












Middle Columbia steelhead and provides early recovery framework (Carmichael 2006). Limiting 
factors in the lower North Fork John Day River listed in that report include habitat diversity, 
sediment load, temperature, and key habitat quantity. Anthropogenic threats associated with 
these limiting factors are riparian disturbance, stream channelization and relocation, grazing, 
timber harvest, road building, irrigation withdrawals, mining, and dredging (NMFS 2004). 

The above threats to steelhead populations in the North Fork of the John Day are currently 
managed under the John Day River Management Plan, Two Rivers, and John Day Resource 
Management Plan Amendments (BLM 2001); the John Day River Subbasin Plan and the 
Columbia River Anadromous Fish Restoration Plan (CRITFC 1996); Oregon Wild Fish 
Management Policy (OAR 635-07-525); Strategy for Salmon amendment to the Columbia River 
Basin Fish and Wildlife Program (Collette and Harrison 1992); and PACFISH (USFS and BLM 
1995). Management emphasis of these plans and programs is to maintain or increase wild run 
populations of steelhead in the John Day Basin and restore watersheds and fish habitat. The 
State Scenic Waterway System Act also implements protection of steelhead trout within the 
North Fork Scenic Waterway through maintaining the river's free-flowing character in quantities 
necessary for steelhead migration and protecting migration corridor blockage due to the 
construction of darns, diversions, or other water impoundment facilities and excessive water 
withdrawals from irrigation and other domestic or agricultural use. Steelhead habitat is also 
protected from degradation of riparian areas along the river; the discharge of debris, silt, 
chemicals or other materials into the river from mining, prospecting, and dredging activities; and 
habitat disturbance from road construction and maintenance (ORS 390.835). Due to the 
extensive current management of steelhead trout in North Fork John Day River, no additional 
protective measures are suggested at this time. 
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