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This month AFO will complete the last of four new public safety 
shelters that will make travel along remote segments of the Iditarod 
National Historic Trail safer this winter.  The shelters are a partnership 
project of the BLM, the nonprofit Iditarod Historic Trail Alliance, the 
State of Alaska, and local communities.  The project creates temporary 
jobs in communities along the Iditarod National Historic Trail, enhances 
public safety, and provides hands-on training for rural Alaskan youth. 

BLM hired carpentry students from the Alaska Job Corps Center in 
Palmer to construct the 16x16-foot log shelters, made 
from Alaska spruce milled at a Fairbanks lumber yard.  

BLM also worked with the nonprofit Youth Restoration Corps to hire youth ages 16-19 from 
area villages to work with the Job Corps carpenters to construct the shelters. 

Iditarod safety shelters are open to travelers along the Iditarod National Historic Trail for 
emergency use primarily during winter.  The shelters help meet local transportation and 
public safety needs along remote segments of the trail. 
 

TOP PHOTO:  The cabin crew on the porch of the new Foothills safety shelter between Shaktoolik and 
Unalakleet.  RIGHT:  Mike Prince of Emmonak is a Job Corps carpentry student who helped construct the new shelters. 

 
Two invasive plants projects funded by ARRA are largely completed.  The first was an invasive plant 

survey and assessment at Salmon Lake near Nome, the northernmost spawning ground for sockeye salmon on 
the Seward Peninsula.  BLM hired four young adults from the Nome area who worked with a fisheries biologist 
from Kawerak, Inc., and two botanists from the Alaska Natural Heritage Program (ANHP).  The survey found 
no invasive plants in the Salmon Lake area. 

The second project was a similar survey along 81 miles of the Unalakleet Wild and Scenic River, also a 
critical anadromous salmon habitat.  BLM hired four young adults from the Unalakleet area and three local boat 
operators for this project.  The crew conducted a ten-day inventory of invasive plants along the river corridor.  
The crew, with help from ANHP botanists, will write an invasive plant monitoring, prevention, and 
management plan for the area. 

 

Other ARRA projects at AFO include a pedestrian bridge extension, riparian restoration, and trail work 
projects at Campbell Tract.  These projects were completed at the end of July. 
 
Land use planning 

A 30-day public scoping period for the Campbell Tract Facility plan amendment concluded April 30.  
AFO received approximately 45 comments during scoping.  Most comments addressed recreation uses, 
proposed commercial uses, and public safety concerns.  AFO completed a scoping report and is currently 
developing draft alternatives for the environmental assessment.  AFO will offer a second public involvement 
opportunity upon release of a draft amendment later this year. 

Work is on schedule to complete a draft amendment to the Ring of Fire Resource Management Plan/ 
Environmental Impact Statement by the end of the calendar year for 320,000 acres of BLM-administered lands 
in the Haines Block.  RAC members will be invited to review and comment on the draft plan at that time. 

 
Unalakleet fish weir 

BLM worked with the Alaska Department of Fish and Game to secure 
funding from the Federal Office of Subsistence Management to construct, 
install, and operate a floating fish weir on the main fork of the Unalakleet River 
this field season.  BLM also met with elders in the community to enlist local 
support for the project. 

BLM and ADF&G worked with Norton Sound Economic Development 
Corp. and the Native Village of Unalakleet to hire local fishery techs to build 

and operate the weir.  The project will help biologists monitor escapement rates for Chinook salmon, which 
have declined considerably on the Unalakleet since 2000. 
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