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l. Fee Site or Area Description
The Mrth Fruita Desert (NFE3pecial Recreation Management Ar&RMAincludes
72,000 acres and 250 miles of desigrthtecreation routes. Much of the area is desert
valley floor with washes and sharp ridge geomorphology.

The proposed fesite is a 37unit campground located at the north end of Mesa County
Road 18, north of Fruita, Colorado. The facility is manageatidBureau of Land
Management(BLM) Grand Junction Field OffiJFOand is located in the North

Fruita Desert (NFD) Special Recreation Management Area (SRMA). The campground
occupies about 40 acres in the heart of the mountain bike trail systepnintiarily

serves the mountain bike visitors, most of whom are tent campers. The facilities include
individual camp sites, as well as two group sites, with fire rings and picnic tables. Each
site has parking for two to four vehiclesd islocated withinwalking distance obne of

four vault toilets. Trail and campground maps are available from the information kiosks
on site. No water or garbage services are available.

Visitors tend to be young adults, typically between the ages of 18 and 35 yeags.of a
Most visitors are vacationing, in the valley visiting NFD and other nearby bicycling
opportunities. Their average stay is estimated at three nights. Most of the motorized
and equestrian visitors are from the nearby communities and daegtlarlyuse the
campground.

Visitation is seasonal. The early season begins in March and continues tieangh

June. In the hotter summer months, overnight use declines. Visitorship increases as the
day-time temperatures drop in September. The late seasantinaes into November

most years.The campground is generally at capacity Friday and Saturday nigi6, 15
weeks per year.

Il. Recreation Use
Based on the above information, we are proposing a fee of $10 per campsite per day as
a reasonable and acceptalfiee for use of theéNorth Fruita Deser€Campground. The
relevant cost will be the periodic patrols and campsite cleanup, reprinting and
distribution of maps and visitor information packets, pumping and cleaning of toilets,
and fee collection. Vandalism raips, maintenance from routine use, and depreciation
of assets are continuing costs. If a host program can be successfully established, many of
these duties will be performed by the campground host. Based on traffic counter data
andranger counts, BLM dstates 2,20 occupied campsites in the 2010 season and
2,500 occupied campsites in the 20%&é&ason.

The benefits to the recreation user are outlined in the following bullets:
e Unique opportunity to access singtack trail system directly from campground.
e Increased safety patrols.

e Additional interpretive services and enhanced security.
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e Increased facility maintenance an

d cleaning.

e A beautiful campground setting with opportunities for family togetherness.
e Greater ability to maintain facilities throughivtiS 12 RSONXKI a S
adzSa Ay GKS 7Fdzi dzNBE o

e Greater ability to increase the capacity of the campground, to reduce crowding and

YI-)\yGSyI-yC)Sé Aa
user conflicts.

lll.  Management Objectives

The objective of charging a fee to camp at therth Fruita Deser€ampgound is to
improve managemenand visitor services ahe campground. The funds from the fees
will contribute to campground maintenance. The fees will also be used for public
education and information, such as maps and information packets. Fee rewgthue
also provide for visitor safety and eite management through support of a

campground host.

IV.  Financial AnalysigCost,Revenuesand Projected Development

The cost of maintaining the site @m annual basis is roughly $200 Adequate
maintenanceand visitor services are currentipt provided to standard due to lack of
funding and related issues with staffing. The campground is at capacity typically every
weekend during the spring and fall. Crowding and resource concerns have become an
on-goingissue within the campground arateasimmediately surrountghgthe
campground. With limited funding opportunities expansion has been on hold for
several years. Restrooms are hating cleaned and restocked in a timely manner and

often we are met with comp | A y (i &
contacts are infrequent.

1. Operations and Visitor Services
2. Collections
3. Safety/Security/:aw Enforcement

4. Annual and Deferred Maintenance

I d2dzi GKS

Estimated Annual Tote

$4,500
$2460
$3,810
$10,0®

$20,820

d RST SNNB R
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The projected revenue has been determined through visitor use numbers and frequency
of use at the campground. If the fee of $10/per site is established, it is estimated that in

the years 20122015 the average annual revenue would be $18;600,000per year.

