January 8, 2008
Dear Bureau of Land Management:

I am very concerned about the health of our forests and the health of our biosphere, because I have learned that you are proposing to implement WOPR, that will diminish protection for streams and rivers, eliminate old growth with clear cutting, and pursue the goals of people who will make money from the forests, rather than the communities, counties, states, and nations that need a healthy biosphere.

You have a responsibility to the people of the world, not to mention the people of Oregon and Lane County.  Pursuing WOPR is not a responsible move as the custodians of our public forests. If you believe that counties will make money from WOPR, that is being short=sighted.  The funds from that timber will be spent swiftly, and the forests that have been destroyed can never be replaced. 

The BLM has been entrusted with following best practices for the management of our lands, and the WOPR plan is by no means best practice.  We need to get revenue from thinning over planted second and third growth forests.  We need to reduce potential of fire, not destroy eco-cultures that are fire-resistant, as you plan to do.

It is imperative that you do the right thing.  Implement selective logging in second growth forests.  That will employ lots of people and protect our communities from fire. 

Abandon your plans for WOPR.  They are not prudent or responsible.  Be the custodians you are supposed to be.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Anna Sontag

