January 9, 2008

Dear Bureau of Land Management,

I am strongly against the Western Oregon Plan Revision.  I agree with the Guest Viewpoint written by Joe Kerkvliet and Doug Heiken in the Eugene Register Guard on January 9, 2008:

”Fifth, the BLM’s proposals to clear-cut old growth and narrow stream buffers threaten the natural amenities contributing to a strong, sustainable economy in Western Oregon. Old-growth forests, clean water, high-quality environment, and outstanding recreational opportunities drive Oregon’s prosperity by attracting businesses, workers and retirees with investment and retirement income.

“Sixth, the BLM’s actions threaten the many values provided by carefully managed and protected forests, including clean water, abundant wildlife, and recreational opportunities. U.S. taxpayers spend more than $40 million each year to recover Willamette and Coast Range steelhead and salmon stocks. Each wild fish caught is worth an estimated $200 to sportsmen.

“Less obvious values threatened by the BLM proposal include biodiversity protection, fertile soils, storage of climate-regulating carbon, and the ability to pass some intact old growth forests on to our grandchildren. Based on research conducted at Oregon State University and published in Science in 1990, the BLM’s preferred alternative would result in the loss of more than $88 million in stored carbon from clear-cutting and building more permanent roads. As Dombeck and Thomas note, the values from preserving old growth for our grandchildren are “as real as those determined by commodities in the marketplace and clearly exceed the values as timber.”

Please cancel WOPR and instead do everything in your power to protect Oregon’s old-growth forests.  Thank you for your consideration.

Warm regards,

Holly Higgins

