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I INTRODUCTION

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) adopted an Implementation Plan on June 15, 2007 that
sets the vision for recreational use of the Emerald Mountain Special Recreation Management
Area (SRMA) and defines constraints for this use. The Implementation Plan did not provide
specifics in terms of appropriate recreational facilities, amenities, and management of the

property.

Six community-based meetings were conducted over a five month period to solicit public input in
the development of this Emerald Mountain Special Recreation Management Area Implementation
Plan Amendment (SRMA Plan). These meetings were conducted due to public interest in the
future development of Emerald Mountain. The City of Steamboat Springs, in partnership with the
Bureau of Land Management, applied and were granted a planning grant from Great Outdoor
Colorado, GOCO, to further solicit public input regarding the development of this SRMA Plan.

Meeting Dates:

April 22, 2008 Craig, Colorado

April 23, 2008 Oak Creek, Colorado
April 23, 2008 Steamboat Springs
May 29, 2008 Steamboat Springs
July 24, 2008 Steamboat Springs

August 21, 2008  Steamboat Springs
Il. HISTORY
A. Land Exchange

The U. S. Department of the Interior Bureau of
Field Office and the Colorado State Land Board (SLB), along with the cooperation of the

Emerald Mountain partnership, and Western Land Group, acting on behalf of the group of

private participants, successfully completed a land exchange whereby BLM acquired

4,139 acres of state-owned land on Emerald Mountain (lllustration 1 and 2). The

Emerald Mountain Land Exchange Environmental Assessment/Plan Amendment (EA-100-
2006-089) and Decision Record was approved on October 4, 2006 with the land officially
transferring to BLM in February 2007.

The proposed exchange was consistent with the planning goals set forth in the Little
Snake Resource Management Plan (RMP) Record of Decision issued in June 1989 and
as amended in 1991. The land exchange also amended the RMP to make the addition of
the Emerald Mountain parcel consistent with the existing RMP and included management
for the new parcel.

The land exchange provided an opportunity to consolidate public and private land and for
the BLM to achieve better management of federal lands, meet the needs of state and local
residents and their economics, secure important natural resource management objectives,
and to manage land in Routt County as multiple use.
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