Projected development for this site include$@site expansion of the existifgorth
Fruita DeserCampground. The BLM Enginegrstaff hasurveyedthe area andwill
design a logical and sustainable campground, with the appropriatesinficture

capable of supportinghcreased camping capacityA new road will be constructed to
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support a portion of the expansion (32 sites). This road will cross a drainage area twice,
and potential erosion and stream flow issues will be mitigated byirtbtllation of

concrete culverts. The current campground access road will be resurfaced with
aggregate and reconstructed in critical aredsis projected development will be on

hold until special funding through a grant or other competitive sourcebmanbtained.

V.  Fair Market Value Assessment
Colorado State Parks has a developed campground locetathe west end of the
NFD SRMA. The facility includes showers and a lake front location. The user fee ranges
from $14 to $22 per site per night. ftecamping is available at a local commercial
facility for $29 per night, and RV sites are about $38 per night, including all hook ups.
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VI.  Photographsand Maps

Typical campite at 18 Road Campground Typical weekend at trailhead adjacent to 18 Road Campgro

Restroom facility (CXT) Signage at entrance to the area
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Location of the North Fruita Desert in Western Colorado
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VII.  Visitor Feedback
For the past ten years, visitors have gengrakkpressed strong support for some sort of
a camping fee system when contacted by BLM rangers conducting informat visit
contacts in the camping area. Howewerjtten feedback hagenerallybeen scarce on
the topic of this fee proposalespite the effots of the agency to get inputRecent
strategies havéncludedcomment forms and posters placed on site, on the web, at local
bike shops, news releases andnail notifications fronthe BLM and partners.

Fifteen totalcommentshave been receivedO are in favor of the feg3 are not in favor
and 2 are unclearincluded is a copy of each comment as well as a copgw$
releasescommentcards and posters used to solicit for comments

VIlIl. Comments
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ry Melissa To Kenneth Straley/GJFO/CO/BLM/DOI@BLM
m- Milis/GJFO/CO/BLM/DOI &
A& 05/02/2008 09:50 AM A
Subject Fw: attn RRAC

History: 3 This message has been forwarded.

- Forwarded by Melissa Mills/GJFO/CO/BLM/DOI on 05/02/2008 09:50 AM ~—--

"Brandon Siegfried "
<brandon @gijrealsource .com To <GJFO_webmail@blm.gov>
>

cc

04/29/2008 04:39 PM
Subject attn RRAC

Fee access is a poor idea. No wonder every kid in America is sitting on their ass playing video games,
quit nickel and diming us to death. With all these gas and oil leases plus cattle leases on our land do you
not make any money from being a landlord full time?

| vote a strong no against this idea. | can't believe you're even asking. Our public lands are being
destroyed from gas rigs, trucks, new roads, dust, etc. What does all that lease money go

Brandon Siegfried
Chairman Grand Valley Ducks Unlimited

November 2011



You Said It, Sunday, May 11, 2008 Page 1 of 2

GJSentinel.com G2 PRINTTHIS

You Said It, Sunday, May 11, 2008
sunday, May 11, 2008

We wish to express our thanks to the neighborly gentleman rockhound who kindly stopped and lent us a crescent
vrench in the backcountry. It would have been a long, hot walk back to town with three dogs in tow. We will
‘emember our toolbox next time and not hesitate to repay the favor to another in need.

T'o avoid taxing citizens already paying their share to finance road repairs, we need to enforce the law that says new
‘esidents “must register their vehicles within 30 days of being employed and residing in the state. Residency is defined
1s owning a home or renting a place of occupancy.” I am tired of paying more taxes and fees because our present laws
wre not being enforced.

50, Myanmar doesn’t want our help with its disaster. They must remember George Bush'’s efforts after Hurricane
<atrina.

As an independent voter in a country (supposedly) as great as this one, I’m very disappointed in the dismal choices we
~ill have for the presidential election this year.

How can you call yourself a sportsman and avid hunter when what you do is sit on the edge of a prairie dog town and
sick off unsuspecting rodents when they come out of their holes? Great sport, and do you eat them? You just like to
<ill things.

T'o all the people who use Bureau of Land Management land and camping areas: It costs money for upkeep and
sicking up trash that other people leave. If you don’t like the cost of a campsite, I suggest you should not use it. You
yay money to stay in a motel; you pay money to go to a movie. If you don’t want to pay for use of our BLM resources,
hen don’t use them.

