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Photo 3-Bear Creek-Crooked River drainage 1978. 3 years of non use by livestock.

Present condition:

Stream gradient-less than 5%

Sediment load-low to medium

Soils-principally willowdale loam, very deep. well drained, stratified alluvium, medium textured. gravel layers
common.

Elevation-3500 ft.

Estimated at 35% of site potential.

Present vegetation-mixed grass, sedge, rush with timothy, orchard grass and Kentucky bluegrass.

The full potential of this area is:

Dominant tree-Patches of water birch/alder

Understory-Coyote willow, silverleaf willow, yellow willow, McKenzie willow.
Herbaceous-Mixed grass, sedge, rush
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Photo 4-Birch Creek (John Day Drainage) 1980

Present condition:

Stream gradient-less than 5%

Sediment load-low to medium

Debris load-medium to high

Spring flow-high

Summer flow-perennial

Soils--moderately deep.

Textures highly stratified sands and loams. Gravel and cobble deposits are 25% to 75% of profile
Elevation-3200 ft.

Estimated at 75% of site potential.

The full potential of the area is:
Dominant tree-Black cottonwood: white alder

Understory-McKenzie willow, chokecherry, Bitter cherry. woods rose. dogwood
Herbaceous-Mixed grass/forb/sedge/rush/shrub
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Appendix G

Standard Operating
Procedures for Forest
Practices

Roads

Oregon Manual Supplement, Release 5-115 of April
10, 1975. would be used in preparing road construc-
tion requirements for timber sale contracts,
Engineering terminology and types of construction
equipment are defined in the manual supplement
and specifications are provided for all aspects of
construction, reconstruction, and surfacing.

Slope protection methods to avoid collapse of cut
and fill embankments are described. Specifications
for rock pits and quarries include provisions for
minimum visual intrusion, drainage and control of
runoff, and restoration after the activity ends.

One section of the manual supplement provides
design features to control and minimize erosion dur-
ing road construction and throughout the design life
of the road. Another section addresses soil
stabilization practices, including planting, seeding,
mulching, and fertilizing to establish soil binding
vegetation.

Construction standards in areas such as stream
crossings, subgrade width, cut and fill slope re-
quirements, and type of surfacing, would be deter-
mined in the timber sale planning process. Basic
construction operations are described in detail in
the programmatic environmental impact statement
in BLM prepared on timber management in the
western United States 1975), referred
to as the BLM Timber Management FE!S. Road
closures would occur where significant impacts to
wildlife may result from uncontrolled vehicle access.

Timber Harvest

Cutting areas would be shaped and designed to
blend as closely as possible with natural terrain and
landscape. minimizing the effect on total forest
vistas. Consideration will be given to future
harvesting, impacts of road construction and other
relevant factors.

Silvicultural practices would be used which best
meet management goals, and related land use
prescriptions and assure prompt forest regeneration.
Available harvest options include clearcutting or a
variety of partial cutting techniques.

Clearcutting would not be used as a cutting prac-
tice where:

1. Soil slope or other watershed conditions are
fragile and subject to unacceptable damage:

2. There is no assurance that the area can be ade-
quately restocked within five years of harvest:

3, Aesthetic values outweigh other considerations.

The selection of trees in partial cuts would be made
in a manner to improve the genetic composition of
the reforested stand. Cut over areas would be ar-
tificially reforested when natural regeneration of
commercial species cannot be reasonably expected
in five to 15 years.

Logging activities would be timed to minimize
adverse impacts to other resource values.

Logging systems which least disturb the soil surface
and streamside buffer strips are preferred. Logging
across any stream supporting fisheries would be
avoided.

Tractor skid trails would be designed and located to
avoid cross ridge and cross drainage operations.
Tractor skidding would be avoided on slopes greater
than 35 percent. Maximum acceptable soil compac-
tion within a sale area would be 12 percent, Water-
bars would be installed on skid trails when logging
is finished.

Landings would be the minimum size commen-
surate with safety and equipment requirements and
located on stable areas to minimize the risk of
material entering adjacent streams and waters. Lan-
dings would be on firm ground above the high
water level of any stream, Landing locations would
be avoided on unstable areas, on steep side hill
areas or areas which require excessive excavation.

Buffer strips along perennial streams. springs, and
wet meadows would be provided. Intermittent
streams producing enough flow for trout or
anadromous fish spawning areas or which carry
heavy silt loads to perennial streams, would receive
the same considerations as a perennial stream.

Debris entering a stream would be removed while
logging to avoid disturbing natural streambed condi-
tions and stream bank vegetation.

