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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU DF LAND MANAGEMENT

Bureau of Land Management e Arizona

Deferral of Land Use Authorizations within the
Upper San Pedro Water Basin

November 2007

ISSUES:

The San Pedro Riparian National Conservation Area (SPRNCA) is administered by the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) and is affected by increasing water consumption on nearby state and private lands.
Declining surface flow in the river threatens habitat for riparian and aquatic wildlife, more than 400 bird
species and other uses, including scientific and educational study and recreational activities. Congress has
recognized the Upper San Pedro Partnership (USPP) in Sec. 321 of P.L. 108-195 and directed Federal
agencies to take a lead role in assisting basin water users to achieve a water balance for the benefit of all
users and to mitigate the risks to the environment.

Communities in the basin are experiencing dramatic growth, and local governments support continued
economic growth. Nearby Fort Huachuca depends on the same groundwater supply as the city of Sierra
Vista and other communities in the area. Partners in the San Pedro watershed are competing for water,
which is fueling heated technical and political debate and exposing all users to legal challenge. News
articles have highlighted BLM's SPRNCA management role and suggested that BLM is not doing enough
to protect the river and its resources.

BLM has been working closely with the USPP to help resolve the San Pedro issues; however, the added
growth and sensitivity to the issues in the watershed and competing interests within the partnership have
limited the effectiveness of the USPP. BLM must consider alternative courses of action to fulfill its

SPRNCA management obligations, to avoid legal challenges, and to protect the jurisdictional watershed
resources.

SUMMARY:

Declining hydrologic trends in the basin and an estimate in the latest Sec. 321 report to Congress indicate
groundwater sustainable yield will not be achieved by 2011, and underscore the need for additional action
by USPP members. The effort to manage hydrologic uses has become more difficult because the
conservation and augmentation actions by local governments have not resulted in significant groundwater
savings, and new development and construction in the watershed significantly lessens the chances of
meeting the sustainable yield goals of Sec. 321. Approval of additional development also jeopardizes
BLM's ability to meet the requirements of P.L. 100-696 to maintain a federal water reserve necessary to
protect and enhance the SPRNCA resources. BLM has made the decision to defer approval of lands
actions on public lands within the Upper San Pedro Groundwater Basin (USPGB) through issuance of an
internal instructional memorandum. Implementing a new policy to defer approval of land use
authorization on BLM lands in the USPGB will illustrate our concern with the declining hydrologic
condition and help to stabilize the declining trends.

On September 12, 2007, BLM Tucson Field Manager Patrick Madigan attended the Partnership Advisory
Meeting of the Upper USPP. Madigan informed the USPP about the new policy on deferral of land use



authorizations that involve water consumption in the USPGB. The new policy was received well by
environmental groups and others, but not well received by the Mayor of Sierra Vista.

The State of Arizona is a major landowner and manager of land within the USPGB. Some of the land
borders the SPRNCA, and other lands are surrounded by urban development both in Sierra Vista and
developed areas in Cochise County. BLM is taking a lead role in setting an example regarding land use
authorizations and water consumption in the area.

BLM PERSPECTIVE:
BLM has made the decision to defer approval of discretionary lands actions on public lands within the
USPGB through issuance of an internal instructional memorandum. Implementing this new policy will

help reduce future demands on the regjonal aquifer and demonstrate our commitment to the protection of
SPRNCA resources.

The BLM will continue to pursue multiple, parallel tracks to help mitigate the effects of groundwater
pumping in the region while continuing to pursue the Federal Reserve water claims. These include: 1)
participation in the USPP to ensure direct input into future water allocation and natural resource issue
resolution; 2) work with the USPP to implement projects to augment and conserve water to sustain the
aquifer; 3) quantify and pursue the Federal Reserve water right claim required through P.1.100-696; 4)
participate, monitor, and verify actions required under P.L. 108-195 ; and 5) continue to acquire land and
conservation easements adjacent to the SPRNCA to limit urban development and to retire agricultural
irrigation.

CONTACT:
Elaine Zielinski, BLM State Director, (602) 417-9500
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BLM Abandoned Mine Program in Arizona

November 2007

ISSUES:

Abandoned mines may pose threats to human health and safety, as well as adverse effects to other
resources on public and private lands. Increased recreational use of BLM lands in Arizona provide a
setting of greater exposure to the risks associated with the abandoned mines. Recent Visits by the Office of
the Inspector General (IGO) to California and Nevada continue to document the risks from an under-

funded program to secure abandoned and active mines on Department of the Interior (DOI) administered
lands.

