WOPR Comments, January 2008

Dear Friends at the BLM:

I am a board member of a cooperative that owns 280 acres in the Coast Range of Oregon, where I lived for many years on land adjacent to BLM land. I have watched years of logging on federal land impact the watershed where I lived. I have watched the log trucks roll past my front door while the climate has warmed. I have watched streams always turbid with muddy runoff after a heavy rain, and watched salmon runs decrease. I have seen a suspiciously disproportionate number of my neighbors develop and in some cases die from cancers that I believe were caused in part by toxic herbicide spraying. The BLM’s proposed WOPR is not academic to me, but is deeply disturbing.

The Northwest Forest Plan was an improvement, but does not go far enough to protect Oregon forests and limit logging. The WOPR is unacceptable and I urge the “no action” alternative. It is essential not to expand logging on federal forest land.

• WOPR would destroy riparian areas by reducing streamside protections by over 50%, which would kill endangered salmon, cause more erosion-prone roads to be built and reintroduce toxic herbicide spraying onto BLM lands.

• The WOPR is disastrous for local economies as it would eliminate jobs in the recreation, tourism, and fishing industries, the real economic drivers of the Northwest.

• WOPR conflicts with state law. Oregon House Bill 3543 codified Governor Kulongoski’s goals to arrest greenhouse gas emissions produced statewide by 2010, decrease emissions 10% below 1990 levels by 2020, and decrease emissions 75% below 1990 levels by 2050. WOPR would log old growth forests, thereby contributing to global climate change through a massive release of carbon stored in the forest.

• The WOPR violates the Endangered Species Act. The BLM is an agency under the Department of Interior, in which Bush appointee Julie MacDonald (since resigned) had leaked government information to industry groups trying to undercut Endangered Species Act protections, in regards to the Northern Spotted Owl Recovery Plan.

Upon the urging of Senator Wyden, an internal investigation has been completed, which the Senator calls cursory and unreliable. Therefore I urge for an outside investigation to determine whether the WOPR, like the Owl Plan, was similarly manipulated.

Lysbeth Borie
Deadwood and Eugene, Oregon
