December 31, 2007

Option 2 of the W.O.P.R. is not a viable option for western Oregon forests.  We prefer the “No Action” option.  

The BLM Option 2 plan is flawed because it opens 442,000 acres of old growth and 200,000 acres of streamside reserves to clear cutting.  Timber harvest levels can be accommodated by harvesting second growth plantation trees.  Remaining old growth must be protected and preserved at all costs.
If the counties in Western Oregon believe Option 2 will solve their financial woes they are mistaken.  What will happen to the “harvest revenue” once all the trees are cut.

I urge you to follow the overwhelming body of science that says Option 2 is not viable.

John Costello

Barbara Lee

