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2009 Stipulations for Gulkana/Delta River Operations 

 
The Special Recreation Permit 
 
• The permittee shall comply with all Federal, State, and local laws, ordinances, regulations, 

orders, postings, or written requirements applicable to the area or operations covered by the 
Special Recreation Permit.  The permittee shall ensure that all persons operating under the 
authorization have obtained all required Federal, State, and local licenses or registrations.  
The permittee shall make every reasonable effort to ensure compliance with these 
requirements by all agents of the permittee and by all clients, customers, participants, or 
spectators under the permittee's supervision.   

 
• The maximum trip duration while operating on either river will be five days per trip. 

 
• Sign-in and registration requirements: only the lead guides for any trip may sign the 

registration sheets. Name, company name, address, number of people, number of craft, and 
trip duration. Trip leader will only sign once per trip, preferably at the launch site.  Boat 
launch records will be reviewed against post use reports and on site monitoring, and 
instances of failure to register will result in documentation of failure to comply with permit 
stipulations. 

 
• Campsites must be completely dismantled at the end of each visit, and camp areas left in a 

natural state. Equipment may not be left unattended at a site in order to “save” a spot, nor 
cached for convenience on subsequent trips. Materials and supplies may not be cached within 
the area during non-use periods without proper authorization from the Bureau of Land 
Management. The permittee cannot, unless specifically authorized, erect, construct, or place 
any building, structure, or other fixture on public lands, nor make use of existing structures 
or foundations nor establish or improve landing areas. 

 
• Disturbance of any man-made structures or remains of structures is prohibited, as is any 

disturbance of any structures or remains. There shall be no additional ground disturbance. 
There shall be no disturbance of archaeological sites, and no collection of artifacts 
whatsoever. Collection of vertebrate fossils, including mammoth and mastodon bones, tusks, 
etc., is prohibited. Evidence of any such resources encountered by the permittee must be 
reported to the Glennallen Field Office Cultural Heritage staff. 

 
• Every effort will be made not to camp at the foot of the second portage on the Delta River to 

alleviate congestion and campsite pioneering. Use existing campsites to limit camping 
impacts to areas with repeated use. All trash shall be packed out on each trip, including items 
not completely burned in fire rings (melted plastic, charred aluminum, etc.). Keep a clean 
campsite and store food and trash in such a manner as to avoid attracting bears and other 
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wildlife. Burying any trash is prohibited. 
 
• Trail development such as “social trails” will be avoided. Travel on durable surfaces and 

existing game trails single file center of tread. See (Alaska Wildlands, Leave No Trace 
pamphlet pages 8-11) 

 
• All permittees shall carry and use a portable toilet system while operating within the river 

corridor and dispose in an approved disposal site.  There is an approved boater dump station 
at Sourdough Creek Campground. 

 
• Gray water shall be disposed of 200 feet from water, camps and trails. Strain food particles to 

pack out. 
 
• Cutting of standing (dead or live) trees is prohibited. 
 
• Feeding of wildlife, or in anyway intentionally harassing or disturbing wildlife, is prohibited. 
 
• Intentional harassment or disturbance of birds (individually, their nests, eggs or seasonal 

breeding, nesting, roosting, brooding or molting habitat) is prohibited. Specifically all raptors 
(including bald eagles), waterfowl (including trumpeter swans and harlequin ducks), and 
other smaller birds (including Arctic terns) are protected under federal law. 

 
• Any spill of petroleum products shall be reported and cleaned up in accordance with the rules 

and regulations established by the Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation and 
the Environmental Protection Agency. BLM will recover all costs incurred in reporting the 
spill, rehabilitation, and clean up, with said costs the responsibility of the party responsible 
for the spill.  
 

• Clearly visible identification of all commercial watercraft, using your operation’s name, is 
required. 

• Fishing is allowed, subject to applicable State and Federal regulations and licensing 
requirements as stated above. 

 
• A Special Recreation Permit authorizes special uses of the public lands and related waters. 

The permit may be modified by the BLM at any time, including the amount of use.  The 
authorized officer may suspend a SRP if necessary to protect public resources, health, safety, 
the environment, or noncompliance with permit stipulations.  

 
• No value shall be assigned to or claimed for the permit, or for the occupancy or use of 

Federal lands or related waters granted thereupon.  The permit privileges are not to be 
considered property on which the permittee shall be entitled to earn or receive any return, 
income, price or compensation.  The use of a permit as collateral is not recognized by the 
BLM. 
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• Unless expressly stated, the SRP does not create an exclusive right of use of an area by the 

permittee.  The permittee shall not interfere with other valid uses of the Federal land by other 
users.  The United States reserves the right to use any part of the area for any purpose. 

 
• The permittee or permittee’s representative may not assign, contract, or sublease any portion 

of the permit authorization or interest therein, directly or indirectly, voluntarily or 
involuntarily.  However, the authorized officer may approve contracting of equipment or 
services in advance, if necessary to supplement a permittee's operations.   Such contracting 
should not constitute more than half the required equipment or services for any one trip and 
the permittee must retain operational control of the permitted activity.  If equipment or 
services are contracted, the permittee shall continue to be responsible for compliance with all 
stipulations and conditions of the permit. 