With Colorado Student Assessment Program scores dropping, maybe School District 51 should focus on the amount
>f time the students are out of school. There was not one month this year when the elementary students were in school
:very day. I understand the teachers need planning days, but with getting out early every Wednesday, do they really
1eed both? '

CSAP is a waste of time and resources. It demeans teachers and students to have the scores published. For what? So
someone can say, “My school is better than yours?”

[’m a mule deer doe with good genetics and in the prime of my life. I just survived a terrible winter in the Gunnison
3asin. Hundreds of my weaker friends perished. The Division of Wildlife spent more than a million dollars trying to
<eep some of us alive. Now I find out the DOW is going to shoot 70 of us come fall. Feed us, then shoot us. We don’t
hink they have any common sense, and they for sure are not our friends.

shooting prairie dogs is not hunting. It is simply murder and cruelty for fun. True sportsmen and hunters abide by our
ocal creed of “if you kill it, you eat it,” and teach their children to do so as well.
vote for this story!

ittp://cox.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=Y ou+Said+1t%2C+Sunday%2C+May+11%2... 5/12/2008
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ry Melissa To Kenneth Straley/GJFO/CO/BLM/DOI@BLM
yEe Mills/GJFO/CO/BLM/DOI -
_‘ | 05/02/2008 09:28 AM bee
Subject Fw: Attention:RRAC

History: = This message has been forwarded.

-— Forwarded by Melissa Mills/GJFO/CO/BLM/DOI on 05/02/2008 09:27 AM -

"Grand Junction Rockwood "
<bcrockwood @frontier .net> To <GJFO_webmail@bim.gov>
04/29/2008 07:33 AM cc

Subject Attention:RRAC

| am in support of a camping fee on BLM lands, including 18 Road. | also think it is time
to have permitting for mountain biking, from $15 to $25 annual fee. There are a ton of
bikes on the trial system in Colorado, especially in Grand Junction, and it should not be
a free ride as | see BLM out on the trails all summer and winter and always ask myself
who pays for all this, US tax payers that for the most part do not mountain bike. The
users should help pay to maintain the trail system and build new trails.

| truly appreciate all that the BLM does and the great trail system we have in GJ.
Bill Rockwood

739 Wilson Court
GJ, CO 81505
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my Melissa To Kenneth Straley/GJFO/ICO/BLM/DOI@BLM
M Mills/GJFO/CO/BLM/DOI =
SR (022008 09:51 AM
bece
Subject Fw: Camping fees

History: 3 This message has been forwarded.

- Forwarded by Melissa Mills/GJFO/CO/BLM/DOI on 05/02/2008 09:51 AM —--

ronald johnson
<sweetpilgrim @yahoo.com> To GJFO_webmail@bim.gov
04/29/2008 05:42 PM cc

Subject Camping fees

Please do not raise or establish fees at BLM campgrounds. There ought to be some basic
things we can do without paying fees, there are so many expenses already.

Maintenance can be accomplished by volunteers rather than campground hosts who take
up a valuable site and by volunteers and community service workers from the court
system.

Please consider these comments and thanks for taking input from the public.
Ron

Ron Johnson
Grand Junction, Colorado

970 245-2294

Be a better friend, newshound, and
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----- Original Message----

From: Dave Thompsorimailto:dthomp325@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 10:13 PM

To: BLM_CO_GJ_Web_Mail

Subject: Fruita Campground Comments

| have a comment on the proposed fees for the Ata campground that | would like
forwarded to the Recreation Resource Advisory Committee
(RRAC):

| camp in Fruita once or twice every year. | don't really mind if there is a fee, but if a
fee is instituted | have opinions about how the revenue should beest. It would be a
great shame if the campground lost its current character. | travel to Fruita not only
to mountain bike, but also enjoy the rugged outdoor experience. | don't want to see
paved-over campsites and RV hookups, as these would absolutely rulre camping
experience. There are already plenty of hotels and even an RV park in town for
people who enjoy more civilized vacations. Please leave the North Fruita
campground unimproved for those of us who enjoy that type of experience. | am
happy with the pit toilets, and don't think anything else is necessary in the area. If a
fee is imposed | hope the revenue is used towards maintaining the existing area, and
not on 'upgrades' that destroy the area's current character.