SUMMARY:

In March 2006, BLM published “The Cooperative Based Strategic Plan for the Abandoned Mines Lands
(AML) Program.” The Plan establishes the context whereby the BLM mitigates and remediates hardrock
AML sites on or affecting public lands. The purpose of BLM’s AML Program is to assist DOI and its

partners in fulfilling the broad missions of improving water quality and enhancing public safety. Key
program objectives are to:

Identify sites

Prioritize sites based on risks

Remediate sites with available resources over specified time periods

Report program accomplishments

Conduct education and outreach activities to wamn people about the potential dangers of AML sites

In addition to water quality criteria for ranking AML sites, criteria for the evaluation of physical safety
hazards have been developed. These criteria include:

. Death or injury has occurred

. Visitation/high use

) Accessibility is judged to be easy
) Location on BLM land

[ ]

Cost efficient mitigation can be achieved with low cost, low maintenance measures

BLM-Arizona is in the process of updating its strategic plan and supplementing it with an action plan that
will identify the processes and resources required to update the AML database and develop a multi-year
funding profile to accomplish the program goals of site safety and environmental protection.

BLM staff met with the Arizona State Mine Inspector and his staff last month to discuss approaches to
provide mutual assistance in addressing the issue of abandoned mines. Currently, Arizona BLM State
Office is cooperating with the State Mine Inspector's Office on an informal basis, but has begun
discussions on how this relationship can be formalized. The BLM Arizona State Office has assisted the
Arizona State Mine Inspector's office with the identification of ownership of lands associated with mine
shafts they wanted to close. In the recent past, BLM and the Arizona State Mine Inspector had a
cooperative agreement to allow them to survey BLM property and identify and rank abandoned mines.

The goal of the current renewal of the relationship is to complete the inventory and assist with the closure
of dangerous mine shafts, adits and pits.



BLM PERSPECTIVE:

There are approximately 2,000 abandoned mines in the Arizona BLM database. However, the estimated
number of abandoned mines in Arizona, regardless of land ownership, varies from 20,000 to 100,000
mines.

BLM supports prioritization and closure of abandoned mines which may pose a threat to public safety and
which adversely affect the public lands and its resources. However, the resources to accomplish critical
program goals must be made available at the national level.

CONTACT:
Elaine Zielinski, BLM State Director, (602) 417-9500
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Managing Arizona Public Lands along the Border

November 2007

The Borderlands and Current Trends on BLM Lands:

Arizona BLM manages 3.7 million acres of borderlands and 44 miles of the international border with
Mexico. Impacts extend beyond the 100 miles and include both National Landscape Conservation System
(NLCS) lands and other significant areas such as wilderness and riparian zones. The impacts from
smuggling activities, including drugs and undocumented immigrants (UDISs), include trash, trails,
abandoned vehicles and especially road damage, severe even 70 to 100 miles north of the actual border.

Associated fires and acts of violence are increasing and have become especially intense in the Colorado
River corridor. BLM law enforcement officers are heavily involved in protecting the safety for BLM
employees and the public, covering fire suppression crews and equipment, protecting resources and
facilities on public lands, and coordinating with the Border Patrol on their border security mission.

An additional workload for the four border field offices are the requirements to coordinate on border
security with the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Customs and Border Protection (CBP) for the
Secure Borders Initiative (SBI). SBI includes: 1) infrastructure such as fence, barriers, lighting, and roads;
2) new technologies such as towers and drones; and, 3) additional agents and operations on the ground.

The Southern Arizona Project:

This multi-year project to mitigate the impacts of illegal immigration and smuggling has been funded
between 2003 and 2006 through congressionally added-on supplements for a total of $3.4 million funds
and by BLM through its resource protection funds for 2006, 2007 and 2008. Project funding totals

$4,404,000: FY2003 $695,000; FY2004 $790,000; FY2005 $986,000; FY 2006 $971,000; and, FY2007
$961,000.

