
A1an
Hoffmeister /ORSO/OR/BlM/
001
01/07/200812:47 PM

R. Alan Hoffmeister
Bureau of Land Management
Communications - Public Involvement
Western Oregon Plan Revisions Project
http://www.blm.gov/or/plans/wopr
alan_hoffmeister@or.blm.gov
Phone: 503-808-6629

RECEIVED

To Mary Ceciliani/~t6/8~IDOI@BlM

bee

SUbject Another PDF comment

RECEIVED

JAN 0 B 2008

----- Forwarded by Alan Hoffmeister/ORSOIOR/BlM/DOI on 01/07/200812:47 PM -----
"Laurence Kahn"
<Imkahn@msn.com>
01/06/200807:35 PM

/076

Attached is our comment letter on the WOPR. Please print out and kindly acknowledge
receipt as timely received by reply e-mail. If you have any trouble opening the attaChment,
please advise immediately.

Larry & Candy Kahn
7121 Griffin Lane
Jacksonville, OR 97530
541-899-0149
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u•S. Bureau. of .Lan4 Xan&g~t
3040 Biddle Rd.
_<t.ford, 01"egOn97S04

w. 11"'8 near the propo•• clMderson autt. OHVare •. and.
.t:rcmg1y OI>po•.• BLK'. turning tn.1. 1arge.ly pri.t~ arM
into •. recreation g%O'W:lclfor off-::ro.cl"ebic.l.s. for the
followl:s:tgre.sons;

1. Thepropo •• d. are. would. be immediately above
pr<>Pertie.,inA:: lucUngouX'1 ,along Griff!. Lane.
Bven when an occ •.• icm.al.off-r.oad vahicl. is UIJed
Candeurre;n:t: uae is frankly rare-perbape once per
month) along the :ILKroad above ua" the 80und
reverberat.s th:roughourvalleyJ)e,low. There 1. no
buffer for t.ba Bound. here.
Moat p~op.r:t:1.s in Our valley along Griffin Lane
U'1I hor •• Fopert.:ie8 with nw:nerO\UII. trail. ru.n.ning
up from our valley to the BLM roads ilndtra11s
a:bove. At present. these roadil!l ancl trails ar., an.d
have been for tbe.evenyears webav. lived here.
far mQre commonly used byhorlleba.ck rIder.,
hunterll.. and hiker:. ~off·ro.d vehlele ••
Turning t:.hi8lS:t.'l!(propert:yinto an off-road vehiele
recreational area w'oul(l; make it inQomp,a.tible with
the.. currt,m,t and priQr UiI!Iag... Particu.lar (JU9.e:r
would be posed to Dorlillebaek. riar:1I from noton1y
the pre.senee of the off -road veh.ieles themselvluJ
butalllc froU\.the noilille and SQW1cl. they generate-.a
bor.. \1<apooked"" OD t.he st.eep t.errain ofA.DderOQIl
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Butte could create an immediate danger to the
safety of its rider.

3. One of the benefits of living in the area in which
we live is our prox~ity to wildlife. On many
occasions when hiking or riding up to the BLM
property above us, we have enjoyed seeing numerous
types of birds and mammals that are part of the
habitat there. While one cannot say with certainty
precisely what will happen to these birds and
mammals if the area were converted to a BLM off-
road recreational area, we believe it safe to say
that such a change will not have a beneficial
effect on the wildlife that presently inhabit the
area.

4. While we have not investigated the other proposed
sites, or indeed whether there might be still
others that would have the buffer, not conflict
with pre-existing uses, and have less effect on the
existing land and wildlife habitat, we have to
believe that, given the effects here, there must be
sites better suited to the off-road vehicle
enthusiasts-either among the currently proposed or
upon further review for other potential sites.

5. It would appear from the State Comprehensive
Outdoor Recreation Plan from 2003, which measured
recreational use of state and federal lands for the
fifteen years immediately preceding, that the
increase in off-road vehicle use on a statewide
basis was a small fraction of the increase in non-
motorized uses of such lands (e.g. wildlife
observation, hiking, backpacking, horseback riding,
bicycling, etc.). Moreover, those statistics show
that there was an actual drop in usage of off-road
vehicles in this area of the state as opposed to
non-motorized use of public lands. These
statistics simply do not justify BLM's carving out
significant chunks of public lands for off-road
vehicle use, particularly in Jackson County, as the
present proposal does.

6. While the economy of our area in southern Oregon
has suffered for nearly a quarter of a century from
the loss of industry here, a significant positive
influence sustaining the economy in recent years,
and certainly since our arrival here in 200~, has
been the influx o~ people from other areas of the
country who have gravitated to this area precisely
because of its pristine nature and the peace,
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proximity to nature, and natural beauty that go
along with that. Rather than seizing and building
upon that growing foundation to our local economy,
the WOPR and OHV ~phasis areas go counter to that
trend and seeming'y ignore the changing reality
faced by this area. We urge reconsideration of the
plans in view of this factor.
Along the same lines as 6. above, while BLM's
economic analysis of WOPR takes into account timber
revenues from the plan, it fails to take into
account the adverse impact on property values from
OHV emphasis areas and from no-green-tree-retention
harvesting. While the timber revenues might
provide a short-ter.m "juicing" for the local
economy, the effects of the plan could have far
longer term depressing effects on property values
by reducing the desirability and appeal of our area
as a prospective retirement area-thereby reducing
property demand and prices. While this longer term
effect might be harder to quantify, it should not
be ignored as WOP:'~is cons idered.
From what we can ascertain of the planning process
that went into the creation of the OHV emphasis
areas, it would appear that there was no systamatic
and comprehensive process from the outset that
created selection criteria. Consequently, and
inexplicably as far as we can tell, there was a
disproportionate emphasis on placing such areas in
Jackson County as opposed to elsewhere in the state
and region.

Finally, it would appear to us that both the OHV
proposal and the revision of the forest plan for this area
were both the results of special interest group and
corporate lobbying in Washington or elsewhere as well as
settlements of questionable lawsuits brought by the timber
industry. We suspect and have some indication that those
of you who are closer to the actual impact of these plans
on the areas affected recognize, at some level, that these
plans, or facets of them, are misguided-there are other,
better solutions for the OHV issue, and there are means to
increase timber revenues from BLM harvestings more wisely.
Consequently, we would encourage those of you who work for
BLM to assert your independent judgment on the adverse
impact of these plans back "up the ladder" to your
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•.•• ~ior. ill tbia 4iatrict and iD WaahiDgt;on.0 that 'the
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