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1. Introduction

The US.Forest Service has submittegraposal anépplication to withdraw 20 acres of public
landwithin the Chugach National Forest from entry under the Federal Mirsingof 18732.

1.1 Authority |

The Secretary of the Department of the Interior is authorized to withdraw lands from the public
domain for the purpose of maintaining other public values or reserving the area for a particular
public purpose or prografn.

Thelandsproposed for withdrawadre described as:
Seward Meridian

T.7N., R. 2 E., Ursurveyed

Sec. 2, SY2.SEYs;

Sec. 11, NY2, N&Y2, andSEY4SWY4
Sec. 12, W%NW¥2 and NWY4SWY4,

Chugach National Forest, Alaskag€Figure 1) containing approximately 720 acres

Notice of thewithdrawalproposakndapplication was published in tii@deral Registeon
February 27, 2007.Pending adjudication of theithdrawalproposal anépplication? the lands are
segregated from mineral entry under Begleral Mining Law of 1872. Thesegregation of the lasd
will expire on February 28, 2069.

This environmental assessménprepared in accordance with the provisions of the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1963its implementing regulatiorfsand 43 CFR §2310-3. The US.
Depart ment oBureaulofeand Mabhagemen®LM) is a cooperating agenay the
preparation of this environmental analysis.

' R.S. §2319 derived from Act of May 10, 1872, ch. 152 §1, 17 Sta8®W.S.C§22 et seq

The lands which are the subject of the withdrawal application and proposal are immediatedy andladjacent to
lands withdrawn fronentry under the Federal Mining Law of 186 Public Land Order 7393, 64 Fed. Reg. 29064,
29065 (May 28, 1999).

2 The Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976, 43 U.S.C. §1714 and 43 CFR Part 2300.

% Departmenbf the Interior, Bureau of Land Management, 72 Fed. Reg. 8777, 8778 (February 27, 2007).
*43 CFR § 2310:2.

® |bid.

43 CFR §2310.2(a).

742 U.S.C. 4331et. seq2006.

8 Title 40 of Code of Federal Regulations.

40 CFR §1501.6 and 43 CFR §2312(B)3)
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\1.2 Other Documents Incorporated by Reference |

The following environmental documents and the analyses contained therein are incorporated by
reference:

=

Record of DecisioandFinal Environmental Impact Statement, Chugach National Forest,
Land Management Plan Revisjdviay 20021°

Upper Turnagain Landscape Assessméuly 2004

Record of DecisioandWhistle Stop Final Environmental Impact Statembftaty 2006
Spencer Mineral Materials Project Draft Environmental Impact Statervgat 2008."
Spencetntegrated Weed Management Environmental Assessdaeniary2009

abrwn

1.3 Resource Management Plan and Implementation Conformance |

The proposed action will fther the management directions outlined in@heigachForest Plan and
will facilitate theF o r e st deasronsiinthe W/isistle Stop Projéttcord of Decisiorand
thosethatto be madeyy the Forest Servide the Spencer Glacier Mineral Materiagd®rd of
Decisionby:

e Providing asubstantialind fairly accessible source of mineral matei(sdsd gravel and
guarry rock for competitive saleand

e Protectinga substarn&l Forest Service investmentexisting structures and infrastructure
constructd and being maintained for the Whistle Stop Prdjactl resulting/associated
special use permits for additional recreation opportunities) potential removal or
destruction by new locatable mineral claims and development.

Competitive nmeral material sleswere contemplateby and aren conformance with #taChugach
NationalForestRevised_and and Resource Manageme@n Environmental Impact Statement

(Plan)as providedit pags 3-496 and 497 Sal abl e mi neral s are gener e
t o the hi gAldands onkthe €liugach National Forest are open for permit application

for salable minerals, with the exception of the Nellie JGaflege Fiord Wilderness Study Area and

certain small withdrawn areasWith regard to the mineranaterials found at Spencer Glacier, page

3-506 of the Plan provides:

One important source of riprap and armor stone on the Forest, tfa@8pencer
Glacier Mineral Materials Site, would be available under all alternatives. This source
is significant because of its location along the railroad, large volume of material
available, being a developed quarry, and containing a type of matatia in

demand.