Full end-of-year reports and accomplishments for the project may be found at:

http://www.blm.gov/az/undoc aliens/reports.htm

These reports detail efforts of BLM field offices and its partners. In 2006, because urban fringe trash
overlaps UDI trash, some significant projects removed over one million pounds of trash. An array of
projects included vehicle and bicycle removal (almost 2,000), repair of trails and routes, improvements of

protection for special habitats or places. The report for 2007 accomplishments should be available by early
spring 2008.

The Southwest Borderlands Strategic Plan and BLM Border Emphasis:

This Plan, called the Tri-State Plan, is an internal identification of the major work loads for borderlands in
Arizona, New Mexico and California. Priorities are safety and communications, the law enforcement
program, and assessment and mitigation of impacts for all three states. The BLM has identified the
borders as a program and budget empbhasis area for 2009 and out-years.

Supporting DHS efforts for Border Security:

Since 2004, BLM staffs have supported DHS CBP BP efforts through realty actions, coordination of
projects, and shared operations and intelligence by law enforcement. With the March 2006 National
Memorandum of Understanding signed between DHS, the Department of the Interior (DOI) and the



Department of Agriculture, DOI and DHS have enhanced their partnership at multiple levels. A DOI
National Border Coordinator has been filled to assist in the environmental compliance and coordination
areas.

The SBI projects PF225 and the SBINet have been ramped up in time tables to permit construction to be
finished in December 2008, placing additional work on BLM offices to coordinate and to authorize these
projects. In addition to pedestrian fences and vehicles fences (barriers) to be placed in 225 miles along the
Arizona-California border, some 105 towers are planned for Arizona and New Mexico. Associated roads,
staging areas and other facilities will require BLM involvement in authorizing these uses.

The Colorado River Limitrophe and DHS Salt Cedar Clearing Project:

Significant safety issues due to dense vegetation along the Colorado River have been identified by law
enforcement agencies, including BLM, Border Patrol, Arizona Game and F ish, the Cocopah Nation, etc.
The DHS CBP identified a total of 3 projects along the river, targeting BLM public lands (1,406 acres
maximum) and Cocopah lands. BLM has prepared a draft EA with multiple alternatives, which is
currently available for public review. Stakeholder agencies have been coordinated through the Borderland
Management Task Force. The FWS has actively participated and is currently reviewing the Biological
Assessment prepared along with the EA.

The San Pedro Riparian National Conservation Area (SPRNCA) SBI Infrastructure:

Over the last year, BLM and local DHS CBP Border Patrol representatives met to plan vehicle barriers for
approximately four and a half miles along the border under a ROW application filed by the Army Corps of
Engineers (ACOE), on behalf of the DHS CBP. On August 10, the BLM Tucson Field Office received a

request to amend the ROW application for a pedestrian fence instead of barriers, and to do so immediately

to allow ACOE to award contracts. This required BLM to complete an EA and complete appropriate
consultations.

Through the EA process, specific stipulations were developed for pre-construction work and for mitigation
and monitoring. The BLM received a Biological Opinion on August 29 from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (FWS), which addressed the jaguar and lesser long-nosed bat. The FWS found that the DHS
proposed actions are not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of these two species, but developed
conservation measures. BLM incorporated these conservation measures into the ROW offered to the
ACOE. The ROW stipulations were acceptable to the ACOE (and to the DHS CBP); therefore the ACOE
signed the ROW agreement. The BLM Tucson Field Manager approved the ROW on September 10,
2007.

An appeal to the Interior Board of Land Appeals (IBLA) was filed by the Defenders of Wildlife (DOW)
and the Sierra Club (SC) along with a Petition for Stay. The DOW and SC also filed a motion for a
Temporary Restraining Order (TRO) in Federal District Court. Once the TRO was granted, the IBLA
appeal was dropped. On October 26, the DHS Secretary invoked the Real ID Act, amended (2005)

Section 102 to waive all federal, state, or other laws, regulations and legal requirements for the SPRNCA
SBI projects.

On November 1, the DOW and SC filed an amended motion in District Court, questioning the
constitutionality of the Real ID Act Waiver (with no stay). Work is proceeding along the San Pedro
border in two regards: 1) the actual fence construction is commencing, and 2) associated archaeological
mitigation is occurring for a prehistoric site.

