


First Among America’s 
National Trail System
National Historic Trails commemorate major routes 
of exploration, migration, trade, communications and 
military actions that helped form America.  

Across America, 16 trails have been honored as National 
Historic Trails. The Iditarod is the only Alaska trail 
and the only winter trail in the national system, 
as well as the only Historic Trail celebrating the 
indispensable role played by ‘man’s best friend’ 
in the settlement of Alaska.

Recreation on the Trail Today
One hundred years after its 
heyday, some variation of 
the entire Historic Iditarod 
Trail from Seward to Nome 
is still open to the public. 

You can explore the 
Historic Trail year-round 
on foot or by auto or 
railroad between Seward 
and Knik, especially in the 
Chugach National Forest 
on the Kenai Peninsula and 
Chugach State Park outside 
of Anchorage.  

Winter overland travel by snowmobile, ski or dogsled is still 
a great way to explore the remote northern sections of the 
Iditarod Trail.  Many community museums along the Iditarod 
Trail display historic photography, equipment and artifacts 
that depict the toils and rewards of life on the Iditarod Trail.  

For the summer recreationist proficient in remote water 
travel, the rivers used by the early gold seekers offer access 
to miles of sandbars, lonely hills and bug-infested swamps.  
And every February and March, professional and recreation-
al racers put their minds, muscles and machines to work in 
epic long-distance winter races that link Alaska’s largest and 
smallest communities.

The Iditarod Trail in Girdwood 
is a favorite with hikers of all 
ages.
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