10 hitp://www.fs.fed.us/r10/chugach/forest_plan/plan_docs1.html

M http://www.fsfed.us/r10/ro/policyreports/ep/eco_assess/upper_turnagain_la.pdf

2 hitp://www.fs.fed.us/r10/chugach/news_releases/whistle _stop/indstopahtm|

13 http://www.fs.fed.us/r10/chugach/deis/spencer/index. html

4 hitp://www.fs.fed.us/r10/chugh/news_releases/spencer_weadspencer_iwm_ea_final.pdf
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Recreational developmeat Spencer Glacier was also contemplated undd?lidémepage 3507
provides: filn the Preferred Alternative and Alternatives C and D, there could be a developed
recreational complex (about 50 acres) at Spen

Withdrawalof lands from mineral entry under the Federal Mining Law of 1872 was also
contemplatedpages 3497 and 49%rovide

The Revised Forest Plan does not affect the quantity or quality of locatable minerals,
but it will affect[through withdrawalthe number of acres where mineral exploration
and development are allowéd All withdrawals however, & subject to valid

existing rights.

When a Record of Decision is issued for the selected alternative, the Forest Service

may request that the BLM withdraw certain management areas from all forms of
mineralentnrfunder t he Feder al Addliionallyndgvelopadv of 187 2
campgrounds or other facilities may be withdrawn.

1.4 Background |

=

.
Figure 2. Spencer Glacier, Chugach National Forest, Kenai Peninsula, Alaska.

The Spencer Glacier area has been meoveracentury for a variety of purposasluding

mineral development and recreatioifhe Alaska Railroatls r ai | bed Theragm®r ses
road access to the are@here is however Bmited road system within the proposed withdrawal area
thatfacilitated historianineral material development.

Mineral material deposits at Spencer Glacier are important bechtlssr location along the
railroad, volumeanestablisked quarry, andnineral materiathat is in deman&® These gravel and

®»The Forest Serviceds assertion that miner al materi al i
Ser v i aneltiple fegponsewere received to a solicitation of interéstued by the Forest Service for potential
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qguarry rock resources have been used since the early 19@0gdnety of projects, and there are no
comparable sites in the arfaThe railroadestablished pits in the Spencer Glacier amehe early
1900sfor sand gravel, and quarry rockloday, he Alaska Railroadcontinues to extract the

material for raitoad purposesndera contract with the Forest Service.

Between 1984 and 1999 a mineral material operator under contract with theSeovestfiled

fourteen (14)mining claims over the historimineralmaterial sites at Spencer Glacier. These

mining daimsimpedet he For est Serviceds ability to comp
Substantiaunencumbered mineral material depesimainin the northwest portion of theoposed
withdrawal areparea 3, Figure 13The filing of additional mininglaimsover tresedeposis will
furtherimpedethe Forest Sercie 6 s a b i mindray materal tdomarketfTgere may bas

much asl9 million tons of aggregate in the proposed withdrawal area with 7 million tons
unencumberedspencer Mineral Mateais Project Draft Environmental Impact Statemeyage 4.

The proposed withdrawal aresaadjacent téands withdrawn under Public Land Order 7393, dated

May 28, 1999. Public Land Order 7393 withdrew 600 acres of land from entry under the Federal
MinngLaw of 1872 in order to reserve the | andos
the Public Land Order withdrawal is 15 years and is set to expire on May 28, RQ@idstantial

portion of this withdrawal area is encumbered by mining claifte developed quarry is within

this withdrawal area, area 1, Figur& 1t may contain as much as 20 tons of quarry radke

existing withdrawal area and the proposed withdrawal area do not overlap.

The ForesBervicemay offer for competitive sale meral materials that overlay mining claims
however removal ofmineral

material from unpatented mining

claims can only occur with prior

notice to the claimant arwhly

where né. it has been determined
that removal will neither endanger

nor materially intefere with

prospecting, mining, or processing

operations or uses reasonably

incident thereto on the claingd’

Recreation within the area has
expanded over the last 10 years.
There are multiple special use
permit holders for rafting and other
uses. Theres aformalrailroad

stop Whistle Stop within the
Figure 3. Recreation infrastructure within proposed withdrawal.

removalof rock, sand and gravél. ,Sgencer Integrated Weed Management Environmental Asses3amrary 2009
page 10.

16 See discussion at Paragraph 3.5.

736 CFR §228.41(b)(3)




