Hello
My comments are solely about the OHV uses addressed within the WOPR. I’m concerned that to much weight may be given to specific comments without considering their source.

1. Has the BLM given adequate consideration to the fact that the vast majority of the negative comments come from environmental activists and that their loud voices are not necessarily the views of the average citizen.  It’s their hobby to be involved.  On the other hand OHV enthusiasts are cut from a different cloth, in general they hate writing letters and attending meetings, they work all week and just want to recreate on the weekend.  I think your public input process is seriously flawed.  Holding meetings and asking for comments only produces input from people who like attending meetings and writing letters nobody else will bother, they just don’t care enough one way or the other. I would suggest that an addition be made to the process, why not put a few people in neutral locations to poll people about the issues, the locations would have to be scrutinized to not show favor. As an example if you polled people going into a stockcar race you would get a lot of pro OHV comments. On the other hand if you polled people in line at the varsity theatre in Ashland I’m sure you would get plenty of negative OHV comments.
2. Has the BLM given consideration to the fact that the citizens of Jackson County have been bombarded by negative OHV information for many years.  The applegator and the Jacksonville papers along with the Mail tribune have been consistently running negative editorials. A huge pro OHV rally just held 1/6/08 produced zero comment from the mail tribune, channel 5 reported the crowd to be approximately 4000! A week earlier when commissioner Gilmour came out publicly against OHV use they made a front page story out of it. This shows the huge media bias toward OHV use and this must be considered when analyzing negative comments. The Jacksonville paper is even owned by an extreme anti OHV activist. I wouldn’t be concerned if it weren’t for the fact that they seem to have no regard for the truth.  They have convinced many home owners in the area that they are going to be overrun by OHV’s, that the roads are going to be clogged with traffic, the veiwshed will be destroyed, Jacksonville will be overrun by hoards of dirtbikes, it will look like Sturgis S.D., it’s been disgusting to read all the lies. This negative ad campaign needs to be considered when evaluating any negative OHV comment.
3. When the BLM receives a negative OHV comment, such as” hundreds of families in the area are negatively affected by OHV’s”. Does the BLM investigate to find out if a problem exists or if someone is just making something out of nothing?
4. Noise is always an issue when OHV’s are mentioned, has the BLM ever done any testing from homes in the area to see scientifically if there is indeed a  problem, or do they just take the word of any complaining person?  
5. THIS IS MY BIGGEST CONCERN!  When evaluating negative impacts from OHV use do you simply look at it as it is after 40 years of use with no management and no planning or can you see it for what it could be with proper planning and management.  For example do you look at a small stream crossing and say “this has to be closed down” or do you look at the crossing and say “a simple bridge and this won’t be a problem at all”?
6. The area that is currently closed (north of the MRA property) is vital to making the Johns peak area a viable riding area. It’s the lowest elevation of the area, much of the winter this is the only area that is free of snow.
7. If you don’t make this area attractive to the user, the users will likely end up riding in a place that will cause more problems.  Example..I own 30 acres ,my son has 50 and my brother has 90 we are all next to each other on poorman creek road. We’ve lived here for over 30 years, we used to have a few miles of trails on the properties but after a few neighbors moved in closer we quit riding them out of respect for them. It was no big deal because Johns peak was so close and it has so much to offer. I promise you this, if the Johns peak area looses its quality riding opportunities I will have 12 miles of trails built on these properties, I’m sure the neighbors won’t like it but I have every legal right to do so. 
