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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION

This Environmental Assessment (EA) is prepared to disclose and analyze the environmental
consequences of+authorizing a livestock grazing permit/lease foryEars as proposed on the

Nevada Cowheadllotment. The EA is a sitespecific analysis of poteiat impacts that could

result with the implementation of one of the alternativBEise EA assists the BLM in project

planning and ensuring compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and in
compliance with other laws and policies affegtthe alternativeslf the decision maker
determines that this project has fAsignificant
EIS would be prepared for the projedtnot, a grazing decisiowould be issued along with a

Finding of No Signiicant Impact FONS)) statement, documenting the reasons why

i mpl ementation of the selected alternative wo
impacts.

Background

The Nevada Cowhead Allotment is in the very northwest corner of Washoe CountgaNeva
bordered by Oregon on the north and California on the west. The Nevada Cowhead Allotment is
comprised 089,568 publiacresand 2,895cres are private land. Elevation ranges from 5200
feet to 6600 feet. Precipitation varies from 10 to 14 inches.

The Nevada Cowhead Allotment Management Plan, adopted in 1982, identifies a three pasture
grazing system. The plan permitted 800 cows to be turned out on April 16 in the Plateau Pasture
around Barrel Springs. Cattle would use the Plateau Pastureuly®1J The Upper Horse

Creek Pasture or the Rim Pasture would be rested each year. The other pasture would be grazed
beginning on May 15 wunti |l 60% utilization was
needlegrass and Idaho fescue, or until Oct8hierThe rested pasture would alternate each year.

In 1985 the Warner Sucker was listed as a threatened species. There issipsaianabitat in
Nevada Cowhead which flows downstream into occup¥ednersucker habitat in Oregon.

Theuutilization limits imposed omiparianvegetatiorassociated withNVarner suckehabitat
necessitated the creation of the Lower Horse Creek Pasture and the Rock Creek Exclosure.
These fences allow for the operator to utilize the uplands while controlling useripfathan
areas.

In 1998a Rangeland Health Assessment (RHA) was completed for the Nevada Cowhead
Allotment. This RHA determined that biodiversity standards were not being met. In response to
this, the Plateau Pasture was divided into the North and Btattau Pastureg his pasture
separation was designed to allow for one pasture to be rested each year. The purpose was to
allow the native perennial grasses one year of rest every other year in order to facilitate seed
production and recruitment.

TheNevada Cowhead Allotmestrrently hasix pastures: Barrel Springs, North Plateau,
South PlateauortheastLower Horse Creek and the Rim Pasture. The Upper Horse Creek

Nevada Cowhead DOFBLM-CANO070-2009-0001-EA Page7



Pasture was subdivided into an upland fi@drtheast Pastur@nd a private ripaainpasture
(Upper Horse Creek Pastura)1999.

Thepermitteeis currently authorized to ug057Animal Unit Months (AUMSs) on the Nevada
Cowhead Allotment, allowing 800 cattle from April 15 to JuB;and 200 cattle fronduly 16to
October25, and 20 cattle from October 1 to October.30

Because of the long trailing distanckgestock cannot be trailed from the home ranch and
distributed in the designated turnout area in one d&grefore, ivestockmay be rested a
maximum of five days in the Lower Horse Creek Pasture.

Livestock are distributed in the designated turnout pasture/use area each year when turnout
criteria has been met or the proposed turnout date has been reached, whichever comes later.
Livestock remain in the first grazing unit until the end of the scheduled use period for the unit, or
the appropriate utilizatioguidelineis met, whichever occurs first.

Livestock are moved successively into the next scheduled grazing unit(s) aivd uatiidhe
scheduled end of the use period, or the appropriate utilizgtiokelineis met. Livestock are
removed early if forage production or stock water is inadequate to opéitatethe planned
schedule. Cattle are required to be removed framatlotment if they cannot be kept in the
proper use area, especially later in the summer.

The Bally Mountain Allotment has historically been managiedg with the Nevada Cowhead
Allotment The current pasture management incorporates Bally Mountaipassiaie of Nevada
Cowhead The current grazing system combines some pastures and AUM arfmudévada
Cowhead and Bally Mountain Allotments in management, making it hard to discern how many
cattle are in which Allotment during certain pasture movBss practice has created confusion

in the AUMs permittedfor Nevada Cowhead, amebuld be discontinued with this permit

renewal The Bally Mountain Allotment permit was renewed in 2008 under NEPA document
CA-37008-12, and is not being assessed in thisutioent.

Current Permitted Use
Current Mandatory Terms and Conditions are listed in below table:

Table 1. Current Mandatory Terms and Conditions for theNevada CowheadAllotment.

Livestock Grazing Period % AUMs
Allotment Public
Number | Class | Begin End Land Active | Suspended | Total
800 cattle | 4/15 7/15 93% 2250 3482
Nevada 200 catle | 7/16 1025 [93% [624 |0 6539
Cowhead
200 cattle | 10/01 10/30 93% 183 0
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Map 1. Proposed Projects irthe Nevada Cowhead Allotment.
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