 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1To the BLM,

Re: WOPR

This is a short note to comment on the OHV use in the John’s Peak area.

As an OHV rider, and a resident of the John’s Peak  area, I have thought long and hard about the OHV use of this area. I have heard arguments from the MRA that this area has been used for OHV use since 1970. To base this as a reason to continue rampant use of this area,is to ignore the fact that both OHV’s and our area have changed dramatically over the years. Having ridden in this area for at least 20 years I have witnessed a sad demise of the riding area. Today’s OHV’s with more power and ability to “climb” just about anywhere have created quite an eyesore as well as a huge environmental impact. I have personally witnessed the degradation of the forest due to overuse. Huge ruts, granite runoff into streams,and increased traffic into residential areas. A general disregard and respect of landowners rights as well asa disregard for the designated trails and roads, leads me to recommend that this area not be used as an off road area anymore. The increase in population in the area has also caused the potential for conflict to increase. I have watched as the MRA has purchased land, and ignored private easements which were never granted for public use.As urban growth pushes ever onward, it is a sad fact that our recreational activities must move outward. Especially with high impact recreation such as OHV use.

Again, my perspective comes as both a resident and OHV user. As time and growth have changed our area, it is time that we as OHV users must do the same. I will be trailering up, and hopefully places like Union Creek, the Rogue Umpqua Divide,and Elderberry flat will become better developed and better suited for OHV use.

Thanks for your time.

Respectfully,

Arnie Klott

Jacksonville, Or. 