CONTACT:
Elaine Zielinski, BLM State Director, (602) 417-9500
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Mohave Valley Shooting Range (Tri-State)

November 2007

ISSUES:

The Arizona Game and Fish Department (AGFD) submitted an application for a proposed shooting range
on the north side of Boundary Cone Road on public land. This area was identified for retention in the
BLM Kingman Resource Management Plan (RMP) and required a plan amendment.

Through consultation, the Fort Mojave and Hualapai Tribes expressed concerns and objections to the
project and location due to potential audible and visual impact the shooting range may have on a nearby
natural feature, Boundary Cone Butte, and associated locations they hold sacred.

BLM has not concluded the Section 106 consultation process due to continued attempts to obtain

additional information from the tribes on the impacts of the Boundary Cone Road alternative to the sacred
values of Boundary Cone Butte.

We met on October 9, 2007 with the newly elected Tribal Chairman of the Fort Mojave Indian Tribe to
discuss the project. The Chairman offered to take the proposal back to the Tribal Council for discussion.
To date no response on any change in the Tribal position has been received by BLM.

SUMMARY:
BLM, with concurrence from the Arizona State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), has determined that
Boundary Cone Butte is eligible for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places. A cultural

resources survey of the proposed location revealed some historic era sites, none of which were determined
eligible.

BLM, the AGFD, the Tribes and the stakeholders in the proposed project have held numerous meetings,
field trips and conference calls in an attempt to find alternative locations to the Boundary Cone Road

alternative, as well as attempted to design mitigation measures to reduce the concerns identified by the
Tribes.

BLM PERSPECTIVE:

Currently, Arizona BLM is working with the Washington Office to complete the remaining Section 106
Consultation requirements to arrive at a decision on the proposed action.

CONTACT:
Elaine Zielinski, BLM State Director, (602) 417-9500
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Arizona Land Use Planning Update

November 2007

BLM Arizona has seven major planning efforts underway. These seven planning efforts will lead to
twelve resource management plans addressing management on five National Moruments and one National
Conservation Area. Work on these plans began with training and initial public contacts as early as 1999.
Notices of Intent were published in 2001 or later. The major milestones and current status of each of these
efforts are summarized below.

Agua Fria National Monument and Bradshaw - Harquahala Land Use Plans

*  The Notice of Intent was published in the Federal Register on April 24, 2002.
* A Notice of Availability for the Draft RMP/Draft EIS was published for public comment on

January 6, 2006. Approximately 1500 comment letters were received during public comment
period, containing about 2300 comments.

¢ The Proposed RMP/Final EIS has been reviewed by the State Office and a briefing was held in the
with the BLM Director in early November.

» The plan is on a track for publication of the Proposed RMP/Final EIS in J anuary 2008, beginning
the 30 day public protest period.

Sonoran Desert National Monument and Lower Sonoran Land Use Plans

The Notice of Intent was published in the Federal Register on April 24, 2002.

* The RMP/EIS planning effort is making progress with completion of the preferred alternative
development and work is continuing on the impact analysis.
e The Draft RMP/Draft EIS document is scheduled to be sent to the printer in spring 2008.

Lake Havasu Field Office Land Use Plan

* Notice of Intent published in Federal Register January 27, 2003.
[ )

Notice of Availability for the Draft RMP/Draft EIS published in Federal Register September 30,
2005.

* Notice of Availability for Proposed RMP/Final EIS was published September 22, 2006, and it
received one protest. The Field Office and State Office are working with the Washington Office
Protest Team to resolve the protest.

* The Record of Decision and Approved Plan was signed by the State Director May 10, 2007, and a
NOA published July 6, 2007.

Grand Canyon Parashant National Monument/Vermilion Cliffs National Monument/Arizona Strip
Field Office Land Use Plans

o The Notice of Intent was published in the Federal Register on April 24, 2002.

e The Proposed RMP/Final EIS was published March 2, 2007. By March 30th, seven protest letters
were received during the 30 day protest period.



Work between the district, state, and Washington offices coordinating development of protest
response letters has progressed and final Solicitor review is pending. They are expected to be
completed by the end of November or early December.

Scheduling the State Director signing and publication of an Notice of Availability is pending final
Solicitor review of the letters.

Ironwood Forest National Monument Land Use Plan

The Draft RMP/Draft EIS was published for public comment on March 2, 2007. They received
over 12,000 comments and have begun developing comment responses and revising their
document.

