Jan. 9, 2008

Dear BLM,
I strong urge the Bureau of Land Management to take the “no action alternative” on the Western Oregon Plan Revision. The changes the BLM is contemplating threaten the remaining stands of native forests in our region. Because of the amount of logging that has taken place in the last century, these native ecosystems have become a relatively scarce resource, and the BLM should protect these native forest preserves, not cut them! Once they are cut, ancient forests cannot be replaced. This simple fact creates a need for a much more conservative approach than shown in the WOPR.
The WOPR proposal to cut 36 percent of the remaining acres of native forests is irresponsible! Six separate scientific peer reviews have agreed that this plan downplays the importance of protecting our native forests. These ancient forests are more than just a collection of trees and animals, they are a living legacy of a forest ecosystem that thrived here for centuries before industrial logging decimated the forests. Even in their fragmented state, our remaining native forests provide a wealth of benefits. They provide habitat for wild animals and birds, including the northern spotted owl and the marbled murrelet, which are listed as endangered species. Intact ancient forests help protect the quality of watersheds, keeping our drinking water clean and protecting salmon habitat. The ancient forest trees also clean the air we breathe and help stabilize the world’s climate. All of that, and the forests provide beautiful, healing places to hike and marvel at nature’s awesome creations. 

It is also irresponsible that WOPR calls for building 1,000 miles of new roads and eliminating the majority of the tree buffers along rivers and streams where salmon spawn. These proposals will threaten the quality of drinking water that originates on BLM land for citizens of Salem, Corvallis, Eugene and many other communities in the region. I’m very concerned that the water quality gains made under the Northwest Forest Plan will be reversed under WOPR. I’m also concerned that this plan will further reduce the habitat for our native salmon that are already struggling to survive.
Further, this plan threatens Oregon’s prosperity that depends on native forests, clean water, high-quality environment and outstanding recreational opportunities. Poor water quality in our rivers threatens the region’s lucrative sport fishing and outdoor recreation industries. Instead, the WOPR proposes to trade away these treasures for county operating expenses gleaned from the timber cut. Unfortunately, it’s a tradeoff that doesn’t add up. The BLM overlooks the fact that logging has always been a boom-bust cyclical business. Right now that cycle is in a bust, but the BLM stumpage forecasts are based on the assumption that boom prices will always prevail. In fact, it could cost more to build the roads and offer the contract than the sales might produce in revenue. Financially, WOPR is short-sighted and fails to consider the long-term consequences of liquidating our remaining native forests and failing to protect our important watersheds.
Sacrificing our native forests and clean watersheds for short-term gain is not in the best economic or ecological interests of our region! I urge the BLM to consider all of the consequences of WOPR and  make the right decision: Take the no-action alternative.

Sincerely,

Suzi Prozanski

P.O. Box 11511

Eugene, OR 97440

suzipro@efn.org

