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Mr. Bcb Harrington
Crook County Planning Department
Croak County Courthouse
Prinevi l le ,  CR 97754

Dear 8014:

Cooperation between Crook County and the Federal agencies charged with
management of Nationally Cesignated  Wild and Scenic Rivers is imi-portant  to
achieve protection of river values. The Bureau of Land Management, Prineville
District, and Ochoso  National Forest personnel have met witn ICounty  Flanners
to coordinate our Wild and Sceni-b River planning efforts and discuss ways til,
aid ycu in updating the County Comprenensi\ie  Flan. During cur discussions,
relating to designated Wild and Scenicc RijJer segments in Crcoii. County on the
Crooked River and tkrth  Fork of the Crooked River, it became apparent that our
role pertainins  to private land within the federa? Wild and Scenic River
boundaries needed clarificaticn.

Regarding the management of private lands within the designated Scundary  of
the Wild and Scenic Rivers, the Federal government has no authority to
regulate or zene private lands. Land use controls on private lands are solei:;
a matter of state and local regulation and zoning. In absence of local or
state river protection provisions, the Federal government could take steps to
protect the river throur;h  purchasing easements, ccmpleting land exchang'e,  or
mitigating with willing landowners. At this time, BLM is pursuing land
exchanges with willing landowners on the BLM administered portion of the North
Fork Crooked River. There are no plans at this time to pursue any Federal
purchases, acquisition of easements, or land exchanges on Forest Service
managed  segments. For additional insight on The Oregon Cmnibus Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act of 1988, we are enclosing a Question and Answer sheet
developed in 1989.

Our agencies have formulated a joint policy which we hope will assist the
County planning prosess. 'We will provide the County Planning Department with
Resource Assessments for the two rivers, maps, draft and final environmental
assessments, and river management plans. In these documents, we describe the
desired future condition of public land resources along the river. We aiso
describe alternative strategies to arrive at these desired futut-e conditions.
In addition, specific management goals and actions on federal lands are
outlined. The County is welcome to use this information as a guide in
determining County Plan revisions for private lands with similar
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if need additional infarmztior. I

Sincerely,

Em! osure
as stated abwe. I



APPENDIX I
Letter from the
Crook County
Planning Department

“There is an inward voice,  that in the stream
Sends forth its spirit to. the listening ear,

And in a calm content it floweth on.
= Henry David Thoreau =





Jim Hancock- . *.... _. .rrnnevllle District Manager
Bureau of Land Management
PO Box 550
Prineville, OR 97754

RE: Riparian Protection ._.---

Dear Jim:

Uses on private lands within Wild and Scenic River segments in
Crook County are regulated by the Crook County-Prineville Area
Comprehensive Plan and the Crook County Zoning Ordinance,
as applicable state and federal laws.

as well

Crook County has submitted its periodic review for Goal 5
Resources to the state Department of Land Conservation and
Development (DLCD) and formal action is pending. River values on
private lands within the wild and scenic river corridor will be
protected through riparian and rimrock setbacks and minimum lot
size ordinances.

The "Riparian Protection Zone" is defined as 100 feet from
lakes and from Class I and II streams. Setbacks are measured
horizontal and perpendicular from the ordinary high water line.
Any development shall be located outside this riparian protection
zone unless it meets one of four exemptions. All trees and at
least 75 percent of the understory vegetation shall be retained
within the riparian protection zone with a few exceptions.

The "Rimrock Setback Requirements"
4.200} state

(Zoning Ordinance Section
"A proposed structure locating on the rimrock shall be

set back 200 feet from the edge of the rimrock". This ordinance is
sufficient to protect scenic values on private lands in Segments 2-
5. Rimrock is not as evident is Segments 1 and 6.

The North Fork is inventoried as a significant Goal 5 resource
in the County Plan. The County will notify the Ochoco National
Forest of any change in land use within the proposed administrative
boundary of the North Fork, above Lame Dog Creek. The County will
notify the BLM of any change in land use below Lame Dog Creek.
Within six (6) months after completion of this management plan for
the river, the County will: (1)
remarkable values;

Evaluate the outstandingly
(2) Identify conflicting uses; and (3) Based
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011 an SSEE analysis  r develsp a yragram to allhisve Goa, 5. until

this work is completed, the County will rely on the siparf~ln

protection ordinance ta protect the Pc?8clur@e. ‘4