Further analysis is being conducted to address recreational shooting issues raised during public

meetings this spring. Publication of a Proposed Plan and Final EIS is anticipated for early in
2008.

Yuma Land Use Plan

The Draft RMP/Draft EIS was published for public comment in December 2006. The public
comment period closed March 16, 2007.

Approximately 400 comment letters were received.

The State Office reviewed the Preliminary Draft Proposed RMP and Final EIS and the Field
Office has revised the document based on comments. A briefing for the State Director occurred
on November 14, 2007. The Notice of Availability is scheduled for publication in early 2008.

San Pedro Riparian National Conservation Area and Tucson Field Office Land Use Plans

The San Pedro Riparian National Conservation Area (San Pedro RNCA) is located within the
Tucson Field Office. Public lands in the San Pedro RNCA are managed under the Safford RMP
(1992, 1994) and San Pedro RNCA Management Plan (1989).

Fiscal year 2005 was the initial year of funding for this planning effort. The San Pedro RNCA
RMP will be combined with the Tucson Field Office RMP (Tucson RMP) under one planning
effort. The Tucson RMP will address all remaining BLM administered lands not covered by the
Las Cienegas NCA and Ironwood Forest National Monument RMPs.

The Notice of Intent to prepare both land use plans was published in the Federal Register on
September 2, 2005. The scoping report was approved in September 2006.

The combined Tucson RMP would be further combined with a revision of the Safford RMP to
create a Gila District RMP.

Funding for the Gila District RMP is not in the budget for Fiscal Year 2008. The planning effort
is expected to resume in Fiscal Year 2009.
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For Immediate Release: October 26, 2007 ASO-08-003
Contact: Deborah E. Stevens, (602) 417-9504

District Manager Named for BLM’s Gila District Office

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Arizona State Director Elaine Zielinski today
announced the selection of Tom Dabbs as the Gila District manager. In this position, Dabbs will assume
management responsibility for the Safford and Tucson field offices, as well as the Gila Box Riparian, San
Pedro Riparian, and Las Cienegas National Conservation Areas, and the Ironwood Forest National

Monument. Dabbs is currently a program analyst in the BLM’s National Budget Office in Washington,
D.C.

According to Zielinski, Dabbs brings a wealth of experience to this important leadership position.
“Having worked with Tom for three years in Oregon while I was State Director there, I am confident he
will be very effective in this position. He has the leadership and management skills as well as the
resource expertise to continue managing for the health, diversity and productivity of the public lands in
the entire southeastern portion of Arizona,” Zielinski said. “His experience in building collaborative

partnerships with all public land users and across multiple jurisdictions will also be extremely valuable in
the Gila District.”

Dabbs will now direct the multiple use resource management for approximately 2 million acres of
public lands in Apache, Gila, Graham, Greenlee, Cochise, Navajo, Pima, Pinal and Santa Cruz counties.
In cooperation with the BLM Las Cruces Field Office, Dabbs will manage another 118,000 acres of
rangelands in Grants and Hidalgo counties in New Mexico. His management oversight will include 16
National Landscape Conservation System (NLCS) units, such as the Gila Box and San Pedro Riparian
National Conservation Areas, the Las Cienegas National Conservation Area, the Ironwood Forest
National Monument; 10 Wilderness Areas (including the world-renowned Aravaipa Canyon).

In addition, Dabbs will have management responsibility for public lands along the border with
Mexico. He will be working closely with other local, county, state and federal agencies on the growing
border issues as they relate to natural resource impacts and degradation.

Over the course of Dabbs’ 29-year federal career, he has acquired technical knowledge of several
resource issues that are critical to the management of BLM lands in Arizona, including: mining and
minerals, wildlife, wild horse and burros, and fire management suppression. He began his federal career
as a range conservationist in Vernal, Utah, in 1978. After completing seven years in that position, he
served as BLM wildlife biologist in Vernal for 14 years, during which time he wrote the wildlife and
special status species sections for the Chevron Phosphate Mine expansion and gilsonite mine
development near Vernal. In 1999, Dabbs was named Supervisory Natural Resource Specialist for BLM-
Oregon in Vale, which was the first of three positions he held in Oregon. Dabbs also held two key
management positions in Vale, including Acting Malheur Resource Area Field Manager from 2001-2002
and Malheur Resource Area Field Manager from 2002-2005. In addition to his regular management
responsibilities in Vale, he acted as the Vale District Fire Information Officer during large wildfire
events. As the Malheur Resource Area Field Manager, he signed the Record of Decision for the
Southeastern Oregon Resource Management Plan (RMP) and Environmental Impact Statement that
resulted in 21 new designated NLCS units, five Special Recreation Management Areas, all roads within



the RMP designated as open, limited, or closed; and allowed for fire to be used as a tool to enhance and
change natural resources.

