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The BLM Mission

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) sustains the health, diversity and productivity of the public
lands for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.
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A lateral moraine of West Creek Glacier in the Taiya River watershed near Skagway, Alaska, liquefied
in July 2002, causing debris to slide into a glacial lake in front of the glacier’s terminus. This event
triggered a tremendous flood at Klondike Gold Rush National Historic Park and the community of
Dyea, causing extensive damage to bridges, roads and private property. Photos courtesy TEMSCO
Helicopters.
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Open File Reports issued by the Bureau of Land Management present the results of inventories or
other investigations on a variety of scientific and technical subjects that are made available to the pub-
lic outside the formal BLM-Alaska technical publication series. These reports can include preliminary
or incomplete data and are not published and distributed in quantity.

Reports are available, while supplies last, from BLM Office of Communications, 222 West 7th Avenue,
#13, Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7599 and from the Juneau - John Rishel Minerals Information Center,
100 Savikko Road, Mayflower Island, Douglas, Alaska 99824, (907) 364-1553. Copies are also avail-
able for inspection at the Alaska Resources Library and Information Service (Anchorage), the USDI
Resources Library in Washington, D.C., various libraries of the University of Alaska, the BLM National
Business Center Library (Denver), and other selected locations.

A complete bibliography of all BLM-Alaska scientific reports can be found on the Internet at: http://
www.ak.bim.gov/affairs/sci_rpts.html. Related publications are also listed at http:/juneau.ak.bim.gov.



A Field Investigation of Glacial Lake
Outburst Potential in the
Taiya River Watershed, Skagway, Alaska

Chuck Denton, Larry Standley and Brent Lewis

BLM-Alaska Open File Report 99
June 2005

U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
Alaska State Office
222 W. 7th Ave., #13
Anchorage, Alaska 99513

































