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Fostering a Gommon Vision

Managing for these processes involves workm : 'communities

over time. It is through this learni 'process I'haﬁp_
rediscovering that the largest fresh-water storage a
world is not a lake or a reservoir, it is the soil.

The Bureau of Land Management and the Forest Service, in
partnership with the Natural Resources Conservation Service,
are working to help communities understand recovery and
maintenance of riparian-wetland areas through a strategy
called Accelerating Cooperative Riparian Restoration and
Management. The overall goal of the strategy is to develop a
critical mass of people who interact with and manage riparian-
wetland resources based on a shared knowledge of the attributes
and processes that constitute sustainability.

The strategy is designed to address one of the major barriers to
achieving healthy riparian systems, the polarity and gridlock
created from strongly held values and interests. A critical step
is asking people to temporarily put aside their values and
interests and first focus on the physical

attributes and processes (the interaction VEGETATION

of soil/landform, water, and
vegetation) that produce benefits,
such as clean water and good
quality forage and habitat.

One of the principal tools SOIL/LANDFORM
used to do this is the

Proper Functioning Condition
(PFC) assessment method.

WATER
Riparian Process Interactions

nextto streams, known as “riparian areas,” areﬁled\wth the rmﬁt plan
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stored water. If we want the land to be more productive, we must manageﬁor these processes in tbf

www.or.bim.gov/nrst

I The plant
and soil act together like a sponge, absorbing the water and energy of hlgh flows, slowly releasing the |
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h assessment method, an on-the ground condition, and a
cbmmumcahon tool that provides common terms, definitions, and

oncepts and also builds understanding among diverse stakeholders.

% can be applied in a variety of settings to help people discern:

- What is working well -How management could be improved
- What may be limiting :-What further evaluations might be appropriate
- How to prioritize restoration

The on-the-ground condition of PFC indicates a state of resiliency.
Systems that are below PFC are not considered sustainable.

Use of the PFC concepts and the assessment process is facilitating
the capacity for cooperative decisionmaking and management that
benefits both the land and communities. Success is dependent upon
providing respectful learning environments, encouraging
relationships, building trust, and creating a common vision.

Riparian Coordination Network

National Riparian
Service Team

e Coordinate on Ensure support to s’rgre/.prc:-vincim
training activities and cudres ond coor‘dlnm!or‘"u and
B e c 0 m I n g I nvn I“e d advisory services. infegration with existing
programs.
A diverse group of people referred to as s s
Cadres oordinate to ensure participation o Ript:.lriun
the Riparian Coordination Network are “individual fmm;y;i?de cipatin o coordinators
conservation and Iin ustry_r?éso.ups,
implementing this strategy principally b e
throughout the Western United States and Canada. There are sev-

eral ways you can become involved in and benefit from this strategy:

- Attend or sponsor training on riparian function, management, and monitoring
- Request consulting and advisory services for riparian-wetland resource issues
- Help raise awareness and interest in your local area

- Promote application of the concepts and principles of this strategy

- Become a member of a state/provincial cadre

For specific contact information, see the handout provided.