-Dave Thompson

"McCutchan, Mary" <Mary.McCutchan@stmarygj.org>
08/15/2011 03:51 PM

To

<GJFO_webmail@blm.gov>

cc

Subject
Comments for fees on 18 road campgroun

Hello,

I applaud the agency for considering this. | don6t persona
nominal camping

fee, particularly if area use increases and there is water and a pit toilet (and/or trash receptacles) and/or

tables for

visitor use. Although some might argue fAour taxes should p
those who use

the place. A percentage of those using it might pay no taxes at all.

In addition, | appreciate the agency giving a chance to comment rather than simply taking out the campsite

because the

funds arendét there to maintain it.

Mary McCutchan, CMD
2837 Grand Falls Cir #4
Grand Junction, CO 81502

14
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mailto:[mailto:dthomp325@gmail.com]

Meza County, Colorado

BOARD OF COUNTY COMNMISSION ERS
District 1- Craig J. Meis (870) 244-1805
District 2 - Sleven Acquafresca (870) 244-1604
District 3 - Janet Rowland (870) 244-1606

P.0. Box 20,000 -544 Rood Avenue - Grand Junction, Colerado B1502-50 10 - FAX (270) 244-1820

July 20, 2011

Catherine Robertson, Field Manager
United States Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management

Grand Junction Field Office

2815 H Road

Grand Junction, CO 81506

Dear Catherine :

This letter iz to let you know that the Mesa County Commissioners support your proposal to
charge fees at the Morth Fruita Desert Campground.

With the increased usage of the 18 Road area for camping, we feel it is important that the
camping faciliies be maintained in that area for ciizens. We fully support your idea of charging
a $10.00 fee to allow the Bureau of Land Management to maintain a camping facility with a
campgrourdd host, dean toilets, and trash containers.

aincerely, <) &

y [ .f;.._” L
~Eha X N JI3'2 (VAN

. dgnet Ruwland, Chatr
Bozrd of Commissioners

e Commissioners Craig Meis and Steve Acguafresca
Chantal Unfug, County Administrator
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Date: July 6, 2011

To:  Bureau of Land Management, Grand Junction Field Office

Attn- Catherine Robertson

From: Colorado Plateau Mountain Bike Trail Association (COPMOBA)
Re:- 1RdCampground Fee

There has been recent discussion regarding the proposal o establish a usage fee for the campground on
18 PBd that serves the North Fruita Desert recreation area. This campground and surrounding areas
experience significant mountain bike visitor use during the peak season. Asa very important part of the
camping and riding experience in the North Fruita Desert area, COPMOBA believes that it is important for
the BIM to maintain this campground m a suitable manmer. COPMOBA supports the implementation of a
modest user fee to aid in allowing BLM to maintain the campground, provide toilet and trash services,
and possibly even establish a campground host. Discussions within COPMOBA have centered around fee
amounts in the $8 - $12/day range.

COPMOBA also supports further expansion ofthe campground as mformal camping in adjacent areas has
expanded to extreme levels in recent years. We believe that it would improve the sanitation and
sustainability issues associated with dispersed camping if the campground area were to be expanded at

the earliest possible time.
Sincerely, \
4 E;z/’ ZW
i £
i
Scott Winans
COPMOBA President

16
November 2011



November 2011




November 2011

COMMENTS

_WERSON R E 10 CRARGE N

Ne: &M BP2NOOD OF  Z10  Pei /\f(élff“
2 CEESET Cosa s o MAAT NCr-
P TR S RECYC e JLESACYAL /%
ETH _THAT AMSUNTT T HeL P PAT
TP A CAMAPS S,

18



Michale L
Ba leyiEdF DG OaL0 M D

CEMEEDNTT 0B2T7 aM

Wichzllz Bailay

Ouildosr Recraation Planaer
Surzau of Lasd YMaragement
Grand Juncticn Field OFice
215 H Road

Lo Juncticn, SO E1508
1870 244-3047

To CJ=0 webmail @EIm.goe

=
[+ =
=
[ [tas
) =
Subject Fwe 1E Soal Carpgadund i
o
-0
=
e
L0
£rl

The eyas af P fulune arg leaking back al s ard they are praviag for us o see bayvond oo Lme
Te-ry Terrpast Williams
—— Fearasardenl oy dichele | F.hill::,--'l"n_lF QU s o GEM0GEMZE01T7 C8-26 Ak

