To:   Mr. Edward W. Shepard, State Director 
        United States Department of the Interior
        Bureau of Land Management

        Western Oregon Plan Revisions
        P.O. Box 2965

        Portland, Oregon 97208

Re:  Western Oregon Plan Revisions

I wish to record my opinion on BLM’s proposal to revise the Western Oregon Plan, and specifically to comment on BLM’s “Preferred Alternative”. 

Under the “Preferred Alternative”, stream buffers would be drastically reduced (from 300 feet to 25 feet) and logging of old growth forest land would be allowed in stream and river headwaters.  Both of these actions would cause widespread and catastrophic harm to Western Oregon rivers, streams, and lakes, as well as to its anadromous and resident fish populations. 
I therefore view the “Preferred Alternative” as a huge step backwards in our efforts to recover the physical and ecological health of our watersheds. In effect, it negates the positive effects created by decades of planning, education, and physical labor by thousands of dedicated people who strive to salvage and preserve our life-sustaining natural landscapes. 
The only alternative which I find acceptable is the “No Action Alternative”, which will at least allow current practices and protections to continue.
Thank you for the opportunity to represent my position on this highly important issue.

Sincerely,
Cc:  Senator Ron Wyden

        Senator Gordon Smith

        Representative Peter de Fazio

