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5.1 Interrelationships

CHAPTER 5.0
Consultation and Coordination

5.1 Interrelationships

The scattered nature of BLM-administered land in the Planning Area makes it essential
for BLM to collaborate, cooperate, and coordinate with adjacent and intermingled land
owners and managers in the development and implementation of this land use plan.

5.1.1 Other Federal Agencies

As a part of this planning effort and in implementing on-the-ground activities, BLM
executes ESA Section 7 consultation with the USFWS. In 2001, BLM and USFWS
finalized a consultation agreement to establish an effective and cooperative ESA Section
7 consultation process. The agreement defines the process, products, actions, schedule,
and expectations of BLM and USFWS on project consultation. One Biological
Assessment will be prepared to determine the effect of the Preferred Alternative on all
relevant listed, proposed, and candidate species, and associated critical habitat. The
Biological Assessment will expose all expected environmental effects, conservation
actions, mitigation, and monitoring including analysis of all direct and indirect effects of
plan decisions and any interrelated and interdependent actions. As this plan’s decisions
are implemented, actions determined through environmental analysis to potentially affect
species listed or candidate species for listing under ESA will initiate more site-specific
consultation on those actions.

The Sikes Act (16 U.S.C. 670 et seq.) authorizes the DOI in cooperation with state
agencies responsible for administering fish and game laws to plan, develop, maintain,
and coordinate programs for conserving and rehabilitating wildlife, fish, and game on
public lands within its jurisdiction. The plans must conform to overall land use and
management plans for the lands involved. The plans could include habitat improvement
projects and related activities and adequate protection for species of fish, wildlife, and
plants considered endangered or threatened. BLM must also coordinate with suitable
state agencies in managing state-listed plant and animal species when the state has
formally made such designations.
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5.1 Interrelationships

The BLM coordinates its fire management activities with the actions of related federal
and state agencies responsible for fire management. The Federal Wildland Fire Policy is
a collaborative effort that includes the BLM, USFS, National Park Service (NPS),
USFWS, Bureau of Indian Affairs, the National Biological Service, and state wildlife
management organizations. The collaborative effort has formulated and standardized
the guiding principals and priorities of wildland fire management. Collaboration of the
Federal Wildland Fire Policy on a nationwide scale has provided common priorities and
objectives for federal land management agencies including protection of human life,
property, and natural/cultural resources as secondary priorities. This policy also provides
recognition of wildland fire as a critical natural process that should be safely reintroduced
into ecosystems that are wildfire dependent across agency boundaries. The National
Fire Plan is a collaborative interagency effort to apply the Federal Wildland Policy to all
Federal Land Management Agencies and partners in state forestry or lands
departments. Operational collaboration between the BLM, USFS, NPS, and USFWS is
included in the Interagency Standards for Fire and Fire Aviation Operations 2003. This
federally approved document addresses fire management, wildfire suppression, fuels
management and prescribed fire safety, interagency coordination and cooperation,
qualifications and training, objectives, performance standards, and fire management
program administration.

The BLM or project applicant would coordinate with the USACE regarding any future
activities within or affecting jurisdictional waters or wetlands; invasive plant removal
within jurisdictional wetlands may require a permit, if the soil would be disturbed or if
heavy equipment is used. EPA and USACE regulate wetland habitats under the CWA.

BLM would coordinate with Department of Defense prior to approval of ROWSs for
renewable energy, utility, and communication facilities to ensure that these facilities
would not interfere with military training routes.

BLM coordinates with the USBP on border initiatives and the protection of cultural
resources.

BLM coordinates with the USFS in the management of that portion of the Pacific Crest
NST that crosses BLM-administered lands in the Planning Area.
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