A 2003 graduate of the national BLM Leadership Academy in Phoenix, Dabbs has lived in the
Washington, D.C. area since 2005.

Dabbs will manage a diverse staff of nearly 90 resource and administrative employees working
for BLM in Safford, Tucson and Sierra Vista. His position as Gila District manager will begin in mid-
December.

A native of California, Dabbs received his bachelor’s degree in wildlife management from
Humboldt State University in Arcata, California in 1978.

-BLM-
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BLM Arizona Cadastral Survey Program Accomplishments

November 2007

Priority Workloads and Accomplishments in Fiscal Year 2007

* BLM-Arizona-Cadastral Survey staff continued to concentrate on its core mission
of surveying and identifying public and tribal lands within the State of Arizona.
The work was performed under reimbursable work agreements with other Federal
agencies and authorized private entities. Most of the work was performed on
tribal lands for the Bureau of Indian Affairs. The entire exterior boundary of the
Marine Corp. portion of the Barry Goldwater Range was surveyed for the United
States Marine Corp-Yuma Air Station. Surveys were also performed for the
United States Forest Service and National Park Service.

* Total output was 1,105 miles surveyed. Arizona continued to report more miles
than any other state except Alaska, at one of the lowest unit costs in the Bureau.

®* The majority of the Geographic Coordinate Data Base project (GCDB) within the
state of Arizona has been collected and is transitioning to the maintenance phase
of the project. GCDB is the BLM’s effort to provide the Public Lands Survey
System to the public in a digital format.

* Provided the Navajo Nation with GCDB data for lands under the cancelled
Navajo Principal Meridian for their use in managing historical leases.

* A Student Temporary Employment Program (STEP) agreement with
Southwestern Indian Polytechnic Institute was finalized. This agreement will
allow BLM-Cadastral Survey, in Arizona and New Mexico, to hire Native
American engineering and survey students from the Institute on a temporary basis
when funds are available. This is designed to familiarize the students with the

Cadastral Survey program and encourage the students to pursue careers as Federal
Land Surveyors.

* Worked with the Department of Interior Office of the Solicitor by providing draft
responses and background on trespass and other issues on public and tribal lands.

* Assisted Department of Justice with trial exhibits, research and coordination for

an ongoing Federal trial on the Colorado River concerning accretion on tribal
lands.



* Continued to strengthen partnerships with other Federal surveyors within Arizona
by hosting the third annual Federal Surveyor’s Workshop at the National Training
Center.

* Answered numerous inquiries from the general public, private surveyors, field
offices and others concerning public land survey methodologies.

Expected Priority Workloads for Fiscal Year 2008

* BLM-Arizona-Cadastral Survey Group will continue to concentrate on its core
mission of surveys. Most of that work will be from reimbursable accounts on
tribal lands.

* BLM-Arizona-Cadastral Survey Group is also starting to see increased workloads
on BLM land. One project will be to survey an extensive segment of the Arizona
Trail adjacent to BLM land.

CONTACT:
Elaine Zielinski, BLM State Director, (602) 417-9500
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For Immediate Release For Additional Information

November 8, 2007 Theresa Herrera, BLM, 505.438.7517
Dorothea Boothe, BLM, 602.417.9219
Denise Chavez, SIPI, 505.346.7714

BLM Celebrates Partnership Agreement to Recruit
Native American and Alaskan Students

Albuquerque, NM — Bureau of Land Management (BLM) State Directors in Arizona and New Mexico
and the President of the Southwestern Indian Polytechnic Institute (SIPI) signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) in October 2007, to recruit Native American and Native Alaska students for the
BLM Student Career Experience Program. The MOU will facilitate on-the-job training for students in
land surveying and geospatial/geographic information systems (GIS) technologies with an objective of
broadening career opportunities and developing a diverse pool of qualified applicants for BLM’s future
cadastral survey hiring needs. On November 14, 2007, the agencies will celebrate the agreement at a

signing ceremony and GIS Day at the SIPI Science & Technology Auditorium. SIPI is located at 9169
Coors Boulevard, NW in Albuquerque.

