My name is Gary Kirk, 75 years old. I worked in the newspaper business for 53 years before recent retirement – That industry uses a lot of paper as you well know, and that means they have cut a lot of trees to make that paper – I would be a hypocrite to say

stop logging trees – But there is no reason at all to cut any more of what is left of the OLD GROWTH trees – Thinning of the 2nd and 3rd and even 4th cut lands makes sense, but to cut down any part of the remaining old growth does not – In fact in my mind its

criminal to do so – My friend has an over 900 acre tree farm in Lane County and the only

trees he is sending to the mills this year, are the ones that blew down, because the price for logs is so low right now, he will even lose money on those – But he does not want them to just rot – Housing is down 40% right now, I understand, so what’s the rush to cut the old growth – Once the trees are gone no matter how you brag about the awesome forestry practices you now use, you will never bring them back…. 

