RE: BLM Western Oregon Plan Revision (WOPR)

I am writing to express my concern about this proposal, which I find to be unacceptable.  The proposed 700% increase of logging in native forests and the proposed reductions of streamside protections by over 50% are short-sighted and ignore the important damage that such practices would cause.

Our native forests in the Pacific Northwest provide many benefits to us residents as well as to the natural resources, which they protect in many ways:  filtering of water, regulation of climate, purification of air, provision of wildlife habitat, recreation – all of these are directly, negatively impacted by the proposed WOPR.

This proposal may violate the Endangered Species Act and the Clean Water Act.  The reduction of buffers around streams and wetlands by over 50%, goes contrary to scientifically recognized buffers for minimizing landslides, floods, and damage to aquatic resources.  Allowing OHV (Off-Highway Vehicles) use in so-called “OHV Emphasis Areas” will result in erosion, will degrade water quality, will cause pollution and noise, and disturb wildlife.

Only 18% of the original native forests remain unlogged and I believe they should remain that way.  The current number of small trees in timber plantations, if thinned, could supply more than 2 billion board feet of lumber for more than the next 20 years.  These small trees are the perfect “feedstock” for Oregon mills recently built or retrofitted to process logs of 9” in diameter or less.

It is known that trees act to filter CO2 out of the atmosphere.  Logging our world’s forests contributes over 25% of human-caused carbon emissions released into the atmosphere.  The fact that Oregon’s HB3543 has become state law, makes clear-cutting the native forests even less defensible.

There are many reasons to oppose the WOPR, all of which are strong arguments against any future logging of native forests on all public lands.  These are life support systems for our planet and we must preserve them.

Sincerely

Pam Bielefeld  

