January 11, 2008
820 Olive Way E

Monmouth, OR 97361

Bureau of Land Management, Western Oregon Plan Revisions Office

333 SW 1st Ave

Portland, OR 97208

Dear Comment-Reviewer at BLM,

I am writing to comment on the Western Oregon Plan Revision, prepared in response to a settlement agreement to consider opening old-growth and streamside reserves on public land to logging.  We have already lost, sold, and given away too much and done too much damage to these public forests that are the heritage of all, not the private business capital of a few.  Don’t cut any more!

If the BLM must remove rather than preserve the forests on public lands, stick to the second (and third, and maybe more?) growth I see all around me – where there aren’t still empty patches awaiting reforestation.  How little of the old growth remains shocks me when I remember the forested hillsides of my youth and see the reality of today.  Bad as it is to continue to cut down the public forests, thinning and even clearcutting new growth is preferable to destroying the old growth that can never be replaced.  

As for reducing a streamside buffer to 25 ft, I saw last weekend while driving back from the coast on 18, what happens to trees in a similar situation.  Left without the protection of the stand that surrounded them while growing, they are vulnerable to the first storm that comes, and fall into the streams they are left to protect.  We have to leave what is around the streams now and encourage more.

Stop the destruction.  Don’t cut any more old forests.  We’ve taken enough, and too much.

Sincerely,

Susan K Farnworth

