Bureau of Land Management

Western Oregon Plan Revisions Office

333 SW 1st Avenue
Portland, OR  97208

Dear BLM,

I’m very concerned with the Bureau’s proposed approaches to managing federal forest lands under the Western Oregon Plan Revisions.  Any of the three Alternatives offered by the WOPR Draft EIS would severely undermine the protections of Northwest Forest Plan, result in intrusion into currently roadless areas, dramatically increase logging of heritage forests, further endanger listed species, and rekindle the bilious debates over federal logging practices.
As a professional woodworker and small business owner, I understand the need to provide lumber for a growing economy and the need to provide jobs for those in related industries.  However, as an avid hiker and amateur naturalist, I’m dismayed that the BLM would choose, between the three proposed Alternatives, to so dramatically increase logging.  Each Alternative, to varying degrees, decreases riparian protection, further threatening water quality and critical habitat for endangered and threatened salmon and steelhead.  Each increases logging of stands older than 120 years, thereby eliminating trees that not only serve unique, irreplaceable ecological functions, but also represent our nation’s natural heritage.  Each increases the number and magnitude of clearcuts, which will eliminate stand-scale species diversity and genetic diversity, resulting in increased threats from fire, insects, and disease.  Each Alternative increases the miles of new logging roads to be built, severely undercutting any economic gain from logging, diminishing water quality, and further limiting areas available for non-motorized recreation.

For these and other reasons, I recommend, in the short term, that the BLM follow the ‘no action’ Alternative.  In long-term planning, I’d hope that the BLM would focus its efforts for commercial logging interests toward truly sustainable thinning of previously logged-over areas.  This approach, combined with protection of charismatic stands of 120+-year-old trees, would dramatically decrease the public acrimony over BLM forest policies, limit time-consuming and costly lawsuits, and allow the BLM to pursue its federal functions in a more efficient manner.
Sincerely,

Jonathan Plummer

933 Almaden St.

Eugene, OR  97402

CC:  Oregon Congressional Delegation

Senator Ron Wyden

Senator Gordon Smith

Representative Peter DeFazio

Representative Greg Walden

Representative Earl Blumenhauer

Representative Darlene Hooley

Representative David Wu

