FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT (FONSI)
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT #0OR-035-08-01
LIME WIND PROJECT
OR-64395

The FONSI is a document that explains the reasons why an action will not have a significant effect
on the human environment and, why, therefore, an EIS will not be required (40 CFR 1508.13). This
FONSI is a stand-alone document but is attached to the Environmental Assessment (EA) and
incorporates the EA by reference. The FONSI does not constitute the authorizing document: the
decision record is the authorizing document.

“Significance” as used in NEPA requires considerations of both context and intensity (40 CFR
1508.27).

In relation to context, I find that the project’s affected region is localized and the effects of
implementation are relevant to people recreating and living in the area. There would be no
societal or regional impacts and no impacts on potentially affected interests. The affected area is
comprised of the proposed twelve 250 KW wind turbines sites and the surrounding area from
which they can be seen.

Intensity refers to the severity of effects. The BLM will conduct the actions described using the
BMPs referenced in the EA and limiting severity of the effects to the immediate vicinity of the
proposed twelve wind turbines as described in the Affected Environment section of the EA.

While any land management activity invariably and by definition entails environmental effects, I
have determined, based upon the analysis of environmental impacts contained in the referenced
EA (OR-035-08-01), that the potential impacts raised by the proposed action (which is to issue
Joseph Millworks Inc. a right-of-way grant authorizing the right to install, operate, and maintain
a wind development project on public lands and to also issue a right-of-way grant to Idaho Power
Company authorizing the right to build, operate and maintain an overhead utility corridor from
their existing line on private property across BLM lands to the Lime Wind Project) will not be
significant and that, therefore, preparation of an environmental impact statement is not required.

I have evaluated the effects of the proposed action, together with the proposed mitigating
measures, against the tests of significance found at 40 CFR 1508.27. | have determined that:

1. The proposed action would cause no significant impacts, either beneficial or adverse;
all impact would be minimal; most would be of short duration.

2. The proposed action would have no effect on public health or safety.

3. The proposed action would not affect unique characteristics of the geographic area.

4. The proposed action would have no highly controversial effects.

5. The proposed action would have no uncertain effects and would not involve unique or
unknown risks.

6. The proposed action is a routine and common project and does not establish a
precedent for future actions.

7. The proposed action is not related to any other action being considered by BLM.

8. The proposed action would have no adverse effect to any property listed on or
potentially eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.

9. The proposed action would not significantly adversely affect an endangered or

threatened species, or any habitat critical to an endangered or threatened species.



10. The proposed action does not violate any law or requirement imposed for the
protection of the environment.

Nancy Lull Date
Field Manager
Baker Field Office, Vale District BLM