GRS ressd
i <ghrigrees @asenproduedio
M, et

DEMENT CR2T AR

Hizl 1en Bad Do,

I am all for chargizg a
ri. aren. 1T

IEdSL
Pl dencer Torw she
CAMPIrounds fElare parks In

I anres

Thars wow - Chrds

Uhris Bood

call 0D dla 1232

Lax ATE.R2T1.3135
ahrisresdiszosr cpradust ions
ww | ascanLprodeclions. net

Ore Moy 8, 2011, ab 10:1a ax,

= Gowwd mornire -

Advigary Council [HACL n
Aesisian.
gask an the wab,
Irrias .1II':1 L} T,
wou have thoughos youw wounld
phLoase oive e oA call.

WOWOW W W W

Havwe

November 2011

table Cee Lor

“he area.

the Leas will anly aloc in

hews & oguick updooo
= Camprrounnd. . T will be subodooing
mi g - Rk,
corwanls Loar Che publlc EE=3 Kl
Tf wou have a plase ko display Rhis

Likn b AMPTRESS 0T wan. maco

Tar ek eyl go

[

Sumect Fe: T8 Micad Campgredid

Lhe usae ol

camc grounds oan knae LB
B OIS =0 TS DO

tor slightly less thary laoozl

che vp RKoop and loorowesanis

et

mibaileydbln, gov wrocs:

> o the f22 proposal for Lhe 15 Zoad
Lhe prupasel t=sgaint oo ke Beosooroo

In tho meantime, T owoeld liks ra gek
Lh= arsea to help the BAD make a osbier a

informabiar al, your shop or
I would raslly acpreciate Lz as wirk amyrhing, thare are
s the moge inlozraltlan the beller 1 my oplalan Il any ol

infoarmanion,

A wanderlul weekend and daon't forges an 1s

19



o

*Fiuan, Samela* "o wRJFS webna 1Skl goe -
(_ ’ sgiush @eolaradarn o> o
UL R e T I R H - Y|
hici;
kel

lweleerre e Tee propasal fon 13 10ad, g5 itwill help mzrepe w2 ez, heep it cless, and halp insarn
users af the fragility of -he desert poosystem.

Bumety Rusk

[esloiction. Chais
Corleraie dloumtuin O loue
(S RT0-4527

November 2011

20



45
BLM, Y ) 7
L SHreiply o farns % a¥o
/44/2 ca/»ml/a,;_;;tb Lk /h,vg/(\j d’/ 7re N mfé&“
FW M W,%WMA?(‘ Wkéﬁmﬁf
% ! & roand,
94#»'»‘1 T ltm%

2t3-2pap

2 =
| =
&
3 Be
1 el
-_— o5
- c‘-;h’l'
= :'gfﬁ
¥ 8z
o
e =
=

November 2011

21



0

Michelle | To GO _wrbrmai fablm g
Bailuy.'G.IFD.l'ED.'ﬁlN;'hﬂ

051 42011 1007 A8

o
hes

Zubject Tw: 10 Aosd Camphrogns

Kichalla Bailay

Outdnar Recreation Flanner
Burean of Laad Manace ment
Grand Junchion Cighd Ofhce
2815 H Road

Grard Junction, S0 51506
(470 224504 F

B2:2IHd 11 AVH DR

*The eyes of Ine ubure ara looking back at us and they ars praying for us to Ses bayona our time.”
Terme Tempast Williams
—eme Faarwaided oy Michels L BelleyiSle CiCDBLAMOD on 0312077 10:08 &M —
kelih lay
<kaith layd@rotmail.comr = Te i beileyEbir govs

DRSO 1078 Ak -

Sukjest RS 18 Resd Campground

Goce loce wikn thusl L think tals wall be ane of tre tmes Lnoglad [ dar't have yvaur job o

1think my caly redl Bvsughe on Bris s L think iEwoulc ke great if there was a = antian for CAMDIrg i
te vailey, | guess mounta n bize specific camaing e, close bz trails where mountain kblkers are the
predaminate necple trere. 1 guess hat dersa't really have anything to da wits the fee propasal but it
might be rica if instead of the fre going owarrds expancing 18 road campirg (where the rails and area
gat evien mare owvar nun in peok HBmes) thak 't owent bo building a similar location to the 2ask or west of 18
raad.

