




U.S. Bureau of Land Management's "Western Oregon Plan Revision"
and Deer Creek Association's Natural Selection Alternative

The community supported ecostry-based Natural Selection Alternative was submitted by the
Deer Creek Valley Natural Resources Conservation Association to the U.S. Bureau of Land
Management for Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) evaluation as an Alternative for
Western Oregon forests, during the scoping process in 2005.

WOPRDEIS:
Alternatives Considered but Eliminated/rom Detailed Study [pg l04]/Harvest Only Naturally Selected
Dead and Dying Trees [pgl07]

This alternative would remove only "naturally selected dead and dying trees, conditioned upon
meeting the needs of other species. " Timber harvesting of such trees would be accomplished with
small equipment from a network of narrow roads.

This alternative was eliminated from detailed study because it would not meet the purpose and
need, which states that the resource management plan revisions must meet all applicable laws.
One of the applicable laws is the O&C Act. The O&C Act requires that the O&C lands that are
classified as timberlands are to be managedfor permanent forest production following the
principles of sustained yield., which includes determining and declaring the annual productive
capacity of such lands with the timber from those lands (not less than the annual sustained yield
capacity) being sold annually.

Also, while this management approach may be practical for managing a small woodlot on
relatively flat terrain, such an approach is impractical for managing a landscape of the size and
ruggedness that is managed by the BLM in western Oregon. The level of roaded access and survey
efforts that would be necessary to identify and harvest the trees that die on BLM lands in western
Oregon every year would be prohibitively expensive both in financial and environmental terms.

These BLM WOPR statements are not true. The community supported Natural Selection
Alternative (NSA), fulfills the plan's purpose and need, whereas the BLM's proposed action
alternatives do not.

Sustainable forests necessitate retaining suitable environments for all of the species that create
and sustain natural forests including timber. Species that create and sustain forests must be
allowed to continue doing it. None of the proposed BLM tree stand/plantation alternatives,
would retain natural forests, and tht:re is no evidence to support the contention they can.
Managing natural forests as tree stand plantations has not sustained forests or tree production.

The Natural Selection Alternative: 1) retains
natural forests for all of the species that create
and sustain them, 2) retains optimal forest
health for optimum productivity, 3) has no
down time, the reason why it produces more
timber than forestry tree stand plantations, 4)
retains visual, spiritual, historical, educational, cultural, recreational, and other non timber
values, 5) provides the best possible forest fire protection possible through stewards that retain
late successional forests and fire fighting capabilities, an extremely valuable feature for
protecting forests during global warming, 6) extraction occurs when trees have reached the dead

No forestry tree stand management
Alternative submitted by BLM for WOPR,
achieves essential forest and community
values.



and dying stage because this reflects what the forest can truly produce at any given point in time,
not what someone thinks it will produce through management, which is never as much as what
Nature's forests produce. No tree stand management Alternative submitted by BLM for the
WOPR, achieves essential forest and community values, 7) is appropriate, practical, universal
and economical approach for the smallest to largest landscapes. While the BLM road system is
large and impacting, and degrades the landscape, the NSA small contour access system is
appropriate in much steeper terrain with much .greater sensitivity, and less impact on the
hydrological, ecological and aesthetic values of these lands. The NSA contour access trail system
is minimal impact while providing permanent access for all products and uses, 8) will shift from
high impact and destructive logging methods to forest and community friendly permanent
stewardships, providing a steady supply of forest products in perpetuity and easy access for and
constant availability of fire fighting equipment.

The WOPR DEIS is propaganda in the form
of misleading information, omissions, and
mis-statements which support BLM' s non-
sustainable action alternatives. BLM is doing
timber industry bidding for timber from
public forest lands and their conversions into
tree stand plantations that produce short term
profits for a single industry at the expense of forest and community values. The BLM proposed
action alternatives are not science based, they are based upon the same management-based
assumptions and conversions of natural forests into tree stand plantation deforestation practices
that have caused our current high fuel and fire hazards, biological, ecological, environmental,
social and economical disasters. Historical BLM forestry tree stand management practices have
not been sustainable, and cannot be made sustainable

Historical BLM forestry tree stand
management practices have not been
sustainable, are not sustainable, and
cannot be made sustainable.


