                                                                                                              January 6, 2008
Dear BLM representatives,

I am writing in response to the Western Oregon Plan Revision and the BLM-preferred alternative.

Public lands need to be used optimally for both sustained economic viability and to protect long-term environmental health.  The WOPR does neither.  

Economically it will rather quickly raze our precious remnants of stable old growth forest rather than using some of the forest for sustainable long-term yields. Timber job-wise, today’s jobs in the timber industry are being lost due to the exporting of logs to be milled in other countries, and due to mechanization and automation.  The plan will basically eliminate current profits from tourism, recreation, jobs in forest management & fire safety, etc.  It would greatly reduce property values (and quality of life, of drinking water, etc) on bordering residential lands.  Making up the losses in value & real estate profits, etc through tax breaks would take about 70 years, it is estimated.  
Environmentally the proposal will not preserve clean water, wild salmon and other wildlife populations, nor will it provide its current function of mitigating climate change by serving as a carbon dioxide storage resource.  This plan would destroy some of the most unique and beautiful places on the planet, which will not recover in several lifetimes, if ever.

Instead of this we could be using some of the forest for sustainable yields, and thinning 2nd growth forests, then balancing timber uses with profits from tourism and recreation (neither of which could be outsourced).  With the increasingly valuable high-quality of life we have here, we can be attracting small businesses, entrepreneurs, telecommuters and so on, to diversify Oregon’s economy.
Let’s protect western BLM forests and make the best use of what we have by maintaining the Northwest Forest Plan, and dropping this ill-conceived proposal (WOPR) which would decimate the forests for short-term gain.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment,

Robin Bundy

