS + State 
Wildlife Areas (SWA) + State Wildlife Areas (SWA) + State 
ParksParks

BLM lands adjacent to USFS & BLM lands adjacent to USFS & 
SWASWA

BLM lands offer opportunity, BLM lands offer opportunity, 
experience & setting forexperience & setting for

HuntingHunting
CampingCamping
Wildlife observationWildlife observation
Etc.Etc.

Environmental ConsequenceEnvironmental Consequence
Alt B Alt B 

Among alternatives:Among alternatives:
retains least amount of public land retains least amount of public land 
highest potential for loss of recreation highest potential for loss of recreation 
opportunitiesopportunities

Alt D Alt D 
Among alternatives:Among alternatives:
Retains highest amount of public landRetains highest amount of public land
Least potential for loss of recreation Least potential for loss of recreation 
opportunitiesopportunities



EA ResultsEA Results
Realty AuthorizationsRealty Authorizations

Affected EnvironmentAffected Environment
RightsRights--ofof--way (ROW)way (ROW)
Lands status and Lands status and 
adjustmentadjustment

Environmental Environmental 
ConsequenceConsequence

Alt B (No Action)Alt B (No Action)
no change of acreage no change of acreage 
available for ROWavailable for ROW
No mountain plover or No mountain plover or 
wetland restrictionswetland restrictions

Alt D (Proposed Action)Alt D (Proposed Action)
ROW restrictions on ROW restrictions on 
mountain plover mountain plover 
breeding habitatbreeding habitat



Alternative AAlternative A Alternative B (No Action)Alternative B (No Action)

Allot. NameAllot. Name OperatorOperator
Allot. Allot. 
No.No. ParcelsParcels

RetentionRetention DisposalDisposal ExchangeExchange RetentionRetention DisposalDisposal ExchangeExchange

Agate BedsAgate Beds
Stirrup Ranch Stirrup Ranch 
LLCLLC 50425042 22 22 22

Agate Mtn.Agate Mtn.
Harvey, David Harvey, David 
& Lark& Lark 59315931 66 66 66

Antero Res. Antero Res. 
AllotAllot

Esparza, Esparza, 
RafaelRafael 52285228 4747 4747 4747

Como Park Como Park 
EastEast

Armstrong, Armstrong, 
TimmTimm 58015801

122, 122, 
124, 124, 
132, 132, 
159, 159, 
169169

122, 122, 
132, 159132, 159 124, 169124, 169

122, 122, 
124, 124, 
132, 132, 

159, 169159, 169

EA ResultsEA Results
Range Management: Appendix 8 Range Management: Appendix 8 -- Table 21Table 21



How and where public can view EAHow and where public can view EA

Libraries Libraries 
16 public libraries in Park County, Colorado Springs, Denver 16 public libraries in Park County, Colorado Springs, Denver 
metro, Pueblo, and Fort Collins (printed copy)metro, Pueblo, and Fort Collins (printed copy)

List available on internet List available on internet 

InternetInternet
http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/rgfo/planning/south_park_land_http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/rgfo/planning/south_park_land_
tenure.htmltenure.html
digital copy (1.7Mb ~ 2 minutes)digital copy (1.7Mb ~ 2 minutes)

CD CD 
By request to By request to rgfo_comments@blm.govrgfo_comments@blm.gov

http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/rgfo/planning/south_park_land_tenure.html
http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/rgfo/planning/south_park_land_tenure.html


Details for EA public commentDetails for EA public comment

3030--day EA public comment period (February 27, 2008 day EA public comment period (February 27, 2008 –– March 28, March 28, 
2008)2008)

Email comments to:Email comments to:

rgfo_comments@blm.govrgfo_comments@blm.gov

Mail comments to: Mail comments to: 

BLM BLM –– Royal Gorge Field Office Royal Gorge Field Office 
Attn: South Park Land Tenure Adjustment EA, Attn: South Park Land Tenure Adjustment EA, J.VieiraJ.Vieira
3028 Main St.3028 Main St.
Canon City, CO 81212Canon City, CO 81212



3030--day Draft EA public comment period (March 28, 2008)day Draft EA public comment period (March 28, 2008)

Final EA, BLM Response to Comments, FONSI (Spring 2008)Final EA, BLM Response to Comments, FONSI (Spring 2008)

3030--day public protest period and protest resolutionday public protest period and protest resolution
BLM WashingtonBLM Washington--level functionlevel function

6060--day governors consistency review (concurrent)day governors consistency review (concurrent)

BLM BLM –– RGFO Field Office RMP amendment recommendationRGFO Field Office RMP amendment recommendation

BLM Colorado State Director decision BLM Colorado State Director decision 

Next StepsNext Steps
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