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I. Fee Site or Area Description 

The North Fruita Desert (NFD) Special Recreation Management Area (SRMA) includes 
72,000 acres and 250 miles of designated recreation routes.  Much of the area is desert 
valley floor with washes and sharp ridge geomorphology.   
 
The proposed fee site is a 37-unit campground located at the north end of Mesa County 
Road 18, north of Fruita, Colorado. The facility is managed by the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM), Grand Junction Field Office (GJFO) and is located in the North 
Fruita Desert (NFD) Special Recreation Management Area (SRMA).  The campground 
occupies about 40 acres in the heart of the mountain bike trail system. It primarily 
serves the mountain bike visitors, most of whom are tent campers.  The facilities include 
individual camp sites, as well as two group sites, with fire rings and picnic tables.  Each 
site has parking for two to four vehicles and is located within walking distance of one of 
four vault toilets.  Trail and campground maps are available from the information kiosks 
on site.  No water or garbage services are available.  
 
Visitors tend to be young adults, typically between the ages of 18 and 35 years of age.  
Most visitors are vacationing, in the valley visiting NFD and other nearby bicycling 
opportunities.  Their average stay is estimated at three nights.  Most of the motorized 
and equestrian visitors are from the nearby communities and do not regularly use the 
campground. 
 
Visitation is seasonal.  The early season begins in March and continues through early 
June.  In the hotter summer months, overnight use declines.  Visitorship increases as the 
day-time temperatures drop in September.  The late season continues into November 
most years.  The campground is generally at capacity Friday and Saturday nights, 15-20 
weeks per year. 
 

II. Recreation Use  
Based on the above information, we are proposing a fee of $10 per campsite per day as 
a reasonable and acceptable fee for use of the North Fruita Desert Campground. The 
relevant cost will be the periodic patrols and campsite cleanup, reprinting and 
distribution of maps and visitor information packets, pumping and cleaning of toilets, 
and fee collection.  Vandalism repairs, maintenance from routine use, and depreciation 
of assets are continuing costs. If a host program can be successfully established, many of 
these duties will be performed by the campground host.  Based on traffic counter data 
and ranger counts, BLM estimates 2,200 occupied campsites in the 2010 season and 
2,500 occupied campsites in the 2011 season. 
 
The benefits to the recreation user are outlined in the following bullets: 

 Unique opportunity to access singletrack trail system directly from campground.  

 Increased safety patrols.  

 Additional interpretive services and enhanced security.  
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 Increased facility maintenance and cleaning.  

 A beautiful campground setting with opportunities for family togetherness.  

 Greater ability to maintain facilities through tiƳŜ ǘƻ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜ άŘŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ 
ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜέ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ  

 Greater ability to increase the capacity of the campground, to reduce crowding and 
user conflicts. 

 
III. Management Objectives  

The objective of charging a fee to camp at the North Fruita Desert Campground is to 
improve management and visitor services at the campground.  The funds from the fees 
will contribute to campground maintenance.  The fees will also be used for public 
education and information, such as maps and information packets.  Fee revenue will 
also provide for visitor safety and on-site management through support of a 
campground host.  
 

IV. Financial Analysis (Cost, Revenues and Projected Development) 
The cost of maintaining the site on an annual basis is roughly $21,000.  Adequate 
maintenance and visitor services are currently not provided to standard due to lack of 
funding and related issues with staffing.  The campground is at capacity typically every 
weekend during the spring and fall.  Crowding and resource concerns have become an 
on-going issue within the campground and areas immediately surrounding the 
campground.  With limited funding opportunities expansion has been on hold for 
several years.  Restrooms are not being cleaned and restocked in a timely manner and 
often we are met with compƭŀƛƴǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎΩ ŎƭŜŀƴƭƛƴŜǎǎΦ  tŀǘǊƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ 
contacts are infrequent.  
 
1. Operations and Visitor Services 
 

$4,500 

2. Collections 
 

$2,460 

3. Safety/Security/:aw Enforcement 
 

$3,810 

4. Annual and Deferred Maintenance 
 

$10,050 

Estimated Annual Total $20,820 

 
The projected revenue has been determined through visitor use numbers and frequency 
of use at the campground.  If the fee of $10/per site is established, it is estimated that in 
the years 2012-2015 the average annual revenue would be $18,000-$20,000 per year.   
 
Projected development for this site includes a 60 site expansion of the existing North 
Fruita Desert Campground.  The BLM Engineering staff has surveyed the area and will 
design a logical and sustainable campground, with the appropriate infrastructure 
capable of supporting increased camping capacity.  A new road will be constructed to 
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support a portion of the expansion (32 sites).  This road will cross a drainage area twice, 
and potential erosion and stream flow issues will be mitigated by the installation of 
concrete culverts.  The current campground access road will be resurfaced with 
aggregate and reconstructed in critical areas.  This projected development will be on-
hold until special funding through a grant or other competitive source can be obtained.   
 

V. Fair Market Value Assessment  
Colorado State Parks has a developed campground located near the west end of the 
NFD SRMA.  The facility includes showers and a lake front location.  The user fee ranges 
from $14 to $22 per site per night.  Tent camping is available at a local commercial 
facility for $29 per night, and RV sites are about $38 per night, including all hook ups. 
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VI. Photographs and Maps 

  

Overflow camping outside of campground which is at capacity most weekends. 