GIS Day is a global event that serves to make people aware of geospatial technology and the important
contributions it is making in the field of science, technology, information, and the humanities.
Geospatial technologies use computer based mapping tools that take information about a location, such
as, streets, buildings, water features, and terrain, and turn it into visual layers. The ability to see
geographic features on a map gives users a better understanding of a particular location, enabling
planners, analysts, and others to make informed decisions about their communities.

There has been an increasing demand for federal land surveys and related geospatial work within
Indian country over the past decade, and that trend is expected to continue. The BLM and other
agencies within the Department of the Interior need to recruit qualified personnel to perform surveys
and other geospatial work in Indian country. This is an important tool since students have knowledge
of their Native lands. The applications of GIS technology are endless, limited only by the imagination
of its users. From border patrol agents to doctors, and from Federal agency employees to local city

planners, people in nearly every profession all over the world are reaping the benefits of this
extraordinary technology.

“We are proud to be able to work with SIPI under this MOU to provide opportunities for students to
get hands on experience,” said BLM New Mexico State Director Linda Rundell. “Hopefully, this will
lead to a career in public service which they will derive great satisfaction,” she added. SIPI President,
Dr. Jeffrey Hamley, stated, “We welcome the opportunity to collaborate with BLM to provide

expanded training and career opportunities for SIPI students in the area of land surveying and
geospatial technologies.”
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE . CONTACTS:

Thursday, November 8, 2007 Heather Feeney, BLM (202) 452-5031
Julie Ruggiero, DOE (202) 586-4940
Joe Walsh, USFS (202) 205-1294

Agencies Publish Draft Environmental Impact Statement
on Energy Transport Corridor Designations in 11 Western States

WASHINGTON, DC - The Department of the Interior’s Bureau of Land Management (BLM), and the
U.S. Departments of Energy, Agriculture, Commerce and Defense today released for public review and
comment a Draft Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (Draft PEIS) proposing designation of |
energy transport corridors on Federal lands in 11 Western States in accordance with Section 368 of the
Energy Policy Act of 2005. The proposed energy corridors would facilitate future siting of oil, gas, and
hydrogen pipelines and electricity transmission and distribution on Federal lands in the West to help
address growing energy demand while protecting the environment.

“The agencies involved in designating these corridors worked for nearly two years to develop the
locations presented in the Draft EIS,” said Assistant Secretary of the Interior C. Stephen Allred. “From
the beginning, we were committed to avoiding the many unique areas and sensitive resources found on
Western public lands, wherever possible. Designating these corridors will minimize the dispersal of
rights-of-way for energy transport projects across Western landscapes.”

The Energy Policy Act of 2005 directs the Secretaries of Agriculture, Commerce, Defense, Energy, and
the Interior to designate energy transport corridors for oil, gas, and hydrogen pipelines and electricity
transmission and distribution facilities on Federal lands in portions of Arizona, California, Colorado,
Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington and Wyoming. The Act further
directs that environmental reviews be completed for the designation of such corridors, and that the

designated corridors are incorporated into the relevant agency land use and resource management plans or
equivalent plans.

“Meeting the Nation’s future energy needs will necessarily require some expansion of our capabilities for
transporting energy resources,” said U.S. Department of Energy Assistant Secretary for Electricity
Delivery and Energy Reliability Kevin M. Kolevar. “The infrastructure projects that could be constructed

within these corridors may help assure the reliable delivery of electricity and fuels throughout the Western
United States.”

Eighty-four percent of the corridors proposed and analyzed in the Draft PEIS are located on BLM-
managed lands, while 14 percent are on USDA Forest Service lands. The remaining fractional
percentages are on lands managed by the Department of the Interior’s Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau
of Reclamation and National Park Service, or by the Department of Defense. The proposed corridors are
agency-preferred locations for siting of future pipelines and transmission lines.



Interested members of the public, government agencies, American Indian tribes, States, and non-
governmental organizations are invited to submit comments on the Draft PEIS.

