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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

1.0 Introduction

EnCana Oil & Gas (USA)nc. (EnCana) reproposed the installation o4 inch buried

pipeline. The U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of ldadagement (BLM) prepared

this Environmental Assessment (EA) to evaluate the impacts associated with the construction
operationand maintenancef the pipeline.The proposal is referred to as the Collbran Pipeline
Project Project). As proposed, theipeline would be 21.8 miles in length. It would gataed
transport natural gas betwegnderson Gulchand the Orchard Unit compressor sitéVlesa and
Garfield counties, Coloradeee Figure 1.1) The proposed pipeline rouéed potential
alternativesross federal lands managed by BieM , Grand Junction Field Offic6sJFO)

BLM, Glenwood Springs Field Office, White River National Forest (WRNF) and Grand, Mesa
Uncompahgre and Gunnisdlational Fores(GMUG). The BLM, GJFQ has been assigned

the leadbffice.

1.1 Purpose and Need

The Purpose and Need stem from the BLM6s char
Management ActFLPMA) to manage the public lands including the processing of land use
applications The proposed actions are reviewed to etisneis no unnecessary or undue

degradation of the public land$he purpose of the action is to provide the applicant, EnCana,

with the formalresponse to its applicatida construct and operate a natural gas pipeline across

federal lands managed byetBLM and the U.S. Forest Service. The need for the action is
established by the BLM6s responsibility under
planning goals and objectivesrespond in a timely manner to requests for utility authorizations

and to mée lands available for environmentally and economically sound energy exploration and
development projectsThe project would provide a natural gas gathering system thatw

transport the projected future volumes of natural gas from the western slopkiEdo to

major interconnections with interstate pipelines.

1.2 Authorizing Actions and Relationships to Statutes and Regulations

The project traverses several jurisdictional boundaries including federal, state and local agencies.
A list of permits, appvals and authorizing actions necessary to construct, operate, maintain and
abandon the proposed pipeline is provided in Tal2d 1

Table 1.21. Required Permits, Approvals and Authorizing Actions

Agency Permit or Consultation Applicability
Federal
Bureau of Land Management Issuance of rightf-way Pipeline construction, operation an
Lead Agencyi GJFO grants for permanent riglof- maintenance

way and temporary use area
EA preparation NEPA compliance
Antiquities and cultural Inventory, excavate and/or remove
resource permits cultural or historic resources

U.S. Forest Service Concurrence on decision to  Pipeline construction, operation an

Page > 1
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Table 1.21. Required Permits, Approvals and Authorizing Actions

Agency

Permit or Consultation

Applicability

Corps of Engineers

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

issue rightof-way grant
EA preparation

Road use permit

NWP 12 Preconstruction
Notification

Biological Assessment

maintenance
NEPA compliance

Use of NationaForest System Roa
(NFSR) 274

Work in navigable waters of the
U.S. or discharge dredge or fill
material in waters of the U.S.
including wetlands

Consultation process for endanger
and threatened species

State of Colorado

Dept. of Public Health and
Environment

Air Quality Control Division
Dept. of Pubic Health and
Environment

Water Quality Control
Division

Construction Emissions
Permit

Construction Stormwater
Permit

Minimal Industry Discharge
Permit

Construction of land development
projects greater than 25 acres

Discharge of Stormwater from
construction site

Discharge of hydrostatic test water
and discharge of groundwater fromn
constructio site

Locali Colorado

Mesa County

Road Crossing Permit

Crossing of County roads and
rightsof-way

Garfield County

Pipeline Development Plan
Road Crossing Permit

Installation of pipelines
Crossing of County roads and

rightsof-way

Note: This list igntended to provide only an overview of key regulatory requirements that would govern project
implementation. Additional approvals, permits and authorizing actions could be necessary.

1.3Decisions to be Made Based on this NEPA Analysis

The BLM will dedde whether or not to grant the righftway (ROW) and ROW amendments

based on the analysis contained in this Environmental Assessment (EA). The BLM may choose
to: a) accept the projects as proposed, b) accept the projects with modifications, or ctmeodify
proposed projects by incorporating reasonable alternatives.

The final outcome of the EA is a Decision Record documenting that the Proposed Aatidn w
either 1) result in a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) to human environment or 2) that
the Proposed Action warrants the development of an Environmental Impact StatBeaston
makers will decide, based on the analysis contained in this EA, whether or not to authorize the
Proposed Action or one of the alternatives including the No Actiterative.

1.4Decisions to beM ade Following thisNEPA Analysis

The Decision Record associated with this EA may not constitute the final approval for all actions
such as individual righof-way (ROW) grants and temporary use permits associated with the
Proposed Action. It does, however, provide ghghorized Officerwith an umbrella analysis

Page 1 2
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from which to base the final approval for individual project components such as an individual
ROW or temporary use permasd if authorized, under what terms aodditions

Page - 3
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