My name is Neil Hutchinson and I live on the McKenzie River above Vida, Oregon. I wish to comment on the WOPR that is currently under review by BLM. I believe that the ecosystem damage that will likely result from this change borders on a criminal act; certainly a crime against watersheds like the McKenzie River that many, many organizations (federal, state and local, public and private) are working so hard to nurture back to health. Those of us who live on or near these lands (there is a huge UNCUT tract of BLM timber across from my home – on a steep hillside and directly abutting the McKenzie) and depend on them to protect the water quality and wildlife for future generations of Oregonians are appalled that the BLM could consider such a drastic change to the current forest management practices. There is no long-term economic advantage to the citizenry of this state to enable this revision in its current form. I support responsible timber management including harvesting, but this is way beyond responsible management of this resource – a resource that belongs to all of us and one that we are spending serious human and financial capital to protect from the very things WOPR enables. Such a conflicted endeavor cannot be in the best interest of the United States, the state of Oregon or the local municipalities affected.

