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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

Anchorage Field Office 

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION (CX) FORM  
  

CX No.:  AK-010-08-CX-022  Lease/Serial/Case File No.:  A-028142 

 

Applicant:  Marathon Oil Company  

 

Proposed Action: 

 

Drilling of a natural gas well: Kenai Gas Field (KBU 41-6X)  

 

Location of Proposed Action: 

 

Section 7, T. 4N., R. 11W., Seward Meridian, Kenai Peninsula Borough, Alaska. 

 

Description of Proposed Action: 

 

Marathon Oil Company wishes to drill a natural gas well, KBU 41-6X, in the Kenai Gas Field.  The well 

will be drilled on Pad 41-7 within the Kenai Gas Field, lease number, A-028142.  The proposed surface 

location is anticipated to be 158ô from the north line (FNL) and 1057ô from the east line (FEL) in 

Section 7, T. 4 N., R. 11 W., Seward Meridian.  The proposed total vertical depth (TVD) of the well is 

7587ô, with a measured depth (MD) of 9380ô.  Existing roads will be used to access Pad 41-7.  No new 

construction is planned on the pad.  There will, however, be a flowline installed from the KBU 41-6X 

wellhead to an existing line heater and separator.  A water supply well exists on Pad 41-7 for the mixing 

of muds and operations in general.  Cuttings will be dewatered on location.  The cuttings and excess 

mud will be hauled to Pad 41-18 of the Kenai Gas Field for disposal into Well KU 24-7, a Class II 

disposal well (AOGCC Disposal Injection Order No. 9, Permit #81-176).  All household and approved 

industrial garbage will be hauled to the Kenai Peninsula Borough, Soldotna Landfill.  Clear fluids will 

be hauled to Pad 34-31 of the Kenai Gas Field and injected into well WD #1, an approved disposal well 

(AOGCC Permit #7-194).  Any unused chemicals will be returned to the vendors that provided them.  

Efforts will be made to minimize the use of all chemicals. 

 

A minimal camp will be established on the pad to house various supervisory and service company 

personnel.  Approximately four trailer house type structures will be required for this purpose.  Bottled 

water will be used for human consumption.  Potable water will be obtained from the existing water well 

on the pad.  S & R, a local waste handler, will collect and transport sanitary wastes to their Alaska 

Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC) approved disposal facility.  No additional 

structures will be necessary.  KBU 41-6X will be drilled on an existing pad; reclamation of the pad will 

occur after abandonment of KBU 41-6X and other existing wells on the pad.  Approval of the plan of 

reclamation will be obtained from CIRI Native Corporation prior to initiating any reclamation work.  

The surface owner of the land in the Kenai Beluga Unit is the Salamatof Native Association. 

 

The drill rig will be moved approximately 25 miles up the Sterling Highway from the Clam Culch area 

to the Salamatof area of the Kenai Peninsula during the winter months.  Although there are invasive, 
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non-native plant infestations along the Sterling Highway, those infestations should be under sufficient 

snow cover to preclude the acquisition and transport of plant material or seeds.  The source pad and the 

target pad are free of invasive, non-native plant infestations.  The risk of introducing invasive, non-

native plants at the new well pad site is therefore insubstantial. 
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