BLM- Concerning the Western OR Forest Plan revisions
I write to urge you to reject the proposed changes to the WOP.  I feel these changes are being proposed to increase revenue rather than to properly manage these public lands- revenue that should come through tax increases, if needed, rather than mismanagement.  

As a salmon biologist I keep current with the science regarding watershed land usage.  The majority of scientific data show that increased timber harvest, and particularly decreased riparian buffers, will negatively impact salmon recovery efforts in Western Oregon and elsewhere.  The sometimes subtle, interconnected effects include increasing sediment load to streambeds (leading to reduced egg survival), increasing water temperatures (negatively impacting all freshwater stages of the salmon life cycle), and decreasing large woody debris input (with impacts on stream flow and microhabitat for young salmon), among many others.  The current regulations in Oregon are already in need of improvement in my opinion- instead of a set boundary, it makes sense to have a minimum riparian buffer but also one that increases the buffer when the angle of the slope increases to compensate for runoff and reduce the chances of slides.  Reducing the size of riparian buffers should be out of the question if we are serious about attempts to recover salmon stocks in the northwest.   Although the current funding changes are causing serious shortages in local communities and changes will be unpopular, the state and region needs to find alternate methods of funding that are not dependent on timber harvest.  We need to acknowledge that the trend of increasing human population in the northwest cannot be perpetually offset by increasing natural resource usage- there simply is not enough left for this to work.  
On a different, more personal note, I am also against increasing the acreage available to off road vehicles.  I am a life-long outdoorsman and I find the deteriorating outdoor ethic repugnant.  In my personal experience, areas where ATVs are allowed quickly become overrun, full of trash, and the land is treated as a perishable commodity rather than appreciated for what it is.  In a country with an obesity epidemic we should encourage people to enjoy the outdoors on foot, without the use of inefficient engines which only add to the greenhouse gas problem.  Our society has finally awakened to the global climate change issue and the BLM should follow suit- the government has impeded, rather than lead, environmental progress for far too long.

Thank you for your hard work in this process and for taking the time to review these comments.

Sincerely, 

Todd Sandell

Salmon Biologist

Hatfield Marine Science Center, OSU

Newport, Oregon

