


 
 

 

 

and included II. folconm. II. sinogmruk. II. In 1951 Howard rurned his artention 34 years an d, from around 1952, worked 

graruk. II. jictolacteum and II. disco"'r. Oral to laying Out and planting the garden , additional shifts at weekends for fou r 

rradi rion has it that mese plants originated which totalled eight acres around the or five years at the Spruce Reach Island 

from the collection of seedlings raised main house and extended from Highway property where he helped to layout the 

by the Oregon rhododendron pioneer #38 to the riverbank. This work was very garden and plant H oward's ·'acquisitions." 

James Barto, who had a homestead on carefully orchesrrated. All the elements Severa1 areas in the western part of the 

the High Pass Road. near Junction City. were brought together to create a garden garden were low-lying and swampy, 

The plants were probably amongsr those in the sryle of a small traditional English so once again Howard had the dredge 

that were sold by Barto's wife. Ruth country house and irs woodland gardens, Sandpiper positioned in the river and used 
Lamson Barro, after his untimely dearn in as they would have been in the period this ro pump up an infill of gravel and sand 

December 1940. Another mature species, between the early- 1900s and the on-set to raise the level of (he garden in some of 

R .lacteum, was plamed doser to the of WWII . The trees planted some years these marshy areas. Terrace walkways were 

house. but thi, eventually died; thi' plant earlier at the western edge of the property constructed throughout th is parr of the 

probably originated from the same source. provided shelter from the wind and other garden and these fo rmed an intricate set of 

Barto had waited fo r many years to see plantings formed an overhead canopy to pathways between the plantings. Howard 

hi, II. lactl'llm and II. folconm seedlings produce a dappled effect of sun and shade. personally directed the landscaping 
flower, bur sadly he died of cancer before The entrance drive area, from the bridge at operations that commenced in 195 1. 

they bloomed fo r the first time. Prior to the highway to the from of the house, was including instructing as to how the plants 

WWl I, and for a number of years after, laid OU( to contain the appropriate level of were ro be handled and plamed. Detailed 

there was probably no other source for formaliry in regard to the plantings in the preparations were made fo r planting each 

acquiring large specimens of large-leaved "island" beds, and also in the borders. specimen in a location chosen by H oward; 

rhododendron species on the West Coast. To the east and wesr of the main d rive the soil W:lS excavated and layers of gravel 

In the late- 1940, Evangeline N. the woodland gardens were laid-out in the and sand were used to create drainage and 
H insdale, H oward's mQ[her, went to live traditional manner, whilst to the rear of the to construct a suitably raised bed fo r each 

in the Pordand area and this presented house were other groupings of flowering plant. 

Howard with the opportunity to remodel shrubs and long stretches of lawn runn ing There was an average of four staff that 

Spruce Reach Island house and (0 along the banks of the Umpqua. Most worked o n laying our the garden; Galen 

landscape [he gardens. It appears that the gardens of this type contain a water feature remembers the work was hard bur H oward 

development of the house commenced in in the fo rm of an o rnamental lake, ponds treated him well and paid him the same 

1947 whilst Howard was still the d riving or a reRective canal and Spruce Reach overtime rates as the rest of the crew. But, 

force in Gardiner Lumber Company Island was to be no exception. A canal where d id the plants come from? 

and he used his "crews" ro construct the runs inland from the river to the highway, In recent years (he 1\1 media would 

soU(h wing, expand the east wing, then sometimes referred to as the Hinsdale lead you to believe that "instant" gardens, 

reconstruct and expand the west wing. Slough. and this cuts off the eastern landscaping and makeovers are someth ing 

This project also incl uded raising the house segment of garden, around twO acres in new and trendy. Bur li ttle is new in 

to avoid flooding. which involved the extent, from the main garden. O riginally horticulture; indeed, O . Howard Hi nsdale 

fell ing of ,he crab-apple trees and jacking the eastern segment was connected to may well have been a leader in the field! O n 

the entire original structure up on to new the main garden by a bridge, constructed fi rst sight little appears to be known about 

foundation posts. Howard had the dredge by Howard, composed of twO massive his horticultura1 and forestry background, 

Sandpiper positioned in the river near the red cedar logs that spanned the canal , bur it is clear that he was knowledgeable 

island and pwuped up tons of sand and with planks laid across the logs to fo rm about trees and plants and he em ployed 

gravel to build up the elevation of the whole a roadway for vehicles and maintenance. some most unusual techniques to acquire 

of the eastern end of the main property. This canal was utilised by Howard to good specimens to plant in his new garden. 

The work on the house took a number of effect and the plantings on the sloping east Galen recalls that in the early-1950s 

years to complete and this suggests that bank were well positioned in longirudi nal Howard toured the more affl uent areas of 

his approach reRects the way in which rows so their Rowers would reRect in Portland, Oregon, searching for mature 

the garden was later developed. Also in the water when viewed from the main specimens of rhododendrons. camellias 

1947 he was instrumental in moving the garden . and magnolias in private gardens. When 

First National Bank of Gardiner to a new Galen Baxter. now in his eighties and a H oward found a plant he wanted he would 

site at Reedsport where ir opened as the Eugene Chaprer member of the American knock on the from door of the house and 

Umpqua National Bank with Howard as Rhododendron Society (ARS). worked at offer the owner a figure in cash that was 

its president. the Long-Bell Mill on weekdays for about djfficul t ro refuse. Money was no object 
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