I'd also li<e by say an«s for all yau have dong b acdress rmoontaie Biking in the valey, T know the BLM
gats hit wilh a lob mare negalive input then b cesarecs anc you have to balance a lot o different intarest
but T think you quys are deing & great job and T loak forwasd toowhat the future hoids in this area

Ihanks,
Keth

» Subrect: 18 Raad Campground

= To gerricknehrerberg@gmail com

= OO pespaldidgrial com; ajhsloyd@yahos.com; allmetalswelding Sgwes o nes;
arrytremchygiri@yahoa.com; annecyvclesthyarao.com; beralsadtrecis.ecn; britarser Sbresnan.nat;
caryarrover@ibresnan . net, casey meaville@yahos.cam; chrisreed @asceniprod uctions.net;
chnssyiifruitachamber.org: o matrar@orawlingsp dercon; ckinnewZirata, 2rg) cralgp@aavanne.com;
darsandegacse, net; daved@daveardstenhanie.com; david.aithersdveaboo.com;

dere chimehrenbargi@g mail.cam; eqciallzounddesigns oo m; svarscyadd oresnan.nat; frankl&bresnan.pet:
fruitatoriEyahac.com; georgediotespars,com; JravitytovsShotmail.com; qriardemB3dmar com;
gachlaghecki@gmall. cam; gamith 1 335@Eman.cam; ilgalggerfhommail.com, jclservicesmbomall.corm;

November 2011

22



g?r

Contact: David Boyd, Public Affairs Specialist, (970) 88608

Oct. 19, 2011
BLM seeks public comment on campground fee proposal

GRAND JUNCTION, Colo.i The Bureau of Land Management is seeking public
comment on its fee proposal designed to better manage-4RedaBCampground in the
North Fruita Desert.

BLM is proposing to charge $10 per night to camp at thisi&/campgvund, which
currently has no fee. Fees collected would be usesitemprimarily for basic
maintenance. ées would also be used for visitor information as well as to supportan on
site campground host to provide visitor safety angitgmanagement.

AWare at the p
area without c
Catherine Robertson.

oint where we cand6ét continue t
harging a basic overnight fee,

The campground is at the heart of the North Fruita Desert&@peacreation

Management Area, which includes more than 72,000 acres and 250 miles of designated
recreation routes primarily devoted to amiotorized recreation activities. In particular,

the area is welknown for its single track mountain biking opporities.

BLM will present this fee proposal to the Colorado Northwest Resource Advisory
Council on Dec. 1 in Gateway. The NW RAC is scheduled to make a recommendation
about this proposal at this meeting.

The fee proposal is available for public reviewhet GJFO, located at 2815 H Road, in
Grand Junction, or online http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/gjfo.htmComments may
be emailed toGJFO_webmail@blm.ggwr dropped off or mailed to BLM GJFO, 2815
H Road, Grand Junction, Colorado 81506. Commeiitdbe most helpful if they are
received by Nov. 18, 2011. For more information, call Michelle Bailey (970)3p44.

Before including your address, phone nemlemail address, or other personal
identifying information in your comment, you should be aware that your entire
commend including your personal identifying informatidrmay be made publicly
available at any timeWhile you can ask us in your commenttithhold your personal
identifying information from public review, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to
do so.
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?BLM Seeks Comments

on Fee Proposal

Send comments to:
BLM_CO_GJ_Web_Mail@
bim.gov
BLM GJFO
2815 H Road
Grand Junction, CO 81506

For More Information:
Michelie Bailey
(970) 244-3047

m1bailey@blm.gov

November 2011

The Bureau of Land Management Grand Junction Field Office (GJFO) is
seeking public comment on its proposal to initiate user fees for the 18
Road Campground in the North Fruita Desert.

The fee is being proposed to address BLM's capacity to maintain and
improve the area. Visitation to the North Fruita Desert continues to in-
crease significantly. Fees would allow for campground improvements
including the addition of up to 60 new campsites.
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