  

Typical campsite at 18 Road Campground Typical weekend at trailhead adjacent to 18 Road Campground 

 

 
 

Restroom facility (CXT) Signage at entrance to the area 
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VII. Visitor Feedback  

For the past ten years, visitors have generally expressed strong support for some sort of 
a camping fee system when contacted by BLM rangers conducting informal visitor 
contacts in the camping area.  However, written feedback has generally been scarce on 
the topic of this fee proposal despite the efforts of the agency to get input.  Recent 
strategies have included comment forms and posters placed on site, on the web, at local 
bike shops, news releases and e-mail notifications from the BLM and partners.   
 
Fifteen total comments have been received 10 are in favor of the fee, 3 are not in favor 
and 2 are unclear.  Included is a copy of each comment as well as a copy of news 
releases, comment cards and posters used to solicit for comments.   

 
VIII. Comments 
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Dave Thompson [mailto:dthomp325@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 10:13 PM 
To: BLM_CO_GJ_Web_Mail 
Subject: Fruita Campground Comments 
 
I have a comment on the proposed fees for the Fruita campground that I would like 
forwarded to the Recreation Resource Advisory Committee 
(RRAC): 
 
I camp in Fruita once or twice every year. I don't really mind if there is a fee, but if a 
fee is instituted I have opinions about how the revenue should be sent. It would be a 
great shame if the campground lost its current character. I travel to Fruita not only 
to mountain bike, but also enjoy the rugged outdoor experience. I don't want to see 
paved-over campsites and RV hookups, as these would absolutely ruin the camping 
experience. There are already plenty of hotels and even an RV park in town for 
people who enjoy more civilized vacations. Please leave the North Fruita 
campground unimproved for those of us who enjoy that type of experience. I am 
happy with the pit toilets, and don't think anything else is necessary in the area. If a 
fee is imposed I hope the revenue is used towards maintaining the existing area, and 
not on 'upgrades' that destroy the area's current character. 
 
-Dave Thompson 
 
 
 
"McCutchan, Mary" <Mary.McCutchan@stmarygj.org>  
08/15/2011 03:51 PM  
To 
<GJFO_webmail@blm.gov> 
cc 
 
Subject 
Comments for fees on 18 road campgroun 
  
 
Hello, 
  
I applaud the agency for considering this. I donôt personally use this area, but in general donôt object to a 
nominal camping 
fee, particularly if area use increases and there is water and a pit toilet (and/or trash receptacles) and/or 
tables for 
visitor use. Although some might argue ñour taxes should pay for thisò  I think it fair to have a charge for 
those who use 
the place. A percentage of those using it might pay no taxes at all. 
In addition, I appreciate the agency giving a chance to comment rather than simply taking out the campsite 
because the 
funds arenôt there to maintain it. 
  
Mary McCutchan, CMD 
2837 Grand Falls Cir #4 
Grand Junction, CO 81502 

mailto:[mailto:dthomp325@gmail.com]
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Contact:          David Boyd, Public Affairs Specialist, (970) 876-9008 

 

Oct. 19, 2011 

 

BLM seeks public comment on campground fee proposal 
 
GRAND JUNCTION, Colo.  ï The Bureau of Land Management is seeking public 

comment on its fee proposal designed to better manage the 18-Road Campground in the 

North Fruita Desert. 

 

BLM is proposing to charge $10 per night to camp at this 37-site campground, which 

currently has no fee. Fees collected would be used on-site primarily for basic 

maintenance. Fees would also be used for visitor information as well as to support an on-

site campground host to provide visitor safety and on-site management. 

 

ñWe are at the point where we canôt continue to meet the needs of the public who use this 

area without charging a basic overnight fee,ò said BLM Grand Junction Field Manager 

Catherine Robertson.  

 

The campground is at the heart of the North Fruita Desert Special Recreation 

Management Area, which includes more than 72,000 acres and 250 miles of designated 

recreation routes primarily devoted to non-motorized recreation activities. In particular, 

the area is well-known for its single track mountain biking opportunities. 

 

BLM will present this fee proposal to the Colorado Northwest Resource Advisory 

Council on Dec. 1 in Gateway. The NW RAC is scheduled to make a recommendation 

about this proposal at this meeting.  

 

The fee proposal is available for public review at the GJFO, located at 2815 H Road, in 

Grand Junction, or online at http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/gjfo.html. Comments may 

be e-mailed to GJFO_webmail@blm.gov, or dropped off or mailed to BLM GJFO, 2815 

H Road, Grand Junction, Colorado 81506. Comments will be most helpful if they are 

received by Nov. 18, 2011. For more information, call Michelle Bailey (970) 244-3047. 

 

Before including your address, phone number, e-mail address, or other personal 

identifying information in your comment, you should be aware that your entire 

commentðincluding your personal identifying informationðmay be made publicly 

available at any time.  While you can ask us in your comment to withhold your personal 

identifying information from public review, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to 

do so. 

http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/gjfo.html
mailto:GJFO_webmail@blm.gov
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