The Draft PEIS evaluated factors that constrain where a network of energy transport corridors could be
located ~ including topographical, environmental and regulatory constraints — as well as the overall
suitability of particular lands to support development and operation of energy transport infrastructure. As
a result of an inclusive public scoping effort over the past two years, including regional meetings and
public review of preliminary corridor location maps, the Draft PEIS proposal avoids major known and
designated sensitive resource areas including wilderness areas and national parks, tribal lands, national
monuments and national recreation areas, wherever possible. The few locations where the proposed
corridors could not avoid sensitive areas are located along existing transmission lines, highways, pipelines
or other rights of way. -

The agencies will solicit comments during a 90-day public comment period on the Draft PEIS. Public
meetings will be held in each of the 11 states and in Washington, D.C. During this period, briefings and
consultation will continue to occur with each Governor’s office, Tribes, Congress, and historic
preservation officials.

Public meetings to take oral comments on the Draft PEIS will be held:

January 8, 2008 — Portland, Ore., and Sacramento, Calif.
January 10 — Seattle, Wash. and Ontario, Calif.

January 15 — Phoenix, Ariz. and Grand Junction, Colo.
January 17 — Las Vegas, Nev. and Salt Lake City, Ut.
January 23 — Window Rock, Ariz.

January 24 — Albuquerque, N.M.

January 29 — Helena, Mont., and Cheyenne, Wyo.
January 31 - Boise, Id. and Denver, Colo.

February 5 — Washington, D.C. vicinity

To submit comments and to review the Draft PEIS and related documents, including detailed maps, visit
the project website at http://corridoreis.anl.eov. Review copies are also available at libraries and agency
regional and field offices. The Draft PEIS will also be published in the Federal Register on Friday,
November 16, 2007, which initiates the 90-day public comment period.

Note to Editors: Volume 3 of the Draft is an atlas of maps showing the locations of the proposed
corridors. The most powerful and flexible version of the map data is available on the project Web site
within a geographic information system (GIS) database that allows users to merge, enlarge, and view
multiple map data layers. Software and instructions to use the GIS data are available for free download
from the Web site, which may be accessed from Internet-capable home or office computers, computers at
public libraries, and from BLM and Forest Service public reading rooms.
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Subject BLM Congressional Staff Briefing

Hi Everyone,

This is a reminder about the BLM quarterly congressional staff briefing scheduled for Thursday, November
15, at 10 a.m.

We will be meeting at the BLM office, One North Central Avenue. For parking, enter the garage on the
west side of 1st Street, between Washington and Adams Streets. Take a ticket and park anywhere that
does not have a reserved sign on floor B1. Take the elevator form the parking garage to the lobby. From
the lobby take the elevators on the opposite side of the security desk to the 8th floor - BLM Public Room.
You will receive a visitor's badge and your parking ticket can be validated when you depart.

Also, if you haven 't already let me know if you will be attending this week's briefing, could you please
send me a quick email?

See you on Thursday!

NOTE TO WASHINGTON STAFF: {'ve sent you a copy of this email in case you happen to be in town this
week -- you are always welcome to attend BLM's quarterly briefings!

Joanie Losacco

Deputy State Director, Communications
Bureau of Land Management

One North Central Avenue, Ste. 800
Phoenix, AZ 85004

602-417-9405



- Bureau of Land Management

November 16, 2007
Hi Keith,

We missed you at our November 15
congressional staff briefing.

We covered many issues, so for your
information and use, I’m forwarding the
meeting packet.

As always, if you need any information on
the briefing topics or on any other BLM
program or issue, please give me a call.

s

Joanie Losacco : ;
Deputy State Director, Communications
Bureau of Land Management

One North Central Avenue

Phoenix, AZ 85004

602-417-9504

U5, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF KAMD MANAGEMENT

Bureau of Land Management

November 16, 2007
Hi Carlos,

We missed you at our November 15
congressional staff briefing.

We covered many issues, so for your
information and use, I’m forwarding the
meeting packet.

As always, if you need any information on
the briefing topics or on any other BLM
program or issue, please give me a call.

Joanie Losacco

Deputy State Director, Communications
Bureau of Land Management

One North Central Avenue

Phoenix, AZ 85004

602-417-9504






