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Alaska Fire Service 
celebrates Alaska Arbor Day 
�2�Q���0�D�\�����������D�Q���H�Q�W�K�X�V�L�D�V�W�L�F���J�U�R�X�S���R�I��
�&�X�E���6�F�R�X�W�V���D�Q�G���%�R�\���6�F�R�X�W�V���I�U�R�P���)�R�U�W��
�:�D�L�Q�Z�U�L�J�K�W���S�O�D�Q�W�H�G���������W�U�H�H�V���D�Q�G��������
shrubs on the west side of the Alaska Fire 
�6�H�U�Y�L�F�H���K�H�D�G�T�X�D�U�W�H�U�V���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�����U�H�S�O�D�F�L�Q�J���D��
number of mature spruce trees that were 
removed for safety reasons. Following 
�W�K�H���S�O�D�Q�W�L�Q�J�����W�K�H���6�F�R�X�W�V���W�R�X�U�H�G���W�K�H���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�\����
�6�F�R�X�W���O�H�D�G�H�U�V���D�Q�G���I�D�P�L�O�\���P�H�P�E�H�U�V��
assisted with the planting. 

Tissue sampling project 
begins on Kuskokwim River 
BLM is conducting a comprehensive biological 
monitoring program on the Kuskokwim 
River near the Red Devil Mine (RDM) site 
this summer. The new monitoring program 
is testing for background levels of mercury 
and other metals in aquatic environments 
on the Kuskokwim River and its tributaries 
within 40 miles of the Red Devil Mine site. 
The Red Devil Mine was the largest cinnabar 
�P�L�Q�H���L�Q���$�O�D�V�N�D���I�U�R�P�������������X�Q�W�L�O�������������D�Q�G���D��
�Z�R�U�O�G���F�O�D�V�V���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�U���R�I���P�H�U�F�X�U�\�����7�K�H���¿�U�V�W��
�V�D�P�S�O�L�Q�J���R�F�F�X�U�U�H�G���-�X�Q�H�����������������Z�L�W�K���D���V�H�F�R�Q�G��
�V�D�P�S�O�L�Q�J���V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�G���I�R�U���$�X�J�������������������7�K�H���%�/�0��
team members are sampling tissues across 
the trophic spectrum—from low level benthic 
�P�D�F�U�R�L�Q�Y�H�U�W�H�E�U�D�W�H�V���W�R���W�R�S���O�H�Y�H�O���S�U�H�G�D�W�R�U�\���¿�V�K��
species. The BLM is coordinating the project 
�Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���6�W�D�W�H���R�I���$�O�D�V�N�D�����8�����6�����*�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O��
�6�X�U�Y�H�\�����W�K�H���.�X�V�N�R�N�Z�L�P���1�D�W�L�Y�H���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q����
and the Kuskokwim Corporation. 
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Mother and daughter help to improve a butterfly garden during 
National Trails Day at the Campbell Creek Science Center. 

BLM Biologist Matt Varner (left), Jason Post (red gloves), and Clauss Kwhn-
Hansen (in back) prepare to electro fish in an unnamed tributary on the 
Kuskowim. 

National Trails Day at Campbell Tract 
On June 5, more than 100 volunteers worked to 
�L�P�S�U�R�Y�H���W�U�D�L�O�V���D�Q�G���Z�D�O�N�Z�D�\�V�����D�G�G���S�O�D�Q�W�V���W�R���W�K�H���E�X�W�W�H�U�À�\��
�J�D�U�G�H�Q�����P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���W�K�H���J�U�R�X�Q�G�V�����¿�[���I�H�Q�F�H�V�����L�P�S�U�R�Y�H��
disability access, pull weeds, and clean-up trash 
�D�W���W�K�H�������W�K���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���7�U�D�L�O�V���'�D�\���K�H�O�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�H��
���������D�F�U�H���&�D�P�S�E�H�O�O���7�U�D�F�W���D�Q�G���D�G�M�R�L�Q�L�Q�J���0�X�Q�L�F�L�S�D�O�L�W�\���R�I��
Anchorage’s Far North Bicentennial Park. Following the 
work, volunteers were treated to a pizza and cookies 
luncheon sponsored by the Friends of the Campbell 
�&�U�H�H�N���6�F�L�H�Q�F�H���&�H�Q�W�H�U�����U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���W���V�K�L�U�W�V���D�Q�G���G�R�R�U���S�U�L�]�H�V��
from partner REI, and practiced bear safety with inert 
bear spray. The Bird Treatment and Learning Center 
(Bird TLC) gave a presentation on great-horned owls, 
followed by the release of a rehabilitated owl. The event 
is also a ‘Take Pride’ project. After the Municipality of 
Anchorage became a “Take Pride in America City” 
�L�Q���������������W�K�H���$�Q�F�K�R�U�D�J�H���)�L�H�O�G���2�I�¿�F�H���K�D�V���M�R�L�Q�W�O�\���F�R��
sponsored successful Take Pride events such as this 
one with the Municipality each year. 
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BLM-ALASKA FRONTIERS...  
From the Managing Editor 

National Public Lands Day volunteers give a big thumbs-up to N-L-C-S! 

We have an exciting issue for you and encourage you to take the stories 
and resources further. Go to our website http://www.blm.gov/ak and look 
at all we have to offer. This year is the 10th anniversary of the National 
Landscape Conservation System, and many of our annual events are 
including activities to commemorate that milestone. Most important is that 
the anniversary celebrates these wonderful lands and resources that we 
are working to manage for all the many uses and people like yourselves to 
experience today and for future generations. 

— Karen J. Laubenstein 
karen_laubenstein@blm.gov 

BLM-Alaska Frontiers 
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BLM-Alaska Frontiers is published quarterly in March, 
June, September and December. Deadline for articles 
is the third Friday of the month before publication. 
The deadlines will be Aug. 20 (Fall 2010), Nov. 19 
(Winter 2010), Feb. 18 (Spring 2011) and May 20 
(Summer 2011). 

BLM-Alaska Frontiers may contain copyrighted 
material that is used with permission of the copyright 
owner. Publication in a government document does 
not authorize any use or appropriation of this copy-
right material without consent of the owner and they 
are not in the public domain.Any text and photos 
without attributed copyright may be reproduced in 
whole or in part as they are in the public domain. 
Please credit BLM-Alaska. 
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the managing editor. Indicate if you want to receive 
notification when Frontiers is online, or a copy mailed. 
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