January 11, 2008

Bureau of Land Management

Western Oregon Plan Revisions 

P.O. BOX 2965 Portland, OR 97208 
Re: 
BLM Western Oregon Plan Revisions

Dear Bureau of Land Management:

I am deeply disturbed about the Bush Administration’s proposal for the management of nearly 2.6 million acres of federal forests under the Western Oregon Plan Revisions (WPOR).  The Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) preferred Alternative (Alternative 2) would destroy the protections of the Northwest Forest Plan, reduce protection for wildlife and streamside reserves, build 1,000 miles of new logging roads, and increase old-growth clearcutting by 700% in currently protected old growth forest reserves and sensitive salmon bearing rivers and creeks. 

The BLM’s proposal would deplete our natural resource base for future generations by weakening protections for forests, creeks and salmon. The Northwest Forest Plan's protections should remain in place for BLM lands. Oregon ancient forests deserve permanent protection and should be managed to maintain important public assets such as clean drinking water, habitat for fish and wildlife, diverse recreation opportunities, gorgeous scenery, and jobs in forest restoration, fire safety and tourism.

Ancient forests in Oregon serve as an important carbon storage and sequestration resource to help mitigate global warming.  Scientists have indicated that we are already close to a dangerous tipping point with global heating, a path that will be greatly accelerated if the BLM's plans for increased logging in these ancient forests under the WPOR is approved.  Clearcutting and damage to soils from logging release tremendous amounts of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, while old forests absorb and store carbon dioxide.  
I believe it is in the public interest that the BLM reject Alternative 2 and the Action Alternatives proposed in the WOPR and work within the Northwest Forest Plan to protect mature and old-growth forests on federal lands in western Oregon.  Federal forests in western Oregon should be managed for the greatest good for the greatest number of people over the longest time.  We should protect remaining older forests and restore degraded lands to enhance water quality, restore habitat, store carbon, and generate new economic opportunities. 


Sincerely,

Susan Wulfekuhler
2190B Arthur St.

Eugene, OR 07405