Evenly distributed management would be provided
for creatures that live in tree cavities if safety
hazards are not created and decisions on the
allowable cut plan are not violated,
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Slash disposal would be accomplished in a manner
conducive to reforestation and advantageous to
wildlife. Slash would be burned when necessary; in
conformance with state fire protection and air pollu-
tion regulations,

Contracts

Contracts, usually awarded on a competitive basis,
is the way all timber harvest and many forest
development practices are accomplished. Standard
and special provisions (which include mitigating
measures) in a contract describe performance stan-
dards for the contractor in carrying out the action in
accordance with applicable laws, regulations and
policies. The selection of special provisions is
governed by the scope of the action to be under-
taken and the physical characteristics of the

specific site. The standard provisions of the basic
timber sale contract, Bureau Form 5450-3. are ap-
plicable for all timber sales. Limitations on timber
harvesting and related activities, as identified in the
Church Report (U.S. Congress, Senate 1973) and
analyzed in the BLM Timber Management Final EIS
1975, have been adopted by the BLM. Bureau
manuals and manual supplements provide a variety
of approved special provisions for use, as ap-
propriate, in individual contracts. The combination of
selected special provisions constitutes Section 42 of
the timber sale contract (Form 5450-3).
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Appendix |
Criteria for Land
Ownership Adjustment

The Federal Land Policy and Management Act of
1976 includes specific criteria for use in categoriz-
ing public land for retention or disposal, and for
identifying acquisition priorities. This list is not con-
sidered all inclusive. but represents the major fac-
tors to be evaluated. They include:

@ Threatened or Endangered or sensitive plant and
animal species habitat;

® riparian areas;

® fish habitat;

@ nesting/breeding habitat for game animals;

® key big game seasonal habitat;

@ developed recreation sites and recreation
access;

e Class A scenery;

® municipal watersheds;

@ energy and mineral potential;

@ significant cultural resources and sites eligible
for inclusion on the National Register of Historic
Places:

@ wilderness and areas being studied for
wilderness:

@ accessibility of the land for public uses;

® amount of public investments in facilities or im-
provements and the potential for recovering those
investments;

® difficulty or cost of administration
(manageability);

@ suitability of the land for management by another
federal agency;

@ significance of the decision in stabilizing
business, social and economic conditions, andicr
lifestyles;

@ whether private sites exist for the proposed use:
@ encumbrances, including but not limited to
withdrawals, or existing leases or permits;

@ consistency with cooperative agreements and
plans or policies of other agencies; and

@ suitability (need for change in land ownership or
use) for purposes including but not limited to com-
munity expansion or economic development, such
as industrial, residential, or agricultural (other than
grazing) development

The land ownership adjustment criteria identified
above will be considered in land reports and en-
vironmental analyses prepared for specific adjust-
ment proposals

Transfers to other public agencies will be con-
sidered where improved management efficiency
would result. Minor adjustments involving sales or
exchanges or both may be permitted based on site
specific application of the land ownership adjust-
ment criteria.

Land to be acquired by the BLM through ex-
changes generally, must:

@ facilitate access to public land and resource, or
® maintain or enhance important public values and
uses, or

® maintain or enhance local social and economic
values in public ownership, or

® facilitate implementation of other aspects of the
Two Rivers RMP.

Public land to be sold must meet the following
disposal criteria derived from the Federal Land
Policy and Management Act:

® such land must be difficult and uneconomic to
manage as part of the public lands, and must not
be suitable for management by another federal
department or agency; or

® such land must have been acquired for a
specific purpose and must no longer be required
for that or any other federal purpose; or

® disposal of such land will serve important public
objectives than can only be achieved prudently or
feasibly if the land is removed from public owner-
ship, and if these objectives outweight other public
objectives and values that would be served by
maintaining such land in federal ownership.

Generally, exchanges are the preferred method of
disposal but sales will be utilized when:

® it is required by national policy; or

@ it is required to achieve disposal objectives on a
timely basis, and where disposal through exchange
would cause unacceptable delays;

® the level of interest in a specific tract indicates
that competitive bidding is desirable for reasons of
fairness; or

® disposal through exchange is not feasible.

The preferred method of selling public land will be
by competitive bidding at public auction to qualify-
ing purchasers. However, modified competitive bid-
ding procedures may be used when there is not
legal public access to a tract, when necessary to
avoid jeopardizing an existing use on adjacent land,
or to avoid dislocation of existing public land users.

Public land may be sold by direct sale at fair
market value when:

® such land is needed by state or local govern-
ments; or

® direct sale is needed to protect equities arising
from authorized use; or

® direct sale is needed to protect equities resulting
from inadvertent, unauthorized use that was caused
by surveying errors or title defects; or

® there is only one adjacent landowner and no
legal public access.
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