 
• All advertising and representations made to the public and the authorized officer must be 

accurate.  Although the addresses and telephone numbers of the BLM may be included in 
advertising materials, official agency symbols may not be used.  The permittee shall not use 
advertising that attempts to portray or represent the activities as being conducted by the 
BLM.  The permittee may not portray or represent the permit fee as a special Federal user’s 
tax.  The permittee must furnish the authorized officer with any current brochure and price 
list if requested by the authorized officer. 
 

• Late filing of post use reports and payment of use fees will incur late charges of $50 per 
month and may revoke your application/renewal privileges for future seasons.   

 
• Any and all permit violations will be documented to the permittee’s file as part of overall 

annual evaluation of performance.  Performance is one factor that may be considered in the 
future, should availability of permits become subject to a limited entry system. 

 
• The permittee must assume responsibility for inspecting the permitted area for any existing 

or new hazardous conditions, e.g., trail and route conditions, land slides, avalanches, rocks, 
changing water or weather conditions, falling limbs or trees, submerged objects, hazardous 
wildlife, or other hazards that present risks for which the permittee assumes responsibility. 

 
• In the event of default on any mortgage or other indebtedness, such as bankruptcy, creditors 

shall not succeed to the operating rights or privileges of the permittee's SRP. 
 
• The permittee must present or display a copy of the Special Recreation Permit to an 

authorized officer's representative, or law enforcement personnel upon request. If required, 
the permittee must display a copy of the permit or other identification tag on equipment used 
during the period of authorized use.  

 
• The authorized officer, or other duly authorized representative of the BLM, may examine any 
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of the records or other documents related to the permit, the permittee or the permittee's 
operator, employee, or agent for up to 3 years after expiration of the permit. 

 
 
• If approved by the authorized officer in advance, a payment bond or other guarantee may be 

used to pay estimated advance fee payments in excess of the minimum annual permit fee. 
 
Insurance and Liability: 
• A property damage, personal injury, and comprehensive public liability insurance policy is 

required of all commercial and competitive permittee's and may be required for vending or 
organized group activities and events (depending upon the kind of activity and risk to the 
government). The policy will provide restitution for damage or injury to participants, 
spectators or both, or to privately owned resources, and protect the United States from 
litigation resulting from actions taken or caused by the permittee or participants in a 
permitted use.  The reviewing office should consult with the State government insurance 
authority in determining the acceptability of standard or unique policy provisions, clauses 
and industry practices. 

 
• At a minimum, the permittee shall have in force public liability insurance covering: (1) 

damage to property in the amount of twenty five thousand dollars ($25,000); and (2) damage 
to persons (bodily injury or death) in the amount of three hundred thousand dollars 
($300,000) per occurrence.  The policy shall also have a minimum annual aggregate limit of 
six hundred thousand dollars ($600,000).  The coverage shall extend to property damage, 
bodily injury, or death arising out of the permittee’s operations under the permit, including, 
but not limited to, the occupancy or use of the lands, structures, facilities, or equipment 
authorized by the permit.  The insurance shall name the United States as additional insured 
and provide for specific coverage for the permittee’s contractually assumed obligation to 
indemnify the United States.   

 
• The permittee must submit a valid certificate of insurance covering the authorized activity 

prior to initiating operations. The policy should stipulate the authorized officer will be 
notified 30 days in advance of the termination or modification of the policy. The name on the 
insurance policy or certificate of insurance must be the same as the name on the permit. 
Those permittee's holding insurance policies, which only insure the permittee and not the 
permittee’s employees, must ensure that their employees also have the required insurance in 
effect, and that a certificate of insurance is furnished to the authorized officer.   
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• Bonds - The authorized officer may require the posting of a cash or surety bond or other 
guarantee in such form and in such amount as the authorized officer determines to be 
sufficient to defray the costs of restoration, reclamation, or rehabilitation of the lands 
affected by the permitted use.  Bonds and guarantees will be returned to the permittee upon 
satisfactory compliance with all permit stipulations, including any reclamation and/or 
rehabilitation requirements. 

 
Campground/Campsite Related: 
 
• BLM may require a detailed itinerary for each trip; based upon these itineraries groups will 

be required to use specified campsites to mitigate resource issues at campsites within the 
river corridors.   

 
• Permittee must observe all campground regulations posted in the Sourdough, Paxson and 

Tangle Lakes Campgrounds as they commence and/or conclude authorized activities. 
Permittee's may not use campgrounds as a location from which to operate a base camp or 
office. 

 
• Permittee must supply the Bureau of Land Management with the license number of the 

vehicle(s) that will be used to transport watercraft, clients and supplies in and out of the 
Paxson Lake and Sourdough Creek campgrounds. 

 
• The boat launch in Paxson Lake, Tangle Lakes and Sourdough Creek campgrounds is for 

launching only. Unloading or loading of clients or gear should be done in the ready area to 
keep the launches clear for others. 

 
• Group size will be no larger than 12 people including guides.  

 
• Gulkana River: Limit of four launches within any 30 day period and a maximum trip 

duration of five days  per trip. Recommendation that trips be scheduled during weekdays 
to avoid high use weekend periods. 

 
• Delta River: Limit of two launches within any 30 day period, with a maximum trip 

duration of five days per trip.  Recommendation that trips be scheduled during weekdays 
to avoid high use weekend periods. 

 
 




