Dear BLM,

The forests of Oregon, most in public ownership, are the basis for both the economic and
ecological health of the State. My wife and I have lived here since 1990 and in _
sevenwmyemmomfamiﬁeshavebemmakingmdrhomesmﬂaewoodseveryym....
In the “woodland-urban interface”, Whyareweallhere?Whatisthecommondﬁving
force and what are our common concerns? What do the taxpayers expect from BLM staff
whoamhimdtoscrveomnwdsinﬂlemanagementofpubliclands,andnotﬂleneedsof
special interest groups?

Hundreds of families in our valley have movedﬁomthelmcﬁc,noisy,banen,snmg-air
of city living. Wehaveintmseappreciaﬁonofﬂxebemtyofﬂ:e forest environment and
tbeserenityandpeaceofﬂﬁsmagical“woodland-mbaninterface”. We hike the trails,

cmoemecleanhkw,ﬁshﬂlemolﬁvm,mdsetupcampamidstthcancimmme

Of major concern to all is the possibility of fire. Here in southern Oregon we have lived
throughannmberofﬁresovermepastls years. The draft plan agrees that these forests
are the worst in every category: high fire severity, high fire hazard and low fire
resiliency. Clearcut logging and reduction of stream buffers increase fire danger. Fires
will spread faster because of the windy conditions, small low-branched i

trees and dry undergrowth. Ourrivcmwillﬂowhotterandmuddiertotbepointﬂmtﬁsh
may become diseased and unable to reproduce and flood events will be exacerbated. We
mustmjectaplanﬂmtincmﬁredangeroverthelongterm. Many studies predict that
themajorglobalclimatcchangaswﬂ[increaseﬁreseveﬁty. The draft plan fails to
analyze this phenomenon within the long term projections of the plan.

WhatsigniﬁeantinformaﬁonislackingintheWOPRthatwouldhaveamqiorbearingon
the analysis? We are concemed with the Visual Resource Management aspects of the
planning process. Haveyou&stimatedwhatwmﬂdbethemajor economic loss to
property owners when a very unpleasant “viewshed” is created? Have you also evaluated
thewommiclossmthemanybusinessmthammmishedbythewmistswhoﬁsitom
forests in order to enjoy the beauty of our landscape, animal life, quiet hiking trails,
fishing, etc.
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The present Administration is expert in creating conflict and divisiveness. There does not
have to be a conflict between timber production and a “resource management plan” that
manages the forest on OUR behalf. We must adjust to a leaner, trimmer timber industry
based on restoration thinning and fuels reduction, not old- yﬁ' clearcutting. We
support “no action”, option one. . -
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